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PREFACE. 


" Aving lately ſeen the State of 
the United Provinces, after 
a prodigious growth in Riches, 
Beauty, extcnt of Commerce, 

and number of Inhabitants, arrived at 
lenath to (ſuch a hight, ( by the ſkreneth 
of het al tes Cee'7 NT 
and ſtanding-Forces, with a conſtant -Re- 
venue, proportien'd ta the ſupport of all 
this Greatneſs, ) as mad: them the Envy 

? of ſomy the' Fear of others, and the Won» 

der of "all their Neighbours, © 

We bave, this Summ:r paſt, oeheld 
the ſame State, in the midſt of great 
appearine Safety , Oraer', Strength ,, and 
Vigour , almoſt ruin'd and troten ts 
pieces, 'in ſome few days, and vy yery 
few blows; And reduced in a manner 
'9 its firft Principles of Weakneſs, and 


A} Diſt reſs ; 


UMI 
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Diſtreſs ; expoſed, oppreſs d, and wery nea” 
at Mercy. Thrir Inland Provinces 'ſwat” 
lowed up by an Invafion, almoſt as ſud- 
den, and unreſiſted, ' as th: Inundations 
to which the others are ſubjeft, And 
the remaind:rs of their State rather 
kept alive by n:gle#\, 'or diſconcert of 
iis Enemies, than by any ſtrength of 
Nature; or Endeavours at its own rao 
weny. £E--| 
Now, becauſ: ſuch a Greatneſs and 
= s Fall of this . State ſeems Rewo- 
utions wnparalleld in any Stary, and 
hardly ronteived, even by thoſe mii” have 
Cately fceb them; I thought it might be 
wotth an idle Max's tixhe, to give ſome 
Urcount of the © Riſe anti Progr: 
this Cotinotrmealth, The Cauſes of their 
Greatneſs; And the ſteps towards. their 
Fil : "Which were all made by motions, 
Y$erhtps, litth taken notice. of ty. cow 
Fn? Eyes, and almoſt und ene wo 
wny Man, that was mot placed to: the, beft 
advantage, and ſomething con as 
__ as tnuch enclis'd, to obſerve =, 
* The uſual Duty of explayments. abread, 
mipoſed - al j Clem, "But by One 
#rs of State, mage it fit far me o 
propre ſome . ' formal | Account . of | this 
Country an Government , " after Two 
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The Preface. 
years Embaſſy, in the \midit of great Con- 
Juniturts aud Negotiations ' amone them, 
And fuih'a Revolmtion 4s has fince hay 
pen'd there, though it may have made 
theſe Difcoutſe® little important to His 
Majefty, ' vw #Hlis Gonunell; Tin it will no 
have render 'd them lofi: agreeable 1s com 
mon Eyes, who, like Mex that live neat 
the Sea, Twill run out upon the Cliffs th 
gaze at it in a Storms, though they would 
not look out of their Windows, to ſet & in 
4 Calm. 

Brſides , at 4 tims when th? Attions 
of this Sxdne take up, ſo generally, the 
Eyes and Diſcourſes 4 their Nrighbowrs ; 
And th: . Maps of their Country grow 
ſo much in requ:ſt:; I thonght' « Mad 
of their State and Gov:rnment would 
not to be unwelcome io the World,” fonce it 
& full as -nec:ſſary as the. others, 
underſtand the late Rewelmtions, ad 
Changes among them.- And as no Mats 
Story tan be well wridten tl he is dcag ; 
lo the actomt of this * State © conld wat 
be mell vivey till its Fall, \'which may 
jafly be Dated from the "Events of laff 
Summer, (whatever Fortun's may fw+ 
ther attend them.,,) ance theretn Die 
bave [cen the en 4nd wiolent - Difc» 
lation yo that _ Populas Grvirn 


A 4 ment, 
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ment, which had continued, and made fo 
much noiſe, for above Twenty Tears in the 
World, without the Exerciſe , or Influence, 
of the Authority of the Princes of Orange, 
# Part ſo Eſſential in the firſt Conſtitutions 
of-. their State. Nor can I wholly loſe my 
Pains in this Adventure, when I ſhall gain 
the Eaſe of Anſwering this way, at once, 
thoſe many (Queſtions I have lately been 
wſed to, upon this Occafion: Which made 
ue firſt obſerve, and wonder, how igno+ 
rant we were, generally, in the Aﬀairs and 
Conſtitutions .of a Country ſo much in our 
Eye, the com mon Road f our Travels, 4s 
well as Subjed# of onr Talk, and which we 
have been of late, not only curious, but con- 
cerned, to know. 


4 am very ſenſible! how il a Trade it 
« to write, where much is wventur'd, and 
little can be gaind; ſince whoever does 
it ill. is ſure of Contempt ; and the juſt- 
lieft that can be, when no Man provokes 
him to diſcover his own ' Follies, or to 
trouble the World ; 'if he writes well, he 
raiſes the Envy of theſe Wits that ave 
poſſeſs'd of the Vogue, and ars jealous of 
their Preferment there, as if it mere in 
Love , or . in State; And have found, 
that ' the neareſt way to their own Re- 
Js +65 putation. 
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putation lies, right or. wrong, by the De- 


rifion of other Men. | But, however, I am 


not in pain, for 'tws the Aﬀettation of 
—_— that makes the Fear of Reproach ; 
And I write without other Defign than of 
entertaining wery idle Men, and, among 
them, my ſelf. For I muſt conjeſs," that 
being wholly uſeleſs to the Publick; And 
unacquainted with the Cares of encreafing 
Riches, ( which bufie the World :) Being 
grown cold to the Pleaſures of younger or 
livelier Men ; And having ended the En- 
tertainments of Building, and Planting, 
( which uſe to ſucceed them ; ) finding little 
taſte in common Converſation,and trouble in 
much Reading, from the Care of my Eyes 
( fince an Illneſs contratted by many unne» 
ceſſary Diligences in my Employments a- 
broad; ) there can hardly be found an 
idler. Man than I; Nor conſequently, one 
more excuſable for givins way to ſuch 
Amuſements as this: Having nothing to 
do, 'but to enjoy the\ Eaſe of a private 
Life and Fortune ; which, as I know wo 
Man envies, ſo ( I thank God, ) no Man 


Can reproach, 


I am not ignorant , that sthe Vein of 
Reading never ran lower than in this 
Agt; and ſeldom goes farther than the 
Defrgn 
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cc of raiſing a Stock to furniſh fore 

, or Converſation. The Defire of 
e being either langh'd out of doors, 
IT he þ Pleaſe e Age, or beaten 
2 by -Intenift, that ſo much paſſeſſes 
i: And the Amaſement of Books, gi- 
wving. way te the Liberties or Refinements of 
Pleaſure, that were formerly leſs known, 
or leſs avowed, than now. Tet ſome there 
will always be found-in the World, who 
as no more at their idle hours, than to for- 
& themſelves. And , whether that be 

ht about by Drink or Play, by Love or 
Bojinſ, or by ſome Diverſions, 4s idle as 
thes, "tir all a cafe. 

Beftdes, it may poſſibly fall . out, at 

one time or other, that ſome Prince, 4 
great Minifter , may not be ill 

in theſe kind of — ( »pow” 
a « Suh, ) fo trace the fteps of rot 
avd Riches, of Order and Poner in 4 
State, and thoſr\ likewiſe of weak or 
winlewt Counſels ; \.of corrupt, or ill, Con» 
adult ; of Faition or Obftinacy, which de- 
ray avd difſokve the | firmeſt Govern» 
ments: That ſo, by Reflections upon Fo+ 
reign Events, they may provide the bet- 
ter and the earlier againſt thoſe at 
ban, and raiſe their _ LHlonow and 
ddeppinrſs, by equel dearees with the Pro- 
ſperity 
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ſperity ard Safety of the Nations, they 
Govern. 


For, under favour of thoſe who would 


paſs for Wits in our Age, by fayine 


things, which David t&lls ws, the \\Fedl 
ſaid in Hisg And ſt. up with bringing 
theſe Wares to Market, which ( GOD 
knows | have beet always in the World, 
thoueh k:pt '# ors, broaule 
wy fo TT het Owners, i Gone 
Ages, with the Names of B ns, 
Ptophane, or Impudent, - Men ; io ae 
ride all Form aid Order, as well 
Piety and Truth z And, under the n- 
tiow of Fopperics, <xd:avonr ts uk 
ſolve 4 ph Bonds. of all Civil $6 
ciety.; though by the Fazour and Pri 
cebtion thereof, they them(:hves tnjay 
fo much greater proportions of Wealth, avul 
of Pleaſures, than would fail to their fhude, 
if all {ay tn comman,. vs they foem to dr- 
hen, (fer then fach Pdf ſſiaws wants be» 
loug -of right to the fnongefs and brave 
<W0ng wb.) 

Under faveer of ſuch Min, { beliect; 
i will be found, at. one-Jime. of they, 
by «ll hn fhall try, Thit whitf fun 
Natane continues what it us, The ſinar 
Orders in State, The yawe pe erm 
in Arvwics, The (ſame fevienne oor 
we | things 
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things Sacred, And Reſpet? of Civil 
Inſtitutions, The ſame Virtues and Dif- 
"Poſitions of Princes and Magiſtrates, ac- 
rived by Intereſt, or Imitation, into the 
Cuſtoms and Fumours of the People, will 
ever have the ſame Effetts wpon the Strength 
and Greatneſs of all Governments, and upon 
the Honour and Authority of thoſe that 
Rule, as well as the Happineſs and Safety 
of thoſe that Obey, 

Nor are we to think Princes theme 
ſelves loſers, .or leſs entertained, when 
we fee them employ their Time, and 
their Thoughts, in ſo uſeful Speculati- 
Ons, and to ſo Glorious Ends : But that 
rather, thereby they attain their true 
Prerogative ' of beings Happier,” as well 
as Greater, than Subjetks can be. For 
all. the Pleaſures ' of Senſe, that any 
Man can e:joy, are within the reach 
of a private Fortune, and ordinary 
Contrivance ;* Grow fainter with Age, 
and duller with uſe ; Muſt be revived 
with intermiſſions, and wait -wpon the 
returns of Appetite, which ave 'no hore 
&# call of the Rich, than''the Poor. 
The- flaſhes of "Wit and good Elumony, 
that riſe from. the Vapours"of Win, 
e' little different from thoſe" that” pro- 
cred from the heats of Blood in'the- firfb 

< approaches 


hn. 1%. A7. + %. 3k. 4 a6 _*' 


The Preface. 


approaches of Fevers, or Frenzies ; And 
are to be valued, but as (indeed) they 
are, the effetts of Diſtemper: But the 
pleaſures of Imagination, as they heigh- 
ten and refine the very pleaſures of Senſe; 
fo they are of larger extent, and long- 
er duration. And if the moſt ſenſual 
Man will confeſs there is a Pleaſure in 
Pleafins , He muſt likewiſe allow, there 
is Good to a Man's Self, in doing Good 
to others; And the further this extends, 
the higher it riſes, and the longer it 
laſts. Befides, there 1s Beauty in Or- 
der; and there are Charms in well-de» 
ſerved Praiſe : And both are the grea- 
ter, by how much greater the Subjett ; 
As the firſt appearing in a well-framed 
and well-governed State; And the other 
ariſing from Noble and Generous Ati» 
ons. Nor can any veins of good Flu- 
mour be greater than thoſe, that ſwell 
by the ſucceſs of wiſe Counſels, and by 
the fortunate Bwents of publique Aﬀairs ; 
ſince a Man that takes Ty a in doing 
goed to Ten thouſand, muſt needs have more, 
than he that takes none, but in doins Good 
to Himſelf. : 


But 
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But theſe Thoyalts lead we too far, and 
to little purpeſes T wo I ſhall leavs 
thews for theſe Þ had firſh in my Head, 
eancerning vhe Stats of the United-Pros 
VMAces. 


And wheregs the Greatneſs of their 
Strength, aud Revenues, grew owt of the 
walineſi of theis Trade, wito whith, wacis 
Religion, theix Manners, 'avd Diſpoſi* 
tions, theis Situation, aud the Farm off 
theis Governwont, mere the chief Ingro- 
dients. And this. laſh bad been raiſed 
parely upomw ay old Foundation, And 
panily with Materials brought | together, 
by many and. various Accidents ; I will 
be neceſſary for the Survey of this great 
Frame, to give ſore acconnt of the Rife 
aud Progreſs of their State, by pointing 
Out the moſt remarkable Occaſtons of the 
firſt, and Periods of the other. To dif 
cever the Natare and Conſtitutions of 
their Government in its ſeveral, parts; 
aud the mations of it, from the firſt 
and. ſmalleſt Wheels, To abſemue, what us 
peculiar ta” them in their Situation, of 
Biſpoſitions: And what in their Religin 
on. To take a Survey of their Trade, apd 
the Cauſes of it ; Of the Forces and Re- 
Wwaines, which compoſed their Greats 4 
An 
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And the Circumſtances, and Conjunttares, 
which conſpired to their Fall, And theſe 
are the Heads, that fhall make the Or 
and Arguments in the ſeveral parts of theſe 
Obſervations. 
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CHAP. IL 


Df the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
United Proyinces, 


* Hoever will take a view 
of the Riſe of this Com- 
monwealth, muſt trace 
it up as high as the 

firſt Commotions in the Seventeen 
Provinces, under the Dutcheſs of 
Parma's Govetnment ; and the true 
Cauſes of that. more avowed and 
general Revolt in the Duke of 
Alva's time. And, to firid out the 
Natural Springs of thoſe Revolutions, 
muſt reflect upon that fort of Govern- 
ment under which the Inhabitants of 
thoſe Provinces lived for ſo many 
Ages paſt, in the ſubjedion of their 
ſeveral Dukes or Counts, till by Mar- 
riages, Succeſſions or Conqueſt, they 
came to be united in the Houſe of 
Burgundy, under Philip Surnamed The 
Good : And afterwards in that of A+ 
ftria, under Philip Father of Charles 

B iri 
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in the Perſon of that great Emperor 
incorporated with thoſe vaſt: Domini- 
ons of Germany and Spain, Traly and the 
Indies. 

Nor will it be from the purpole up- 
on tliis ſearch, t6 run a liefle lygher 
into the Aftiquities ,of theſe Coun- 
tries : For though molt "Mch ate con- 
tented only to ſee a River as it runs 
by them, and talk 6f the changes in 
it, a$ they happen; when 'tis troubled, 
or which clext ; whith ic drowns the 
Coufitry tm a ktood, or forlakes it in 
a Dtowth : Yet he, that woutd kfiow 
the hatofe of the Water, and the Cau- 
fes of thoft Accidents (ſo as to guel 
at their continuatice or return,) 2 
find otit its ſource, and obferve with 
what ſtrength it riſes, what length it 
runs, atid how mtiany ſinall fireams fall 
in, and feed it to fuch a height, as 
make it ether deſightful or terrible to 
the Eye, arid uſtful or dangerous to 
the Cooncty abour ir. 

The Nutnbets and F ury of the Nor- 
thern Nations, under many different 
names, having by ſeveral Inundations 
broken doWh the whole frame of the 
Roman Empire, extended in their Pro- 
vinces as far as the Re ; Either gave 
a birth, 
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a birth, or-made way: for the ſeyeral King- 
doms and; Principalities, that have ſince 
continued, ,in the parts of m__ on 
this ſide that River, which made the 
ancient Limits of: the Galick and Ger- 
man Nations. The Tra of Land, which 
we uſually call the Low-Conntries, was 
{o waſted by the Invaſions or Marches 
of this raging People, ( who paſt by 
them- to greater Conqueſts, ) that the 
Inbabitancs., grew thin.; and- being ſe+ 
cure of nothing they poſleſt,. fell ra 
ſeck the Support of .their Lives, rather 
by hunting, -or by _ violence, . than by. 
Labour and Induſtry; and thereby the 
Grounds came tobe uncultivated, and 
in the, courle af years turned either. to, 
Forreſt; or Marſhes; which are the two. 
natural Soils. of. all defolated Lands its 
the _ more gemperate. Regigns. For by 
ſoaking. of. frequent . ſhowers, .agd the 
courle of Waters from the higher into, 
lower Grounds, when there is. no ltilue 
that . helps them. co break out into... 
Chatiniel, the flar Lapd.grows to be.a 
mixture. of. Eaxth. and . Watgr, and neis. 
thes-of common ule nar paſlage.ro Man 
ar Beaſts, whichis call'd a.Marſh;,/Thei 
higher, and rhe drier, .moilt'ned' 
by the Rain, and warm'd by the Sun, 
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ſhoot - forth ſome ſorts of Plants, as 
naturally as Bodies do ſome fort of 
Hair, which, being preſerved by the 
deſolateneſs of a place untrodden, as 
well as untill'd, grow to ſuch Trees or 
Shrubs as are natural to the Soil, and 
thoſe in time producing both Food and 
Shelter for ſeveral kind of Beaſts, make 
che ſort of Country we call a Fore#. 
And ſuch was Flanders for many 
years before Charlemaign's time, when 
the Power of the Francs, having raiſed 
and eſtabliſh'd a great Kingdom of their 
own, upon the entire CES Gaul, 
began to reduce the Diforders of that 
Country to the form of a Civil, or (at 
leaſt) Military Government ; to make 
diviſions and diſtributions of Lands and 
Juriſdictions, by the Bounty of the 
Prince, or rhe Services of his chief Fol- 
lowers and Commanders; To one of 
whom, a great extent of this Land was 
given, with the Title of Fore#ter of Flan- 
ders. This Office continued for ſeveral 
deſcents, and began to civilize the Coun- 
try, by repreſling the violence of Rob- 
bers and Spoilers, who infeſted the 
Woody and Faſt Places, and by encou- 
raging the milder People to fall into 
Civil Socictics, to euſl00 thei = 
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ſtry for Subſiſtence, to Laws for Pra- 
tection, and to their Arms united under 
the Care and Conduct of their Gover- 
nours, for Safety and Defence. 

In the time of Charlemaiene, as ſome 
write; or, as others, in that of Charles 
the Bald, Flanders was erected into a 
County, which changed the Title of 
Foreſter for that of Count, without in- 
terrupting the Succeſſion, 

What the Extent of this County 
was at firſt, or how far the Juriſdiction 
of Foreſters reached, I cannot affirm; 
nor whether it only bordered upon, or 
included, the lower parts of the vaſt 
Woods of Ardenne, which in Charle- 
maign's time, was all Foreſt as high as 
Aix, and the rough Country for tome 
Leagues beyond it, and was uſted com- 
monly by that Emperor for hjs Hunt- 
ing : This appears by the ancient Re- 
cords of that City , which attribute 
the Diſcovery, or at leaſt, retrieying the 
knowledge of thoſe hot Barhs, to the 
Fortune of that Prince, while he was 
Hunting: For his Horſe poching one 
of his Legs into ſome hollow Ground, 
made way for the {moaking Water tq 
break our, and gave occaſion for the 
Emperor's _— that City, and ma» 
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king it his uſual Seat, and the place of 
Coronation 'for the following Empe- 
pac” * 

'* Holland, being an Iſland made by the 
dividing Branches of the aricient Rhyne, 
andcalfed formerly Batavia, waseſteem- 
cd rather -a 'part of' Germany than Gavl, 
( between which ir was ſeated, )' in re» 
gatd of its being planted by the Catr, 
a great and ancient People of Germany, 
and was treated by the Romans rather 
as an Allied than a SubjeRed Province ; 
who drew from' thence no other Tribute 
beſides Bands bf Soldiers, much eſteem» 
ed for their * Valour, and joined” as 
Auxiliaries 'to their Legions in their 
Gallick, German, and Britiſh Wars. 

'*Tis probable, this Iſland changed in a 
great meaſure Inhabitants and' Cuſtorns, 
as well as Names, upon tlic Inroads of 
the barbarous Nations, but chiefly of 
the Norpans and Danes, from whole 
Countries ahd Language the Names of 
Holland 'and Zialand feem to be derived. 
Bur * abour the "Year ' 860, a' Son of 
the Count” of *Frize, by  Daiighter of 
the Emperor Lei the Second, was by 
him m ted” Count of T0 ns 
gave beginning to that Title ; which, 
Funcling Tie thar time through ſo many 
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dirett or collateral Succeſiions and ſome 
Ufurpationhs, cafne to an'end-at latt in 

Philigthe Second, 'King of Spair, by-rhe 
deletion of the Unnted Provinces. 

Under theſe firſt Foreſters and Counts, 
who gs ro'take thoſe waſted Coun- 
tries and mixed People into their _ 
and to' intend ' the '(growrh, - ſtrongth, 
and riches of their Subjects; which they 
eſteemed to be their: own : » Many 'old 
and: demotiſht Caſtles were re-buile, 
many: now ones erected, and given by 
the Princes ro thol& of their: $ybjedts 
or Friends, whom they molt 'lovee op 
clteemeg, with large circuits'of Lands 
for theig ſupport, aad Seiguourial Juris 
diRion overt the' Inhabitants. ' And this 
upon ſeveral cafieCouditions,but cviefly 
of attendance on ther Prince [at this 
necellary: times of either ay a _ 
in Peace, or (crving hin in» Warfic 
politbly, forme 0 theſe. Seigheucics: bo 
heir Juriſdictions, may,as thep 
have been the remains of A woes old 
Principalities:in thoſe Countries: 
the. Gallick and! German Natwons, the 
firſd knſtirutions- whercof were toft in 
the. immenſivy- of time-that preceded; the 
Roman.: Diſcoveries or Conga, and 
mighs be.dcrived _—_ fron yhe- fivlh 
p 4 Pater» 
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Paternal Deminion, or Concurrence of 
looſe People into orderly Neighbor- 
hoods, witha deference, if nor ſlbject- 
on, to the wiſeſt or braveſt among them. 
Under the ſame Counts were either 
founded pr reſtored many Cities and 
Towns; of which the old had their 
ancient Freedoms and Juriſdictions con- 
firmed, or others annexed ; and the 
New had cither the ſame granted to 
them by example af rhe others ; or great 
Immumties and Priviledges for the en- 
couragement of Inhabitants ta come and 
People in them : All theſe Conſtituti« 
ons agreeing much in fubſtance perhaps 
by imitation, or elſe by the agrecing 
nature of the People, for whom, or by 
whom, they were framed, bur differing 
in. form according to the difference of 
their Original, or the ſeveral Natures, 
Cuſtoms and Intereſts of the Princes, 
whoſe Conceſſions many of them were, 
and all rheir Permiſſions. 
Another Conſtiturion which entred 
deep into their Government, may be 
derived from another ſource. For thoſe 
Northern Nations, whoſe unknown Lan» 


and- Countries perhaps made 


SUage 

them be called Barbarass,(rhough indeed 

almoſt all Nations out of hog and 
| Greece 
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Greece were ſtyled fo by the Romans,) 
bur whoſe Victories in obtaining new 
Seats, and Orders in poſſeſſing them, 
mighr _=_ us allow them for a berter 
palicy'd People, thanthey a ed b 
the vaſtnef , their muſt —_— = 
rage of their Barrels. 

Wherever they paſt, and ſeated their 
Colonies and Dominions, they left a 
Conſticution which has ſince been cal- 
led in moſt European Languages, The 
States ; conſiſting of Three Orders, 
Noble, Eccleſiaſtical, and Popular, uns 
der the limited Principality of one 
Perſon, with the ſtyle of Xing, Prince, 
Duke, or Count. The remainders art 
leaſt, or traces hereof, appear till in 
all rhe Principalities founded by thoſe 
People in Faly, France and Spain ; and 
were of a piece with the preſent Cons 
ſtirurions 1n moſt of the great Domi- 
nions an t'other ſide of the Rhyne: And 
it ſcems to have been a temper firſt 
introduced by them berween the Ty-+ 
ranny. of the Eaſtern Kingdoms, and 
the Liberty of the Grecian or Rowan 
Commonwealths. 

'Tis true, the Goths were Gentiles 
when they firſt broke into the Roman 
Empire, till one great ſwarm of this 

& People 
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People, upon Treaty with one of the 
Roman Emperors, and upon Conceſli- 
ons of -a great Trad of Land to be a 
Seat for their Nation, - embraced at 
once the Chriſtian Faith. After which, 
the Game People breaking out of the Li- 
mits had been allowed them, and by 
- freſh numbers bearing all down where 
they bear their march; 'as they were a 
great. meats of propagating Religion 
11 many parts of Europe where they ex- 
tended their Congueſts ; ſo the Zealof 
theſe new Proſelytes, warmed by the 
vencration they, had for their Bulhops 
and Paſtors, and enriched by the ſpoils 
and polkkſſions of ſo vaſt Countries, 
{acm.. to have: been the Firſt: chat in- 
troduced the. maintenance of the Chur- 
ches and Clergy, by. cndowments - of 
Lands, ps, and Vaſſpls, appro- 
priated to them.:: For before this time 
the Authority,.of - the Prieſthood. in all 
Religioqs ſeemed: wholly to. conſilt 'jn 
the - Peoples Opinion. of thei Picty, 
Learning, or, Vartues, or a Reverence 
for. their Character and Myſtical Cere» 
monies and Inſtitutions:; their Su | 
or. their Revenues, © in :the. voluntary 
Oblations of: -pious Men, . the Bounty 
of--Rrigces; ' 05} in. a, Rn 
| ; Q 
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of rhe Labours and Gains of thoſe who 
lived under their Cure, and nor in any 
which Boden wholly ts" the CH 
which belonged wholly to rhe Ciyil 
Power : A nc | Nee, th bg he 
raxes the Luxury of the Biſhops in Ya- 
lentinian's time, yet he (peaks of their 
Riches which occaſioned or foment: 
it, as ariſing wholly from the Qblations 
of the People. ' Bug the Deyotion of 
theſe new Chriſtians introducing this 
new form of endowing their Churches; 
and' afterwards Pepin and CharJemaign 
King of the Franks, upon their Vidto- 
ries in /taly, and the favour of the Ro- 
man Biſhop to their Title and Arms, 
having annexed great "Territories and 
Juriſdictions to that See: This Exam- 
le, or Cuſtom, was followed b moſt 
Bic of the Northern Races «Ser 
the reſt of Europe, and; brought ipto 
the Clergy great Poſleiſions of, Lands, 
and by a necc(fary conſequence. I 
thare of a Temper Power, fror 


ndances of their Subjects, or L rs.; 
by which means they came oe fr” 
' 


nerally one of the three * Oxders thai 
compoled the Aſſembly of the States 
in he toaſt iy, 

This Conſtirution of the Srres had, 


IT 
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been eſtabliſh'd from time immemorial 
in the ſeveral Provinces of the Low- 
Countries, and was often aſſembled for 
determining Diſputes abour Succeſſion 
of their Princes, where doubtful or 
conteſted ; For deciding thoſe between 
the great Towns : for raiſing a Milice 
for rhe Defence of their Countries in 
the Wars of their Neighbors ; For Ad- 
vice in time of Dangers abroad, -or 
Diſcontents at home ; But always up- 
on the new Succeſſion of a Prince, and 
upon any new Impoſitions that were 
necc on the People. The uſe of 
this Aſſembly was another of thoſe 
Liberties, whereof the Inhabitants of 
theſe Provinces were ſo fond and fo 
renacious. The reſt, beſides thoſe an- 
tient Privileges already mentioned of 
their Towns, were Conceſſions and Gra- 
ces of ſeveral Princes, in particular 
Exemptions or Immunities, Juriſdiftion 
both in choice and exerciſe of Magi- 
ſtracy and Civil Judicature within 
themſelves; or elſe in the Cuſtoms of 
uſing none bur Natives in Charges and 
ces, and paſſing all weighty Aﬀairs 

by the great Council compoſed of the 
great Lords of the Country, who were 
2n a manner all Temporal, there berg 
[0 


an” 


p 
1 
] 
f 
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but three Biſhops in all the Seventeen 
Provinces, till rhe time of Philip the 
Second of Spain. 

The Revenues of theſe Princes con- 
ſiſted in their ancient Denieſnes, in ſmall 
Cuſtoms, { which yer grew conſiderable 
by rhe greatneſs of Trade in the Ma- 
ritime Towns, ) and in the voluntary 
Contributions of their Subjects, either 
in the States or in particular Cities, 
according to the Neceſſities of their 
Prince, or the Aﬀections of the People. 
Nor were theſe frequent ; for the For- 
ces of theſe Counts were compoſed of 
ſuch Lords, who cither by rheir Go- 
vernments, or other Offices; or by the 
Tenure of their Lands, wereobliged to 
attend their Prince on Horſeback, with 
certain numbers of Men, upon all his 
Wars: or elſe of a Milice, which was 
call'd Les gens d'ordonnance, who (er- 
ved on foot, and were not unlike our 
Train-bands ; rhe uſe, or at leaſt ſtyle 
whereof, was renewed in Flanders up- 
on the laſt War with France in 1667, 
when' the Count Egmont was made by 
the Goyernor, General de gens d' of don- 
mance. 

Theſe Forces were defrayed by the 
Cities or Countries, as the others were 

| raiſed 
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tied by the Lords when occaſion re- | 


quired; and all were licenſed immedi- 
arely when it was paſt, ſo that, they 
were of little Chirge to the Prince. 
His Was were but with other Princes 
f his own ſize, or Competitors to his 
Principality; or ſometimes, with the 
utinics of, his great Towns; Shorr, 
though violent ; and decided by one 
Barre or Sie Iege; unleſs they, fell into the 
Joberets ber cen E La and France, 
Fn then t Fg : 1x wn aged bu i in the 
Skirrs of the War, the grols of it be- 
ing waged between the * ge Kings, ,ay 
theſe maller Fences e of for 
the Credit of Allia CC, Or j 7 the 
commodioulneſs 2D! Dr erſion, rather 
than for, any an veg they made 
in the Whain of 0 
The moſt hoon "Wars of the 
Con of Hol, Were. \ with the Fri- 
ral Aart of the old Saxons,;, and the 
ER attels of ſors, of the ,Counts 
Langer , Were, with , the, Normaps, 


that wa .into Frayce, ang 
wer 6 pat lalt of thoſe Nat ations that. have 
infelted the _ Southern Parts of Ex: 
rope. [I have fometimes though, . = 
it aL Iv come to 29s, Was. Of. 
tifinite” ſwarm of that y 
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Hive, which ſo often ſhook the Weelg 
like a grear Tempeſt, and overflow 
it like 4 Torrent; changing Names 
and Cuſtoms, and Government, an 


which, upon record of ſtory, under the 
name of Gauls, pierced into Greece id 
lily, facking Rome, and belieging the 
Capitol in Camillus his time ; under 
that of the Cimbers, marcht through 
France, to the very confines of i2h, 


defended by Marius ; under that -| 


CSS of ® 


of the Roman pire , ſackt Rome 
thrice in a ſmall compals of years, ſcat- 
ed three Kingdoms in Spain and Africk, 
as well as Lombardy ; and under that 
of Danes or Normans, polleſt themſely 
of England, a great part of France, E= 
even of . Naples bd Sicily. How, (I 
lay) theſe - ny which ſeemed to 
{pawn in every Age, and at ſome in- 
rervals of time diſcharged ot own 
native Countries of ſo vaſt Numbers, 
and with ſach terror to the World, 
ſhould about ſeyen or cight hundred 
years ago kave off the ule of chele 
furious Expeditions, as if on a ſudden 
. they 


Is 


they ſhould have grown barren, or 
tare, of better contented with their 
own ill Climates. But I ſuppoſe, we 
owe this benefit wholly to the growrh 


and progreſs of Chriſtianity in the North, | 
by which carly and undiſtinguiſh'd Co- 


pularion, or multitude of Wives, were 
either reſtrained or abrogated: By the 
ſame means Learning and Civility got 
footing among them in ſome degree, 
and encloſed certain Circuits of thoſe 
vaſt Regions, by the diſtinQtions and 
bounds of Kingdoms, Principalities, or 
Commonalties. Men began to leave 
their wilder Lives, ſpent without other 
Cares or Pleaſures, of Food, or of 
Luſt; and betook themſelves to the 
eaſe and entertainment of Societies : 
With Order and Labour, Riches be- 
gan, and Trade followed; and theſe 
made way for Luxury, and that for 
many Diteaſes or ill habits of Body, 
which, unknown to the fotmer and 
ſimpler Ages, began to ſhorten and 
weaken both Life and Proctreation, 
Beſides, the diviſions and Circles of Do- 
.minion occaſioned Wars between the 
ſeveral Nations, though of one Faith; 
and thoſe of the Poles, Fiungarians, and 
Muſcovites, with the Tarks ot Tartars, 
made 
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de greater Slaughters and by theſe 
yes orgy Liſi the: Numbers:of 
tholt, ferxil: Broo i have been leſſened, 
and their:Limits ing mcaſitre confined; 
and we: haye!had theraby,.:for to long 
rogether:in»;thele: partscof-the 'W 
the,: Hlans and Li \abDrawing 
uriown | , upon Quarrelaaf 
__—_ or Ayarice;!Ambitiatt.or Pride; 
wishout the allſtance,] ot Need;:.of, any: 
barbarous/Navions: coi-deſts6y ms;  --- 
T But: tocend;! this! ,} and £24 


turn tothe Low- Conmrice, where the Gor 
veenment laſted, in-thefbrm add man+ 
ner deſeribed j0(- the in (feveral-Princis 
paliries';/ (ill -Philipo:of Burgundy, th 
otadene Ferrargenigge gant 
age) v6). aut canon roul 


Anke Ptinecy.and —— 5 of 
the; Deople 31 both Paullp, and his _ 
Charles, thi debt dy; forngrthembelves:a: 
Mauth f ;then mutttricakeneds: 
awMWallyuby: we, rb m_—_— 
CE LE 
, ars. 

of; nga node - aaa a Maxi 
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nd. M., 


Chai of the Unired Provinces, 
Plays + fot © their: deferiove "againſt 
F/540155"-and" inf this Bf 'Charles- the 
Fiftls, + auch pregrer! Fotees of 1Spari- 
#HPAHA TM lians," upon” the | fanke oc- 
cfibi*/ a thing ) unknown co the 'Low- 
CO in the: time” of ' their! for- 
rae? Princes, ' Bar'clirough” the whote 
courſe of this Emperor's Reigh; who! 
was'tommontly oft: the fotruniace handy 
lis Greatne(s and Fatwe/ thorcafingy 09s: 
gdthef;; 'dther diverredt os fixp | 
ay -diſtortrtencs of 11is/ Swbje&s! 
rhe&increate - of rheir'Paymencs, or che” 
gfievince of fo many Foreign Froops' 
among theny. Befides,' Charles was' of 
a petitle and a genctous Nature; !' arid; 
bethp' Born in the! DonCounmler| was 
tardtally kind atld: eafie) 60 thas Pro 
ple; "Whoſe Cuſtoms/and - Language! ho! 
always uſed! when Hewas among then; ! 
antertploycd' all 'hoir great Meri" 
the CHarpes-of His Court; his Goverttr' 
nit, ot his Arles; through rhe\feves: 
ral'pates 6f his4aft Hons j (o that? 
upd che! laſt pete Abtiow of: his We,” 
wikeh was the reflgn&donof his Crowne” 
rf $93/Sort 41d Byotheb, he left ro Phys 
lip the/Second; the” 'Seventoent Provine 
cit #cordifion'9/Peaemabls, and as 
a 
C 2 


(of Philip 


ry: 


The Biſe Ss a - Ghap/t; 
th the: Seconds//+ conjng:W: ks 


5 Soo > 1 gs 
AUAIANS}. A 

ſome: Erial af; gaodrand- Ill 
che Was nigh EaOtes ( which was 


» 4 


ner of all-; CN WA 
ſte degree. or! +ber cngaged in,gho. 
[ of theſe Pripcces. After, this,” 
oived ed to rewra'into Spain, and leave. 
rank auader 2 ſubordinate 
h's. rine erhe;.conſtant , Sear) of. 


Cs ed whigtimtibecn till, Charles. 


bee ons on ir 


ne and Gr rr a "Ay. 
GE Riſrroda il 


Houſe, -and;the:j 


cik-and | Confidenco4,.apon "Spire, 


and thereby introducing their 


Habits, ' and. .Langyage into | cog Gout: 
of Flanders : continuing, after the Peace, 
oe Spanijh __ liaties Forces, | 8 
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the-Demand. of Supplics-ffom:the Stats 
which the War had-made, oecclary, and) 
the-ca(icr fupparted!'; (Ho: foon left. ofh 
being lov'd,” and begano be-feared: by: 
the Inhabitants of .thote[Ptoviaces. '::-:;; 
Buv Philip the Sccondthough it not: 
agreeing: with the Poop and Greatnel3 
of the Houſe of Azſtrix, :already ar the: 
Head of ſo mighty Doaminions;: nor with: 
his Deſigns of an yer greaver Empire, > 
conſxder | the: Diſcontents}.,or : Grievanm 
ces of ſo ſmall a Country; nor tro:be 
limited: by- their aricient Forms of. Go- 
vernment: And rherefare, at his Depary 
rure' for} Spain, and Subitirution of: his 
Natural: Sitter the Dutcheſs. of Parma, 
for Governeſs of the; LowrCountries, atv 
ſiſted/by the Miniſtry of: Gramvel, be 
left her inſtructed rs icontinue- the- For 


reign Froops, and :the:Demand of Mar: 


ney from the States for their Support; 
which ' was now by a long<;coude. of: 
War grown cuſtomary ;:atnong them, 
and 'the  Sums only ; dapured + betwiten. 
the Prince and the States - To eltablyh 


the Fourteen -Biſhops?-ho had agreed. 


with the-Pope, ſhould be-added ro the” 


Three,: thar were anciently in the Zovy: 


_ Y rH revive' the: _ - 
arles Fifth aggialh Zvther, pub; 
4 _ : Phd 


UT: 


_ _—_— 4 a > 5 , 
_ "> -4. x _ 4 m— : r 
nike be Ts 
* - - 
% 


»” 
7” 


24. The "Rio. andiiPiegeſe\> © Chap, 
hiſed in a Dice ofhe Enipie-atiour 
the year 1550,%borichuded; thew+ 
and' thereby to: mgke way, for-thedn-. 
quiſition with''the fame comrie!if:had 
received -jn.. Spam; of! whieh: the 
Eutherans ' hepe;;:and the'|Hvors there, 
were made an. 'equal Pretenot. »And 
thoſe points, :as'vhey came to be-dwn- 
od a executed,” made the firſt Com- 

motions of "Meats*Minds in: the Pro- 

Vitiees. 4 tiny; S ? 

"The hatred of/'the People: againſt 

the ' Spaniards, and the Infolencies' of 

thole Troops; 'with the charge of./ their 
if » madethem look'd-upon bythe 

habirants- in' general, as-the- Inſtru- 
ments of their: eſfion and Slavery, 
and not of their Defence, when a! ge- 
neral Peace had[left:them no; Enemnes : 

And therefore: the Statos began” here 

their Complyins,: with a general Con- 

YOu the wobin AS 

well as Towns qgad Country. And-upon 

the delaysthat waycontired,oefellin 


the Starcy fir{t tiefrſpd to rai more 
or-their own flatiding Twwagsy and* 


{great dalpair; * yhac 
phe ger oe 
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Mee hs ween the 9 il. 'W, [1 
D Fins, .cþer,, Ren J 
ſtrances, was Mus et ; 
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great joy an appla 
The erc hs LH: 


ſhops Sees, railed OR oo 
The great Lords Jeoky ,uy9n, this 


yation. as 2 lefing, a Ut 0D 


g*z 8 ov 


by introducing ſo*many.ne namg 
i. The Abo bots 
dowed) p leaded aa, 
altcpatign vp m es 
the Dead) 
£0 EL A 
ticular ule, Theron ns 
X it, 38. a new. d 8, OP ppral ph 
Coyrts of NY itn and CNEL a 
wi of Judges, being 


ihe eat Counci A. 
of whoſe Lands they 5 PEE. to. be, 
Church, B. 
who had given 5k e 
n their Cotes, rey; by 
 aghey. ere 0 many, new .5 
that were ; before 
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Lin wicrn 
thoſe parts of: SA 'Low Cds that 
conifine uptti Fane, as the Troubles 
of —— had" before of Luthirans, 

intd the” Provinces about rhe" Rhine : 
and the Proſecutjphs'under Queen, Mary, 
uk; on Shs of wn vo into 


t 
Kio "ich BYu- 
cidet tk 
ſilled theſe Countries, in a'ilnall Tract 
of Time, with Sata of the Reformed 
Profeſſors : "And""'the ' Admirarion of 
Zeal, 'the Opinion of their Do- 


and Piery , the Compaſliati of 
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Dilcontents ,..ax..the Humour, of jthe 
Ape, gain'd; them. every Day many 
PRES Wm Low Countries; ſous 
bg, ge. Ngbles,; many among.the 
ges,.but moſt, among \the, Cities, 
MR Foe, and es were. much 
encrealed by, .theſe , new Inhabitanes; 
and. whole Tor {t thereby, .as well as 
Conyesation, drow; them on:,to their 
Fob ade, Work, for the, Inqzifh 
his. ma ork, for the, Inquiſition, 
cough ads ly., exerciſed: by the 
Prudence E Wd; Temper of the Gover+ 


neſs, between the Rigor' of 
ene * who yp tothe. higheſt 
his Maſter's Au 1ority,, and the Execu- 
tion, of his Commands, upon all occa» 
ſions; * and the Reſoluteneſs, of .. the 
Lords of the Provinces, to temper the 
King's Edits, and proteq the Laberties 
of their Country againſt the Admiſſt- 
on of this New = Arbitrary Judica» 
ture, unknown. to all ancient Laws and 
Cuſtoms of the. Country; and for 
that , not leſs odjous to the People, 
han for the Cruelty of their Executions, 
For, before the Inquiſition, the Care of 
Religion was in the Biſhops ; and be- 
fore that, in the Civil Magiltraces 
taroughout the Prayinces, 

Upon 
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fry 6 edi Es "of tie Du 
| Bifth,” $fown at! haſt 4 -, | uit 
EEE EI "Srearnels, of | Lot 
- than the els c fe. cil : 
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jr from © Paſſion! of Tareteſt,) the 
which was {o univerſally through Go 
the whale Body of the People, anther duc 
by the Cauſes "* it, or ' the Example, Tee 
rhat the Lords firſt refiiſed theit arten- — £0 
dance /irt Council, oeetting, Net | 
* endure the fieht's Man .. ſo. abſo- the! 
there, ana to *y ruin of their rwec 
: © And" afterwards Petitioned | 474 
rhe King in the Name of the whole (rl 
for his terhoyal ; Upon the © 4b 
delay whereof atid the continuance of othy 
ink oi ng *the People appeared, | 
ily occaſions and accidents, = 
heered ro that degree, * as threatned a | rhe 
general Combuſtion 'in the whole' Bo- | ®* 
dy, when ever the traſt Flame ſhould To 
break our in any* part, Wh 
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But the-King-at lengrh conſented; to 

Granvell's Fours by the Opinion of-rthe 

Dutcheſs of Parma, as well: as the per- 


| fuirof che Proviaces : Whereupon the 
* Lords reafſumed their places in-Coun- 


cil ; Count Exwont was ſent irito.Spain 
to repreſent the Grievances of ''the Pro- 
VInCEs } and-being favourably diſpatcher 


; by the' King, - eſpecially by remitring 
; tlic rigor of- the Edits abour Religi- 


on, andthe Inquiſition, ' alt noiſe of 


' Diſcontent and Tumulr was-/ appealed, 


the Lords wets made uſe of by the 
Governet(s- in the Council, and Con- 
duct of Aﬀairs ; - and the Governel(s 
was by . the Loxds both Obeyed and 
Honoured. | 

In the beginning of the Year 1565, 
there was a Conference at Bayorme' be- 
rween MHatherine Queen-Mother of 
France and her Son Charles 'the Ninth, 
(rhough very young,) with his' Siſter 
Iſabella Queen -of - Spain : In which no 
other perlon but the Duke of Ava in- 
rerven'd, being-depured rhitherby Ph1- 
lip, who exculed/his own Preſence, and 


> thereby made+ rhis- Enterview pals for 
| an effect or expreſſion of kindneſs be- 


rween the Mother and her' Children. 
Whether great Reſolutions are the more 
dl} | ſuſpeRted 
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uſpeRted;: where great Secxchie' is; ob- 
ſeryed; ;ot if irbe Sd.” iohch the Prince 
of Orange affirmed to have by accident 
diſcovered, That the Extirpation of all 
Families, which ſhould profeſs : the New 
Religion;; in_; the French or . Spaniſh 
Dominions,, was: here agreed on, with 


mutual Aſiiſtance of the two Crowns ; * 


"Tis. certain ; - and was owned; that 
Matters of. 'Religion were -the Subject 
of that. Conference; | and 'that ſoon 
after,- in ;-the ſame Year, came Letters 
from King Philip to. the ,,Dutchelſs of 
Parmp, dilclaiming - the Interpretation 
which , had been given to his Letters 
by Count Egmont , declaring, His 
Pleaſure was, Thar all Hereticks ſhould 
be put to death without - Remiſlion ; 
That the Emperor's Edits, and the 
Council of 7rent, ſhould be publiſh- 
ed .and obſerved ; and -commanding, 
That the utmoſt aſſiſtance of the C1- 
vil Power ſhould be given to- the 1»- 
quifition. 

Whea this was divulged,at firſt,the a- 
ſtoniſhmear was great throughout their 
Provinces; bur that ſoon-gave way to 
their Rage, which .o. appear 


in their Looks, in cheir Speeches, their 


bold Meetings and Libels;- and was 
Enceraled 
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Encreaſed by the miſerable Spectacles of 
lo many Executions upon; Account. of 
Religion-, The ;;Conſtancy, of the Suf- 
ferers, and, QConjpaſſion of ,the'Behold- 
ers, ' conſpiring; generally to: leflen. the 
Qpiaion of Guilt or Crime, and! heighten 
@ Neteſtation of the Puniſbment and De- 
lirg of Reyenge,:;;againſt the Authors of 


that ; Counſel;; of whom the -Duke © 


Alva, was: eſteemed the Chief, /, -.::/ 
11; Ja che. beginning? of the /Zear-,1566, 
began an open. Mutiny of the Citizens 
1,many Towns, ;hindring Executions, 
and, forcing .Prifons and Officers; and 
this. was: followed. by a Confederacy 
of..'the Loxds, Never: to ſuffer the - 7n- 
quifition inthe »Low-Conmries, 48: con- 
rrary to-all Laws, both Sacred and Pro- 
phane, and; excceding the. Cruclty of 
all, former Tyrannies,- upon. which, - all 
Reſolutions: of; Force:: or Rigor. grew 
unlafe for the! Goyernment, -;now: too 
weak. for fuch a Revolation. of. the Peo+ 
ple, ; , and 0n'-the other fide, Brederode, 
um, confidence! of the -general )Favpur, 
came. in the , Head. of Two, hundred 
Gendemen,  thorow- the Provinces, 'to 
Bruſſe/s, and; in bold Terms petitioned 
the,\Governels for aboliſhing the /nqu= 
(tion; and Edits about Religion; and 


that 
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that new ohes' ſhould be franc by" a 


Conventiow of the Stivesy (i + 
- This Gorernel' was' freed: wileſ 
gentle'Remettics: to fe %olewt 6 Dil 


caſe;-u6 receive the” Petition "withott | 
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Chap. I. of the United Provinces. 33 
Govyernels, the Execution of the Laws; 
the ſuppreſſing and puniſhment of all, 
who had been Authors or Fomenters of 
the late Seditions. 

This Reſult was ' put ſuddenly] in 
execution, though wholly a the 
Advice of the Dutcheſs of Parma in 
Flanders, and the Duke of Feria ( one 
of the chief Miniſters) in Spain : 
Who thought, the pteſent Peace of the 
Provinces ought not tv be inyaded by 
new _—_ op the Royal Autho- 
rity leſſened, by being made a P 
ins War upon his 'Subjedts; ety, 
Miniſter employed, where he was fo 
profeſſedly both hating, and hated ; as 
the Duke of Alva in the Low Coun- 
tries. 

But the King was unmoveable ; {6 
that in the end of the Year 1567, the 
Duke of Alva arrived there with an 
Army of Ten thouſand, the beſt Spaniſh 
and Halian Soldiers, under the Com- 
mand of the choiceſt Officers, which 
the Wars of Charles the Fifth, of 
Philip the Second, had bred up in Ex- 
rope; which, wich Two thouſand Ger» 
mans the Dutcheſs of Parma had rai- 
ſed inthe lait Tumults, and under the 
Command of ſo Old and Renowned 

D | a Ge- 


The Riſe and Progreſs Clap. 1. 
a General as the Duke of Alva, made 
up a Force, which nothing in the Low- 
Countries could look in the face with 
other Eyes, than of Aſtoniſhment, Sub- 
milſhion, or rs ra 
'_ Uponthe firlt report of this Expedi- 
tion, the Trading People of the Towns 
and Cquntry began, in vaſt Numbers 
to, retire out of the Provinces; ſo as 
the Dutcheſs wrote'to the King, Thar, 
in few days, above: a Hundred thou- 
{and Men had left. the Country, and 
withdrawn both their Money and 
Goods, and more were following every 
day : So great Antipathy there ever 
appears between Merchants and Soldi- 
ers; Whilſt one pretends to be ſafe un- 
der Laws, which , the other pretends 
thall be ſubjet to his Sword, and his 
Will. And upon the firſt Action of 
the Duke of Alva after his Arriyal, 
which was the ſeizing Count Egmont 
and Horn, as well as the ſuſpeted Death 
of the Marqueſs of Berghen, and im- 
priſonment of Montigny in Spain, ( whi- 
ther, ſome Months before, they had been 
{ent with Commiſſion and Inſtructions 
from the Dutchels,) ſhe immediately 
deſired leave of the King to retire out 
of the Low-Conntries. 
T This 
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"" This' was eaſily: obtained, and the 
Duke of Alva inveſted in the Goyern- 
ment, with Powers never given before 
to any Governour ': A Council of 
Twelve was erected for Tryal of all 
Crimes committed againſt the King's 
Authority, which was called by the 
People, The Council of Blood, Great 
numbers were condemned and execu- 
ted by Sentence of this Council, upon 
account of rhe late Inſurreftions: More 
by that of the Inquiſition, againſt. the 
parting-advice ofthe Dutcheſs of Par- 
ma, and the Exclamations of the Peo- 
- at thoſe illegal Courts. The Towns 
omached the breach of their Char- 
ters, -the People of their Liberties, the 
Knights of the Golden- Fleece the Char- 
ters of their Order, by theſe new and 
odious Courts of Judicature: All com- 
plain of the diſuſc of the States, of the 
mtrodudion of Armies, bur all in vain : 
The King was conſtant ro what he 
had derermined ; Alva was in his 'na- 
ture cruel and inexorable ; the new 
Army was fierce and brave, and del1- 
rous of nothing {o- much as a Rebelli- 
on inthe Country :- The People were 
enraged, bur-awed and unheaded ; All 
was Seizure and Proceſs, Confiſcation 
D 2 and 
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and Impriſonment, Blood and Horror, 
Inſolence and Dejection, Puniſhments 
executed and meditated Revenge : The 
finaller Branches were lopt oft apace ; 
the great ones were. longer a hewing 
down. Count Egmont and Horne laſt- 
ed ſeveral Months ;/ bur, at length, in 
ſpight of all their Services to Charles 
& Fifth, and to Philip; as well of 
their new Merits,. in the quieting of 
the Provinces, and of ſo great Suppli- 
cations and Interceſſions as were made 
in their Favour, both in Spain and in 
Flanders, they were publickly beheaded 
at Bruſſels, which ſeemed to break. all 
patience in rhe People; and, by their 
end, to give thoſe Commotions a be- 
ginning, which coſt Europe ſo much 
Blood, and Spain, a great part of the 
Low-Country-Provinces. 

After the Proceſs of Egmont. and 
Horne, the Prince of Orange, who was 
retired into Germany, was ſummoned 
to his Trial for the ſame Crimes, of 
U_ woo nes had been accuſed ; 
and, u S not appearing, Was con- 
yes. Aru gu proclai Traige, and his 
whole Eſtate , which was very great 
in the Provinces, ( and in Burgundy ) 
(cized upon, as forfeited to the King 
| c 
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The Prince, treated inthis manner, while 
he was quiet and unarmed in Germany, 
employs all his Credit. with thoſe Prin- 
ces engaged to him by Alliance, ; or by 
common - Fears of | the Houle of Au- 


ftria, throws off all Obedience: tq the 


Duke of Alva, railes Forces, joyns with 
great numbers flocking to him out of 
the: Provinces; All enraged at the 
Duke of Alva's Cruel and Arbitrary 
Government, and . reſolycd tg. revenge 
the Count Eemont's Death, ( who, had 
ever been the Darling of the People. ) 
With theſe Troops he enters #rieſtang, 
and invades the qutward parts of Bra- 
bant, receives Succors from the Prote- 
ſtants of France, then in Arms under 
the Prince of Conde : And after many 
various Encounters and Succelſes, by 
the grear Conduct of A4lva, ,and., Va- 
lour of his Vetexage' Army, being hin- 
dred from ſeizing upon any Town n 
Brabam, (which both of them Knew 
would ſhake the. Fideljry of rhe; Pro» 
vinces,) he is at length forced to, break 
up his. Army,and x9-retire into!Germasy, 
Hercupon, Alva returns inJIriumghze 
Bruſſels; and as, if he had made 8 
Conquelt, inſtead of a Defence, cqulics 
out of the Cannan taken from .{rm# 
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of Naſſau, his Statue to be caſt in Bras, 
treading and inſulting upon two ſmallcy 
Starues, ' that reprelented' the Two E-» 
ſtates of the Low-Copuntries; And this to 
be erected in the Citradel he had built 
at Antwerp, for the abſolute ſubjecting 
of thar' rich, populous, and mutinous 
Town. 145 

Nothing had raifed greater Indigna+ 
tion among the Flewings, than -the 
publick * ſight and oſtentation of "this 
Statue; and the more , becauſe they 
knew' the Boaſt 'to' be true; finding 
their ancient Liberties ' and Privileges 
(the Inheritance -of-{o' many Apes, or 
Bounty ' of ſo many ' Princes) all now 
proſtrate before this one Man's: Sword 
and Will; who from the time of Charles 
the Fifth- had ever © been cſteemed-an 
Enemy of their Nation; ' and Author*of 
all' the 'Counſels -fat' the abſolute ſub- 
duing their 'Country. ; 

But Alva, moy'd' with no Rumors, 
terrified” with no "Threats from a bro- 
ken "and unarmed” People, and think- 
ing no Meaſures nor Forms were any 
more neceſlary ro be obſerved in- the 
Lew-Countries , pretends . greater © Sums 
are neceſſary for the Pay and Reward 
of his Victorious Troops, than-+-were 
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annually granted'apon the King's'Re- 
queſt, by: rhe - States' of the Provinces: 
And therefore' demands'@ general''Fax 
of ' the' Hundredth part of every Man's 
Eſtate in the Low-Countries, to be/raifed 
at one: And/for the future, the Twen- 
tieth of all Immoveables, and the'Tenth 
of all that was Sold. 

Fhe- States, wich: much Reluctancy, 
conſent to the firſt, as a thing that 
ended at once ; | but refuſed the other 
rwo, alledging the poverty of the Pro- 
vinces, and the ruin of 'Trade. - Upon 
the Duke's perlifting, they petition rhe 
King by Mellengers into -Spain'} but 
without Redreſs; draw our the Y car it 
Conteſts, [{ometimes'ftomacliful,- {ore- 
' times humble, with'the Governor; Till 
the Duke, imparient«0f - further delay, 
cauſes the Edit , without; conſent! of 
the States, to be' publiſhed: at Bruſſ#lF. 
The People refuſe to'pay; the 'Soldiers 
begin to levy by: force; the Townt- 
men all ſhut up their 'Shops; the Pco- 
ple in'the Country forbear the Mar 
ket, 1o'as not fo much- as Brea or 
Meat is to be: bought-tn the Town. 
The Duke is enraged,” and: calls -the 
Soldiers to Arn®, and cominands {eve- 
ral off the Inhabirants, who refuſed the 
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yments,to be hanged that very night 
Cn their Sign Polts ; ara} wy er 
moyes the Obſtinacy of the People ; 
And now the Officers and the ' Guards 
are ready to begin the -Executions, 
when news comes to Town of the ta- 
king of the Brie! by the Gueſes, and 
of S expectation That had given of a 
ſudden Revolt in the Province of Hol- 
land. | 
This unexpected Blow ſtruck the 
Duke of Alva; and foreſceing the 
Conſequences of it, - becauſe he knew 
the Stubble was dry, and now he found 
the Fire was fallen in , he thought 
it an ll time to make an end of the 
Tragedy in Brabant, whilſt a new Scene 
was opened in Holland; and (o, giving 
over for the t his Taxes Exc- 
cutions, applics 'his Thoughts to the 
Suppreſſion of this new Enemy, that 
broke in upon hin+ from the Sea ; and 
for that Reaſon, the Bottam and Reach 
of the Deſign, as well as the Naturc 
and Strength ' of their Forces, were to 
the Duke the;-leſs known, and the 
more fuſpected.:.'. Now becauſe this 
Seizure - of the Briel-began the ſecond 

at Commotion-of the Low-Countries 


2570, and that which indeed never 


ended 
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ended; but in the Loſs of thoſe Pro« 
vinces, where the Death of the Spaziſh 
and Royal Government gave life ro 
a new-Commonwealth; It will be ne- 
ceſſary-to : know, what ſort of Men, 
and by. what Accidents united, and by 
what'Fears or Hopes emboldened, were 
the firſt Authors of. this Adventure. 
Upan Bregerode's delivering a Peti- 
tion to the Dutcheſs.of Parma, againſt 
the Jnquifttion, and for ſome Liberty in 
point. of Religion; Thole Perſons, which 
atrended : him, looking mean in their 
Cloaths and their Garb, were called by 
one of the - Courtiers at their entrance 
into- the Palace, 'Gueſzs, which fſigni- 
fies Beggars; a Name, though raiſed 
by chance, orby ſcorn, yer attected by 
the Party, as an Expretſion of Humi» 
lity and Diſtreſs, and uſed ever after 
by borh ſides, as a Name of Diſtinction, 
comprehending all, who diſſented from 
the Roman Church, how different  ſo- 
cyer in Opinion amang themlelves. 
Theſe Men, ſpread in greatnumbers 
through the whole extent of the Pro- 
vinces, by the accidents and diſpoſiti- 
ons, already mentioned, after the ap- 
pealing af thcir firſt Sedition , were 
proken in thcir common Counlels ; _ 
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by: the Cruelty of tlie Inquiſition, and 
Rigor of Alva, were ia great. mulrti- 
tudes: forced to ..retire out of - che Pro- 
vinces, at leaſt, fuch as had means or 
hopes of ſubliſting abroad': - Many of 
the poorer and.. more deſperate ifled 
into the Woods of the upper Coun- 
cries, ( where they are thick/and wild, ) 
and: liv'd upon Spail; and, \in the firlt 
Deſcent. of the Prince of Orange' his 
Forces, did great .. Miſchiefs+to all 
ſcatter'd Parties of the Duke of 4/- 
us's: Troops in their March through 
thoſe. Parts. . But after that Attempt of 
the. Prince ended without Succeſs, and 
he was forced back into Germany; the 
Count of Marcke, a violent and im- 
placable Enemy to the Duke of Alva 
and. his Government; with many others 
of the broken Troops, ( whom the ſame 
Fortune and Diſpolition had left toge- 
ther in Friezland, ) man'di. out ſome 
Ships of ſmall Force; and berook them» 
{elves to Sea; - and, with Commillſions 
from the Prince of Orange, began to 
prey upon all they -could maſter, that 

longed to the Spaniards. They ſome- 
times ſheltered and watered, and fold 
their Prizes in ſome Creeks or '{mall 
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by Queen” Elizabeth, (then in Peace 
with Spain) ſometimes in the River 
Ems, or'{ome {mall Ports of Friezland:; 
till at length, having gain'd conſider- 
able Riches by thele Adventures, whe- 
ther to ſell, or to refreſh,/ 'wherher dri- 
ven by ſtorm, or led by deſign, ( upon 
knowledge of the ill Blood which the 
new 'Taxes had bred in all the Provinces) 
they landed in the-Ifland 'of the Brie, 
aſſaulted: and: carried the Town; pull'd 
down the Images in the: Churches, pro- 
fefſed openly their Religion, declared 
againſt the Taxes and Tyranny of the 
Spaniſh Government, and were imme- 
diately followed by the Revolt of moſt 
of the Towfs of Holland, Zealand, and 
Weſt Friezland, who threw out the Spu- 
niſh Garriſons, renounced their  Obc- 


| dicnce to King Philip; aod {wore Fide- 
# liry rothe Prince of Oranpe. 


The- Prince returned out of -Ger» 


' many With new Forces, and, making 


uſe of rhis Fury of the People, con- 


' tented not himſelf with Aolland: and 


Zealand, but march'd-up into the very 
Heart of the Provinces;- within five 


; Leagues of Bruſſels, ſeizing upon Mech- 
* lin, and many other Towns, with fo 


| great Conſent, Applauſe, and Concourſe 


of 
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of Pcople, :that the whole © Spaniſh Do- 
minion now :{cemed ready to expire 
in the Low-Cevntries, if it had not been 
revived by the Maſſacre of the Prote- | 
ſtants at Paris, which, contrived by 


ated by a Spaniſh Party in the Court | 
of France, and with ſo fatal a Blow * 
to the contrary Faction, : encouraged |} 
the Duke of Alva, and dampt —_ 
Prince of Orange in the ſame degree; | 
{o that one gathers ſtrength enough to | 
defend the Heart of the Provinces, and | ( 
the other retires into Holand, and makes © 
that the Seat of the War. _ ; 

This Country was ſtrong by its Na- þ 
rure and Seat among the Waters, that * 
encompatls and divide it; but more by | 
a_ rougher ſort of Peqple at that time, * 
leſs ſoftened by Trade, or by Riches ; 
leſs uſed to. Grants of Money and 
Taxes; and proud of their ancient 
Fame, recorded in. the Rowan Storics, ' 
of being obſtinate Defenders of their 
Liberties, and now moſt implacable 
Haters of the Spaniſh Name, 

All theſe Diſpoſitions were encreaſed 
and hardened, . in: the War that enſucd 
under the Duke of Alva's Condudt, or . 
his Sons; by the Slaughter of all in- 
| = nocent 
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nocent Perſons and Sexes, upon the ta- 
king of Naerden , where the Houſes 


| Were burnt, and the Walls levelled to 


the Ground ; by the deſperate Defence 
of Haerlem for ten Months, with all 


* the Practiſes and Returns of Ignominy, 
| Cruelty, and Scornon both ſides ; while 
* the very Women liſted themſelves in 
+ Companies , repaired Breaches , gave 
| Alarms, and beat up Quarters, till, all 
* being famiſh'd, four hundred Burgers 
> (after the Surrender ) were kill'd in cold 
* Blood, among many other Examples of 
an incenſed Conqueror ; which made 
the Humor of the Parties grow more 


deſperate, and their Hatred to Spain 
and Alva incurable. 

The ſame Army broken and forced 
to riſe from before Alcmaer, after a 
long and fierce Sicge in Alva's time ; 
and from before Leyden, in the time of 
Requiſenes ( where the Boors them- 
ſelves opencd the- Sluces, and drown'd 
the Country, reſolving to miſchicf the 
Spaniards, at the Charge of their own 
Ruin, ) gave the great Turn to Aﬀairs 
in Holland. 

The King grows ſenſible of Danger, 
and apprehentive of rhe toral DefeCti- 
on of the Provinces; Alva weary - 
us 
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his Government, firiding his violent 
Councils and Proceedings had raiſed a 
Spirit, which'was quiet before he-came, 
and was never to be laid any more: 
The Duke is recalled, and the War 
goes on under Requiſezes ; who dying 
tuddenly, and without proviſions made 
by the King for a Succeſſor ; the Go- 
vernment, by cuſtoms of the Coun- 


try, devolved by way of Interim up. | 


on the Great Council, which laſted 
ſome time, by the delay of Don Fohn 
of Auſtria's coming, who was declared 
the new Governour. 

Bur in this Interim, the ſtrength of 
the Diſcaſe appears ; for, upon the mu- 
tiny of ſome Spaniſh Troops, for want 
of their Pay, and their {e1zing Aloft, a 
Town near Bruſſels, the people grow 
into a rage, the Tradeſmen give over 
their Shops, and the Country-men 


| 
| 
, 
| 


| 


: 


their Labour, and all run to Arms; In | 


Bruſſcls they force the Scnate, pull our 
thole Men they knew to be moſt ad- 


dicted to the Spaniards, kill ſuch of | 


that Nation as they meet inthe {treers, 
and all in general cry out for the cx- 
pulſion of Forcigners out of the Low- 
Countries, and the Aſſembling of the 
States ; to which the Council 1s forced 
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ro conſent. In the mean time, the chief 
Perſons of the Proyinces enter into an 
Agreement with. the Prince of Orange, 
to carry on the common Afﬀairs of kx, 
Provinces, by the ſame Counſels ; fo as 
when the Eſtates afſembled at Ghemt, 
without any Conteſt, they agreed upon 
that AQ, which was called 7he Pacif- 
cation of Ghent, 'in the Year 1576, 
whereof, the chief Articles were, The 
Expulfion” of all Foreign Soldiers out. of 
the Provinces; Reſtoring all the ancient 
Forms of Government ;, And referring Mat- 
ters of Religion in each Province to the Pre- 
vincial Eſtates; And that for performance 

e reſt of the Provinces Roma for 
ever be confederate with Holland and Zca- 
land, And this made the firſt Period 
of the ,Low-Country Troubles, proving 
to King Philip a dear Experience, how 
little - beſt Conduct, and boldeſt 
Armies, are able to withſtand the Tor- 
rent of a ſtubborn and enraged People, 
which ever þears all down before it, till 
it comes to be divided. into diflercac 


: Channels by Arts, or by, Chance ;-or, 
, till the Springs, which are the Humors 


| that fed ar, come to þe ſpent, or dry up 


of themſelyes. 


The 
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The Foreign Forces, refuſing to de- | 


part, are declared Rebels ; whereupon 
the Spaniſh Troops force and plunder 
C&veral Towns, and Antwerp among the 


| 


reſt, (by advantage of the Citradel, ) * 


with equal Courage and Avarice; and 
defend themſelves in ſeveral Holds from 
the Forces of the States, till Don Fohr's 
arrival at Luxemburg, the only Town of 
the Provinces, where he thought him- 
ſelf ſafe, as not inyolved in the De- 
fefion of the reſt. | 
The Eſtates reſuſe ro admit him, 
without his accepting and confirming 
the Pacification of ' Ghent ; which ar 
lengrh he does, by leave from the King, 
and enters upon the Government with 


the Diſmiſſion of all Foreign Troops, 1 


which return into Zaly. But ſoon after, 
Don John, whether our of Indigna- 
tion to ſee himſelf bur a precarious Go- 
vernor, without Force or Dependence : 
or, defiring new occaſions of Fame by 
a Wat ; or, inſtrufted from Spain up- 
on new Counſels, rakes the - occaſ\i- 
on of complementing Queen Margaret 
of Navay upon her Journey ourof Fraxce 
to 'the Spaw, and on a ſudden fcizes 
upon the Caſtle of Namur. Whereupon 
the Provinces for the chird timc _ 
(0 
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oft their Obedience, call the Prince of 
Orange to Bruſſels, where he is made 
Protetor of Brabant, by the States of 
that Province, and Preparations are 
made on both ſides for the War : 
While Spain is buſie to form new Ar- 
mics, and draw them together in Na- 
mur and Luxembure, the only Pro- 
vinces obedient to that Crown : And 
all the reſt agree to elect a Governor 
of their own, and ſend to Matthias the 
Emperor's Brother , to offer him the 
Charge. 

At this time began to be formed 
the Male-content Party in the Low- 
Countries ; which, tho, agreeing with 
the reſt in their hatred to the Spani- 
ards, and Defence of their Liberties 
and Laws, yet were not inclin'd to 
ſhake off” their Allegiance tro their 
Prince, nor change thcir old and eſta- 
blith'd Religion: And theſe were head- 
ed by the Duke of Areſchot, and fe- 
veral Great Mcn, the more averſe from 
a general Detection, by emulation or 
envy of the Prince of Orange his Great- 
neſs, who was now grown to have all 
the Influence and Creuitin the Counſels 
o! the League. 

By the Afliſtance of this Parry, after 
Y - Don 
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Don John's ſudden Death, the Duke of 
Parma, ſucceeding him, = Strength 


and Reputation upon his coming to 
the Government, and ah entrance upon 
that great Scene of Glory and Victory, 
which made both his Perſon ſo renown- 
ed, and the time of his Government 
ſignalized by ſo many Sieges and Bat- 
tels, and the Reduction of fo great a 
part of the Body of the Provinces to the 
Subjetion of Spain. 

Upon the Growth of rhis Party, and 
for diſtinction from them, who, purſuing 
a middle and dangerous Counſel, were 
at length to become an acceſſion to one 
of the Extremes ; The more Northern 
Provinces, mecting by their Deputies 
at Utrecht, in the Year 1579, framed 
that Act or Alliance, which was ever 
after called The Union of Utrecht; and 
was the Original Conſtitution and 
Frame of that Commonwealth, which 
has ſince been ſo well known in the 
World, by the Name of 7he United 
Provinces. 

This Union was grounded upon the 
Spaniards Breach of the Pacification of 
Ghent, and new Invaſion of ſome 
Towns in Gelderland; and was not pre- 
rended to divide theſe Provinces _ 

1C 


UMI 


Chap.I. of the United Provinces. 


the Generality, nor from the ſaid Paci- 
fication; but to ſtrengthen and. purſue 
the Ends of it, by more vigorous and 
united Counſels and Arms. 

The chief Force of this Union con- 
ſiſts in theſe Points, drawn out of the 
Inſtrument it ſelf. 

The Seven Provinces unite themſelyes 
{o, as if they were bur one Province, 
and ſo, as never to be divided by Te- 
ſtament, Donation, Exchange, Sale, or 
Agreement: Reſerving to each parti- 
cular Province and City , all Privi- 
leges, Rights, Cuſtoms and Statures ; 
In adjuging whereof, or Differences 
that ſhall ariſe berween'any of the Pro- 
vVinces, the reſt ſhall not intermeddle 
further, than to intercede towards an 
Agreement. 

They bind thenfſelves to alliſt one 
another with Life and Fortunes againſt 
all Force and Aſſault made upon any 
of them , whether upon pretence of 
Royal Majeſty, of reſtoring Catholique 
Religion, or any other whatſoever. 

All Frontier-Towns belonging to the 


Union, if Old, to be fortified ar the - 


Charge of the Province where they lie ; 
if New, to be crefted at the Charge of 
the Generality. 

E 2 All 


FI 


52 The Riſe and Progreſs Chap. I, 

All Impoits and Cuſtoms from three I 
Months to three Months , to be offers C 
ed to them that bid moſt; and, with c 
the Incomes of the Royal Majeſty, to It 
be employed for the common De- b 
fence. n 

All Inhabitants to be Liſted and A 
Trained within a Month, from 18 to 
60 years old. Peace and War not to fo 
be made without conſent of all the m 
Provinces ; Other Calcs, that concern al 
the management of both, by moſt 
Voices. Differences that ſhall ariſe re 
upon the firſt, between rhe Provinces, th 
to be ſubmitted to the Stadrholders. 

Neighbouring Princes, Lords, Lands, | an 
and Citics, to be admitted into the | tr: 
Union, by conſent of the Provinces. no 

For Religion, thoſe of Zelland and | lid 
Zealand, to aQ in it as ſeems good un- | 
to themlelves. The other Provinces | tie: 
may regulate themſelves according to | Ze 
che Tenoreltabiiſh'd by Matthias, or elle | Fri 
as they ſhall judge to be moſt for the | Sig 
peace and weltare of their particular | foll 
-rovinces; provided, every one remain Jud 
free in his Religion, and no Man be rity 
examined or cntrapped for that cauſe, Ihi 


according to the Pacification of Ghert. | 


In 
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In caſe of any diſſention or diffe. 
rences between Provinces, if it concern 
one in particular, it ſhall be accommo- 
dared -by the orhers; if ir concera all 
in general, by the Stadrholders : In 
borh- which Cafes, Sentence to be pro- 
nounced within a Month, and w ithout 
Appeal or Reviſion. 

The States ro beheld, as has becti 
formerly uſed ; and the Mint in {uch 
manner, as ſhall hereaficr be agrene by 
all the Provinces. 

Interpretation of theſe Articles: to 
remain in the States; bur in cale-of 
theirdiffering, in the $radrholders. 

They hind themſclves'to fall upon, 
and impriſon any, -that ſhall at con+ 
trary to theſe Articles ; in which caſe 
no Privilege nor Exemption to be yas 
lid. 

This At was Signed by the Depes 
ties of Gelderland, - Xutphen, Holland, 
Zealand, Utrecht, and the 'Omlands of 
Frize, Fan. 23. 1579. but was \not 


Signed by the Prince -of Orange till May ' 


following; and with this Significarion, - 

judging, thar by the {ame the Superio- 
rity and Authority of Arch-Duke Mats 
lhias is nor leftened, 
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In the ſame Year, this Union was en- 
rer'd and fign'd by the Cities of Ghent, 
Nimmeguen , Arnhem, Leewarden , with. 
ſome particular Nobles of Friezlagd, 
Venlo, Tpres, Antwerp, Breda, and - Bru- 


ges, And thus thele Provinces became 


a Commonwealth, but in ſo low and 
uncertain a ſtate of Afairs, by. reaſon 


_ of the yarious Motions and Aﬀections 
of Mens Minds, the different Ends and : 


Intereſts of -the ſeveral Parties, eſpeci» 
ally in the other Provinces ; ke 
mighty Power and Preparations of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy to opprels them, 
that in their firſt Coin they cauſed a 
Ship to be ſtamped, labouring -among 
the Waves withour Sails or Oars-; and 
theſe . words: Jncertum gue fan fer 
rant. 
I thought fo particular a Deduction 
to diſcover the natural Cau- 
ſes of this Revolution in the Low- 
Countries, which has ſince had ſo great 
a part, for near an hundred years, inall 
the Actions and Negotiations of Chri- 
ſtendom ; and to find out the true In- 
centiyes of that obſtinate Love for their 
Liberties, and invincible hatred for the 
Spaniſh Nation and Government, which 
laid the Foundatiop -of this Common- 
2 ons 5 wealth 
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wealth: And this: laſt I rake ro have 
been. the ſtronger paſſion, and of: the 
reater effect, both in the bold Coun- 
tels of contracting their Union, and 
the deſperate Relolutions of defend- 
ing it. For not long after, the whole 
Council. of this new State, being preſt 
by .the Extremities of. their Affairs, 
paſſing by the Form-of Government in 
| the way.of a Commonwealth, madean 
earneſt and folemn- Offer of the Do- 
minion of theſe Provinces both ro Eng- 
land: and - France ; but were refuſed by 
both Crowns: . And -though they -re- 
' | train'd the Name of a Free Pcople, yer 
\ FF they doon loſt the eaſe of rhe Liber- 
| ties they - contended for, by the abſo- 
* luteneſs 'of their Magiſtrates in the 
* ſeveral Cities and Provinces, and by 
| the extreme preſſure of their Taxes, 
| which fſo- long a War, . with fo mighty 
an Enemy, made neccſlary for the tup- 

| port: of their State. 
| | Bur. the Hatred of the Spaniſh Go+ 
yernment, under Alva, was {o univer- 
ſal, that it made the Revolt general 
through the Provinces,running through 
all Religions, .and all Orders of Men, 
| as appeared . by . the Pacification of 
| Gbent ; Till by the . Diviſion. of rhe 
= | E 4 Parties, 
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Parties, by the -Powers of ſo vaſt a 
Monarchy as Spain at that time, and 
by rhe 'matchleſs: Conduct and Valour 
of the Duke of :Parma, this Humor, 
like Poiſon -in a ftrong Conſtitution, 
and with the- help: of violent Phyſick, 
was cxpell'd from the Heart, which was 


Fland:rs and: Brabant, ( with the reſt of | 


the Ten Provinces) into the outward 
Members; and by their bcing cut off, 
the Body was ſaved. After which, 
the moſt enflamed - Spirits being driven 
by the Arms of Spain, or drawn by 
the Hopes of Liberty and Safery, into 


the United Provinces out of the relt, 


the Hatred. of Spain grew to that 
height , _ that they 'were not only 'wil- 
ling to ſubmit to. any new Dominion, 
rather than return to. the old; but 
when they could find no Maltcr to 
protect them, and their Afﬀairs grew 
aeſperate, they were once. certainly 
upon the Counſel of. burning their 
great Towns, waiting and drowning 
what they could of their own Country, 
and: going to'ſcek {ome new Seats, in 
the. /rzigs, Which they might. have 
executed, if they had found: Slupping 
enoughto carry off: all their Numbers, 
and bad !not been detained by. the com 


paſſion | 
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paſſion of thoſe which: mutt have- been 
left behind, at the: mercy. of an incen- 
{ed and:conquering Maſter.” - 7 

The Spaniſh and Balian' Writers cori- 
tent themſelves to : attribute | the Cau- 
{es of theſe Revolutions'ts the Change 
of Religion,- to. the”.native- Setubborn- 
nels of. the People} andto' the Ambi- 
tion: of the; Princes! of! Orange : Bur 
Religion, without mixtures of Ambi- 
tion and Intereſt, works'no ſuch vio- 
lent effects ;' and produces rather rhe 
Examples of conſtant Sufferings,” than 
of detperate Actions. The Nature of 
the People cannot change.of a ſudden, 
no more than the Climate which 'in- 
fuſes it; and no Country hath brought 
forrh better Subjeas , than many-of 
theſe Provinces, both 'before and tuite 
theſe Commorions among them; ''And 
the Ambition of one Mar could net- 
ther have - deſigned of atchieved fo 
great an Adventure, had. it nor been 
{econded with univerlal Diſcontent ; 
Nor could that have beon raiſed to fo 
great an height and licar, without fo 
many Circumltanees-az fell m from'an 
unhappy courle of -rhe Spayiſh Cotthe 
ſels, * ro kindle and :fomenr it. For 
though it: had been hard to head fuch 
a Bo» 
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a Body, and-give it fo ſtrang a Prin- 
ciple: of Life, and ſo regular Motions, 
without the: accident of ſo great a Go- 
vernour in the.:;Provinces., as Prince 
William of Orenge; A Man of equal 
Abilities in Council and in; Arms ; Cau- 
tious/;and - Reſolute; Aﬀable and Se- 
ere; Suppleizo: Occaſions,, and yet 
£Conſtant to: lis Ends; of mighty Re- 
venues and -- Dependence in the Pro- 
vinces,, of great Credit and Alliance 
in, Germany ;_ Elteemed and ' honoured 
abroad, but. at home infinitely: lov'd 
and truſted by the People, whothought 
him, affectionate. to their Country, 1in- 
cere' in his Profeſſions and Deſigns, 
able and willing to defend their Liber- 
T2i&s,. and unlikely to invade--them by 
any Ambition. of his own. Yet all theſe 
Qualities might very well have been 
confin'd to the Duty and Services of 
a Subject, as they .were in Charles the 
Fifth's time; Without the Abſence of 
the King, and the Peoples: Opinion. of 


Chap. I. 
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his Ill-will to their Nation and thefr | 


Laws; Without the . continuance of 


Foreign Troops after the Wars were | 


ended ; The creting. of the new Bi» 
ſhaps Sces, and- introducing the [nqui- 
ſition; The fole Miniſtry of :Granue, 


and 
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and excluſion of -the [Lords from their; 


uſual part in Councils and Afairs;, 'The, 
Government of a Man: ſo hated, as the 


Duke ,of Ava; The Rigor of his Pra-, 


ſecutions,.' and the Inſolence of his Sta+ 
rue : And laſtly, Wirhour the Death, of 
Eement,, ; and; the .Impoſition of che 
Tenth;and Twentieth. Part, agaialk:ithe. 
Legal:Forms of Government in a Couns, 
try, / Where a. long derived Succeſliqn, 
had made.the People fond and tenary, 
ous-of heir. ancient Cuſtoms and Laws, 

Thele. were the Seeds of their, Has 
tred. to. Spain; which increaſing... by, 
the Courle,, of about, Threelcore Years 
War, was not allay'd.by a long ſucs- 
ceeding Peace; but will appear.to have 
been an-Ingredient wato-.the Fall, as-jt, 
was 4antd the Rule, of-this State;, which,, 
having bcen thus planted, came.to be; 


* conlexved , and cultivaced by many: 


Accidents and Influences from: abroad ;. 


> But thoſe having had, no. parg, ia, the 


Conſtitution of their State, nor, the 


» Frame of their, Government ;-.,I..wil 
= content. my {elf ro mention only- the; 


chief ,of them, -which. molt contributed 


- tg prelerye the Infancy, of this:Coms 


| monwealth , 


and, make way.. for ,its 
Growtch.. The Cauſes of its ſucceeding: 
* _ Greatneſs 


59. 


Greatneſs and Riches being nor to be" 
{ought for in the*Events of their Wars, 


but in the Inſtitutions and*Orders of | 


their *Government,” their Cuſtdtns-and! 
Trade,” - which” will make the "Argu- 
ments of the enfiring Chapters,” | 
” When Don Johathrew oft tlie Conhditi- 
ons he had ar firſt accepted of th&Phacifi- 
cativirof Ghent; and by rhe Stirptize-of | 
Namur broke into' Arms ; The-Eſtate' 
of the Provinces offer'd th&Govetiſtnent 
of their” Covutitty*to Matthias;Brother to 
the Emperor, as # temper betweetr their 
returti'to the Obedience dF Spain, and 
the "Popular Government” which -was 


OE IE 


The Riſe and Progreſs *. Chap: 1. | 


La ro: © os 


moulding im the- Northert! Provinces. 
Bute AN mvng; TI the ad- 
vice or ore '6f e Ethpcror ror, or 
Credit in the Provinces ;* and. having 
the "Prince' of "Orange" given -him for 
his Licutenant-General, was only a Cy- | 
phet,/ arid his Governiment apiece of | 
oo which-paſt; without effec, | 


_ a ei ae 


' was foont ended; So rhat;, upor'the | 
ike!of: Parmis 'taking on nm the | 
| at, {ome new Protection was | 
elry ro this Thfant-Srare, that had | 
n6e©Legs''ro- ſiipport-it againſtflch a 


' St6rjh; as" was threarhed upoityhe re- | 
wrq of the Spaniſh-and Dalian 


Forces, | 
ro | 
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to make the Body of -.a formidable Ar- 
my , . which the Duke of Parma was 
forming in Namur and Lyxembureh. 
Since the Conſerence of Bayonne be- 
tween the Queen-Mother of France, 
and her Daughter Queen of Spaiz ; 
Thoſe rwo Crowns had continued, in 
the Reign of Francis and Charles, to 
aſſiſt one another in the common De- 
ſign there agreed on, of proſecuting 
with violence thole they called rhe 
Hereticks, in both their Dominions. 
The Peace held conſtant, if not kind, 
erween England and Spain; o as King 
Philip had no Wars upon his Hands in 
Chriſtendom, during theſe Commotions 
in the Low-Countries ; And the Bold- 
nels of rchcir Confederates, in their firſt 
Revolr and Union, ſeemed greater at 
{uch a time, than the Succels of their 
Reſiſtances afterwards, when ſo many 
occaſions fell in to weaken and divert 
the Forces of the Spaniſh Monarchy. 
For F-yry the Third coming to the 
Crown of France, and ar firſt only fet- 
rer'd and control'd by the Faction of 
the Guiſes, but afterwards engaged in 
an open War, ( which They had raiſed 
againſt him, upon pretext of pre- 
(crying the Catholique Religion, and in 
a con- 
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a Conjundtion of Counſels with Spary ) 
Was forced into. better meaſures with 
the H»gonets of his Kingdom, and fell 
into ill Intelligence with Philip the Sc- 
cond, ſo as Ocen Elizabeth having 
declined-to undertake openly the Pro- 
reQion of the Low-Country Provinces, 
It was, by the concurring reſolution of 
the States, and the Conſent of the 
French Court, devolved upon the Duke 


of Alencon , Brother to Henry the 


Third. 
"+ Bur this Prince entred Antwerp with 


dn ill preſage to the Flemings, by an | 


Attempt which a Biſcainer made, the 
ſame day upon the Prince of Orange's 
Life, ſhooting him, though not mortal- 
iy in the Head : And He continued his 

ort Government with ſuch mutual 
Diſtaftes between the French and rhe 
Flemings, ( the Heat and Violence of 
one Nation agreeing ill with the Cu- 
ſtoms and Liberties of the other, ) that 


the Duke, attempting ro make himſelf 


abſolute Maſter of the City of Antwerp 


by force, was driven out of the Town, Þ| 
and thereupon retired out of the Coun- | 


try, with extreme Reſentment of the 
Flemings,and indignation of the French ; 
{o as the Prince of Orange On 
wng 


th — - —_ 


© moſt Men to the Aﬀairs o 
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long after aſſaſſin'd at_ Delph, and the 
Duke of Parma encreaſing daily in Re- 
putation and in Force, and the Male- 
content Party falling back apace to his 
Obedience, an end was preſaged by 

f the Confe- 
derates, 

But rhe Root was deeper, and not fo 
calily ſhaken: For the United Provin- 
ces, after the unhappy Tranſactions 
with the French, under the Duke of 
Alencon , reaſſlumed their Union in 
1583. binding themſelves, in caſe, by 
fury of the War, any point of jt had 


| not been obſerved, to endeavour from 


that timeto ſce it effected : In caſe any 
doubt had happened, to ſee it clear'd : 
And any Difficulties, compoſed: And 
in regard, the Article concerning Re- 
ligion had been fo fram'd in the Union, 
becauſe in all the other Provinces, be- 
ſides Holland and Zealand, the Romiſh 


| Religion was then uſed, bur now the 


Evangelical ; It was agreed by all the 
Provinces of the Union, That, from this 


{ time in them all, the Evangelical Re- 
: formed Religion ſhould alone be openly 
| Preached and Exerciſed. 


They were ſo far from being broken 


| in their Deſigns by the Prince of 


Orange's 


Py 
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Honour that could be to his Memory, 
ſubſtitured Prince” Maurice his Son, 
though bur Sixreen year old, in all 
his Honours and Commands, and ob- 
ſtinately refuſed all Overtures that 
were made them of Peace ; reſolving 
upon all the moſt deſperate Actions 
and Sufferings, rather than return under 
tlie Spaniſh Obedience. 


hopes and countenance given them a- 
bout rh:s time from Ereland : For Qt e:n 
Flizateth, and Philip the Second, 
though rhey ſtill preſerved the Name 
of -eace, yer had worn out, in a man- 
ner, the Ettc&s as well as the Diſpoſi- 
tions of ir, whilſt the Spaniard fomen- 


Triſh , and Queen Elizabeth the new 
Commonwealth in the Low-Countrizs ; 


renance, Money , voluntary Troops, 
and ways that were equally felt on both 
ſides, and equally underſtood, 

King Philip had larely increaſed the 


' Bur theſe Spirits were fed and | 
heightened, in a great degree, by the ! 
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Orange's Death, That they did all the | 
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; 


red and aſſiſted the InfurreAions of the * 


though neither directly, yet by Coun- | 


Greatneſs of his Empire, by the Inhe- } 
ritance or Invaſion of the Kingdon's | 
of Portugal, upon King Sebaſtian's lols * 


in | 
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in Africa ; But I know not whether 
he had encreas'd his Power, by the Ac 
ceſſion of a Kingdom, with diſputed 
Title, and a diſcontented People, who 
could neither be uſed like good Sub- 
jeas and governed withour Armies ; 
nor like a Conquered Nation, and fo 
made to bear the Charge of their for- 
ced Obedience; But this Addition of 
Empire, with the vaſt Treaſure flow- 
ing every year out of the /ndies, had 
without queſtion raiſed King Philip's 
Ambition to vaſter- Deſigns; which 
made him embrace at once, the Pro- 
reRion of the League in France againſt 
Henry the Third and Fourth, and the 
Donation made him of Zreland by the 
Pope, and ſo embarque himſelf in a 
War with both rthole Crowns, while 
He was bearded with the open Arms 
and Defiance of his own Subjects in 
the Low Countries. 

Bur 'tis hard to be imagin'd, how far 
the Spirit of one Great Man goes in 
the Fortunes of any Army or State. 
The Duke of Parma coming to the 
Government without any footing 1n 
more than rwo of the {inalleſt Provin- 
ces , collecting an Army trom Spazn, 
Italy, Germaxy,. and the.broken Trang 
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of tle Country tft him by Dom John, 
having alt che other Provinces confe- 
derared againſt him, and both England 
and France beginning ro rake open 

in their Detence; yer, by foree of 

is own Valonr, Condadt, and the Di- 
feiptine of his Army, with the difins 
terefſed ard getierous Qualities of his 
Mind, winning equally upoir the Hearts 
_ Arms of _ —__— Countries, 
and piercing t e Provinees 
with 2n renint S; Cont of Sc- 
cefſes, and the Recovery of the moſt 
—_ _— itt _—_— Ar laft, 

Antverd ind Gienibvine: 
hood the fire of the Ubi 6 
fo extreme diftrefs, that; being 'grown 
deftiture of all hopes and ſuccors from 
France, ( then deep engaged in their 
own Civil Wars, ) They threw them- 
felves wholly at the Feer of Queen 
Elizabeth, imploring her Protection, and 


a... thi. La ER. 


offering her rhe Sovereignty of their | 


Country. The Queen refaſed the 
Dominion, but enter'd mrto Articles 
with their Deputies in 1585; obliging 
her Self ro very grear —_ of Men 
arid of Monies, lent chem uporr the 
Security of the Briel, Haſhing, and 
Ranekins; Which were , and 

| Sir 


UNI 


WP 7 


DO OPIrAS GST T4287 


Cs EL. 


ro 


Chap.I. of the Unite Provinces. 


Sir John Norrice ſent over to coffimand 
her Fotces; and afterwards in 87, up- 
on the War broken our with Spain, and 
the mighry Threars of the Spaniſh Ar- 
mada, ſhe ſent over yet greater Forces 
under the Earl of Leiceſter, whom the 
States admitted, and ſwore Obedience 
ro him, as Governor of their United Pro- 
VIRCES. 

But this Government laſted nor long, 
Diftaſtes and Sufpicions ſoon breaking 
out between Leiceſter and the States ; 
partly from rhe Jealouſie of his affe&t- 
ing an Abſolute Dominion, and Arbi- 
trary Diſpoſal of all Offices; But chiefly, 
of the Quons Intentions to make a 
Peace with Spain; and the calic loſs 
of ſome of their Towns, by Governors 
placed in them by the Earl of Leice- 
ſter, encreaſed their Diſcontents. Not- 
withſtanding this ill Intercourſe, the 
Queen re-aſſures them in both thoſe 
Points, diſapproves ſome of Leiceſter's 
Proceedings, receives frank and hearty 
alſiſtances from them in her Naval Pre- 
parations againſt rhe Spaniards; and 
at length, upon the Ditorders encrea- 
ſmg between the Earl of Lzicefler and 
the States, commands him to reſign iis 
Goyernment, and releaſe the Stares of 

F 2 rhe 
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the Oath they had taken to obey him. 
And after all this had paſt, the Queen 
eaſily ſacrificing all particular Relent- 
ments to the Tat of her Crown, 
continued her Favour, ProteCtion and 
Aſſiſtances, to the States, during the 
whole courſe of her Reign , - which 
were return'd with the greateſt Defe- 
rence and Veneration to her Perſon, 
taat was ever paid by them to any Fo- 
reign Prince, and. continues {till ro Her 
Name -in the remembrance, and fre- 
quently in the Mouths, of all forts of 
Pcople among them, 

After L:iceſters Deparrure, Prince 
Mawrice was , by the conlenr of the 
Union, choſen their Governour, bur 
with a Reſervation ro Queen Elizabeth; 
and entcr'd thar Command with the 
Hopes, which he made good in the 
execution of it for many ycars; pro- 
ving the greateſt Captain of his Ape, 
famous, particularly, in the Diſcipline 
and Ordonance of his Armics, and the 
ways of Fortification by him firſt in- 
vented or perfected, and ſince his time 
imitated by all. 

But the great Breath char was given 
rhe States in the heat of rhcir Aifairs, 
was by the ſharp Wars made by Queen 
Tk Flizabeth 


OPT oy VE NY Pw Es an 4.7 


| 
| 


Chap. 1. of the United Provinces. 


Flizabeth upon thie "Spaniards at Sea 
in the Indies, and *the Expedition of 
Lishbon and Cadiz, and by the dechs- 
ning Afﬀairs of the League in'Fance, 
for whole . Support Philip rhe Second 
was ſo paſſionately engaged, rhat-rwice 
he commanded the Duke of - Parma 


to interrupt the Courle of his Victories. 


in the' Low Countrics, and march: into 
Frante*far the Relief © of Roan't and 
Paris; ' which much augmented the Re- 
nown of this great Captain , but as 
much impaired rhe Stare of the Spaxiſh 
Aﬀais in Flanders. ' For in the Duke 
of Parma's Abſence; ' Prince Manrice 
rook in all the places held by the 8pa- 
#iard on tother fide the Rhine, which 
gave them entrance inro the United Pro» 
VINES, ' * NAM 
The- Succeſſion of - ZZ-»ry the Fourth 
to the Crown of France, gave a mighty 
Blow 'to the- Deſigns 'of King Philip ; 
and a much greater, The general OQbedi- 
ence and acknowleegment 'of him up» 
on his Change of Religion. With this 
King, the States begarito cnter a Confi- 
dence and kindnels;- and the mote: by: 
that which interceded between ' Him 
and the Queen of England, who' hat 
all chejr Dependance .dyring hecllite 3 
F'1 But 
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Bur; 8fter her death; King Zexry grew 
to, have greater -'eregit than ever. in 
the United Provinces ; tho , upon the 
decay. of the Spaniſh Power under the 
Aſcevdant of this King, the States fell 
ioto. yery early Jealoulies of his grow- 
ing $20 great and tpo near them in 
Flanders. | 
With the Duke of. Parms dieg all 
the Diſcipline, and, with that, all ghe 
Fortunes, of the Spaniſh Armas in Flar- 
ders ; The frequent Murinics of gbeir 
ets, dangerous in effect ang ig ex- 
ample, were more talk'd of, than any 
ather of their Actions, in the ſhart Go- 
vernment of Mansfield, Erneſt, ang Fu- 
45. | Till the old' Dilcipling of their 
Armies began to xevive,. and their For- 
rune a little to reſpire under the new 
Gonergment of Cardinal 4/hert,, who 
came -into Hangers both (Governour 
and Prince of the. Zow-Conmrags , in 
the Head of a i» Army.drawy ous 


of Germany and 4a, to try the lail 
Effartigf the Spaniſh Power, cither in 
a proſperous War, W at lea}, -in ma- 
king way for a necellary Peace. 

Burt the Choice of the Arch-Duke, 
and. this-ncw Authority, had a deeper 
Roar, agd delign, than at firſt appear d, 
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For that mighty King Philip the Se- 
cond, born to F4 vaſt Polleflions, and 
to ſo much vaſter Defires, after a long 
Dream of raiſing | his Head into the 
Clouds, found it now ready to lic 
down in the Duſt : His Body broken 
with Age and Infirmities, his Mind with 
Cares and diſtemper'd Thoughts, and 
the Royal Servitudeof a ſolicitous Life; 
He began to ſee, in the Glals of Time, 
and Experience, the true ſhapes of all 
human Greatneſs and Deligns ; And, 
finding to what airy Figures he had hi- 
therto facrificed his Healch, and Eaſe, 
and the Good of his Life ; He now 
tura'd his Thoughts wholly to Reſt and 
Quiet, which he had never yer allowed 
cither the World, or Himſelf : His De- 
fgns upon England, and his Invincible 
Armada, had ended in ſmoak : Thoſe 
upon France, in Events the moſt con- 
trary to what he had propoſed: And 
inſtead of maſtering the Liberties, and 
breaking the Stomach of his Low-Coar- 
try Subjects, he had loſt Seven of his 
Provinces, and held the reſt by rhe te- 
nure of a War, that coſt him more than 
they were worth. He had made lately 
a Peace with England, and delir'd « 
with France; and though he ſcorn'd 
F 4 iT 
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it with his revolted Subjects in his own 
Name; yet he -with'd it in another's; 
and was unwilling ro entail a Quarrel 


upon his Son, which had croſt his For- | 


tunes, and buſied his Thoughts all the 
courſe of his Reign. He therefore re- 
ſolved to commit theſe two Defigns to 
the management of Arch-Duke Albert, 
with the Style of Governor and Prince 
of the Low- Countries; to the end, thar, 
if he could reduce . the Provinces to 
their pld SubjeCtion, He ſhould govern 
them as Spaniſh Dominions; If that was 
once more in vain attempted, He ſhould 
by a Marriage with Clara Iſabella Eu- 
genia (King Philip's beloved Daughter ) 
receive theſe Provinces as a Dowry, 
and:become the Prince of them, with 
a Condition only, of their returning to 
Spain, in caſe of Tſabella's dying with» 
out. Iſſue. King Philip believed, :thar 
the Preſence of a natural Prince among 
his Subjects; That:the Birth and Cu- 
{toms of Arch-Duke Albert, being a 
German'; The generous and obliging 
Diſpaſitions of /ſabella, might gain fur. 
ther upon this ſtubborn People, than all 
the Force and Rigor of his former 
Caunſels: And,ar. rhe worſt; Thar 
they. might make a Peace, if they could 
not 
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not a War, and withour intereſſing the 
Honour - and Greatneſs of the Spaniſh 
Crown. 

In- purſuit of this Derermination, like 
a wiſe King, while he intended nothing 
bur Peace, He made Preparations, asf 
he deſign'd nothing but War; know- 
ing that his own Defires of Peace would 
ſignifie "nothing, unleſs he could force 
his Enemies to defire it too. He there- 
fore ſent the Arch Duke into Flaxders, 
at the Head of ſfuchan Army, that, be- 
lieving the Peace with France muſt by 
the firſt in orders, and make way for 
either: the War or. Peace afterward in 
the Low-Countries, he march'd into 
France, ' and took Amiens the Chief 
City of Picardy, and thereby gave ſuch 
an Alarm: to the French Court, as they 
little expe&ed ; and had never recej- 
ved in the former Wars. But while 
Albert bent the whole Force of the 
War upon France, till he determin'd 


it in a Peace with that Crown, Prince 


Maurice , who had taken Groningwe in 
the time of” Erneſt, now maſtered Ling- 
ben, Groll, and other places in Over- 
1:1, thereby adding thoſe ' Provinces 
intire, to che Body of the Union ; and 
at Albert's Return into Flazxd:rs, enter- 
rain'd 
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tain'd him with the Bartel of Newporr, 


won by the .deſperate Courage of the | 


Eneliſh, under Sir Francis Vere, where 


Albert was wounded, and. very near | 


being taken. 


Afer this Loſs, the Arch-Duke was | 


yet comforted and relieved by the 


obſequious AﬀedGions and Obediance of | 


his new Subjedts, fo far as to reſolve 
upon the Siege of Offend ; which ha- 
ving ſome time continued, and being 
almoſt diſheartened by the Strength of 
the Place, and invincble Courage of 


the Defendants, He was recruited | 


by 2 Body of Eight thouſand Halians, 
uner the Margyels Spinols, to whom 
the proſecution of this Siege was. cor- 
mitted : He took the place, after Throe 
Years Sicge, not by any want of Men 
or Provilions within, (the Hayen, and 
Relief by Seca, being open all the time ; ) 
but perfedtly for want of Ground, 
which was gain'd foot by foot, till not 
{o. much was left, as would hold Men 
ro defend it; a great example, how im- 


poſltble it is to defend any Town, that | 


cannot be relieved by an Army ſtrong 
cuough to raile the Siege. 


Prince Maurice, though he could not | 


fave Oftend, made yer amends hs is 
ol, 


: 
: 
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loſs, by the raking of Grave and Sluyce ; 
ſo as the Spqx/ards gain'd little bur the 
Honour of the Enterprize : And Philjp 
the Second being dead, about the time 
of the Arch-Dukes and Dutcheſles Ar- 
rival in Flanders, and, wigh him the per» 
ſonal Reſentment of that War, the Arch» 
Duke, by conſent of the Spaniſh Court, 
began ro apply his Thoughts wholly to 
a Peace; which another Ciccumſitance 
had made more neceſlary, than any of 
thoſe alrcady mentioned. 

As the Dutch Commonwealth was 
bora out of the Sea, ſo our of the 
ſame Element it drew its firſt Strength 
2nd Conſideration, as well as afterwazds 
its Riches and Greatncl(s : For before 
the Revolts, the Subjects of rhe Low» 
Countries, though never allowed the 
Trade of the Indies, bur in the Spa» 


; wiſh Fleets, and yader Spaxiſh Covert, 


—_— O——_— 


yet many of them had jn that manner 
made the Voyages, and become 6kiltul 
Pilogs, as well as vers'd in the ways, 
and {enGble of rhe infinite Gains of 
that Trade. And after the Union, a 
greater Confluence of Pegple falling 
down into the United Provinces, than 
could manage their Srock, or find em- 
ployqent art Land ; Great Multixudes 


rurn'd 
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turn'd rheir Endeavours to Sea; and, ® was 
having loſt the Trade of Spain» and © part 
the Streights , fell not only into Thar © et ! 
of England, France, and the Northern } mig 
Seas, bur venturd upon That of the } way 
Eaſt-Indies, at firſt with ſmall Forces | ſtop 
and Succeſs ; Bur in courle of time,, ; whit 
and by the Inſtitution of an Eaft-India | ents 
Company , This came to be purſued 1 
with ſo general Application of the Pro- | a T 
vinces, and fo great advantage, that | of « 
they made themſelves Maſters of moſt | and 


of the Colonies and Forts Planted F harc 
there by the Portugzeſe, ( now Subjets | Stat 
of Spain.) The Dutch Seamen grew | vail 
as well acquainted with thoſe vaſt Seas F goti 
and Coaſts, as with their own; and F the 


Holland became” 'the great Magazine | trea 
of all the Commodities of thotc Eaſtern 5 upo 
Regions. any 

In the Weſt. Indies their Attempts } was 
were neither | fo frequent nor proſpe- 
rous, the Spaniſh Plantations there be- > wit] 
ing too numerous and ſtrong ; But by 8 »iſþ 
the multitude of their Shipping, ſet out 
with publique or private Commiſſions, | the 
they infeſted the Seas, and began ra z for 
wait for, and threaten, the Spaniſh In- 7 Cot 
dian Fleets, and ſometimey to: atrempe © poit 
their Coaſts in that new World ( which Arc 
was ? 
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© was to touch Spaix in the moſt ſenſible 
part, ) and gave their Court the ſtrong- 


eſt Motives to endeavour a Peace, thar 
might ſecure thoſe Treaſures in their 
way , and preſerve them in Spain, by 
ſtopping the- Iſſue of thoſe vaſt Sums, 
which were continually tranſmitted to 
entertain the Low Country Wars. 

Theſe Reſpects gave the firſt Riſe to 
a Treaty of Peace, the Propoſal where- 
of came wholly from the Spaniards ; 
and the very Mention of it could 
hardly at firſt be faſtened upon the 
States; nor could they ever be pre- 
vail d with to make way for any Ne- 
gotiation by a Suſpenſion of Arms, till 
the Arch-Duke had declared, He would 
treat with them as with Free Provinces, 
upon whom, neither He, nor Spaiz had 
any pretence. However , the Afﬀair 
was purſued with fo much Art and 
Induſtry on the Arch-Dukes part, and 
with ſo paſſionate Defires of the Spa- 
niſh Court, to end this War, Thatthey 
were content to Treat it at the age, 
the Scat of rhe States-General; And, 
for the greater Honour , and better 
Conduct of the whole Buſineſs, ap- 
pointed rhe four chick Miniſters of the 
Arch-Dukes, Their Commiſſtoners to 
arrend 
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the Paces towards this Treaty wer 
made with great Coldnefſs and Arro- 
gance, raiſing punctilious Difficulties 

n every word of the Arch-Dukes 
Neclaration of Treating them as Free 
Provinces, and upon Spain's Rarification 
of that Form; and forcing them to 
ſend Expreſſes into Spain , upon every 
occaſion, and to attend che lengrh of 
choſe Returns. For the proſperous Suc+ 


ceſs of rheir Arms at Land, in the courle F 


of above Thirty Years War, and the 
mighty Growth of their Naval Power, 
and ( under that Protection) of their 
Trade, had made the whole Body of 
their Militia, both} at Land and Sea, 
averſe from this Treaty, as well as the 
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drrend and purſue it there ; who were, * 
Their Camp- Maſter General Spirola, 
The Prefident of the Council, and the 
Two Secretaries of State, and of Wat 


in Flanders. 
On the other ſide, in Zolland all 


- —— 


greateſt parr of the People; whole in» } 
veterate Hatred againſt Spain was ſtill ' 


as fierce as ever; and who had the 

Hopes or Diſpoſitions of raiſing their 

Fortunes by the War, whereof they 

_ {o many and great Examples among 
cm, 
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Bur rticre was, at the bottom, oneFo- 
teign; and atorher Domeſtick, Cofide- 
ration, which made way fot this Tteary, 
atore than all thoſe Argumens that 


were the comitron Theams, or thah all 


the Offices of rhe Neighbour-Princes, 
who coneerned themfelves in this Af 
fiir; either from Intereſt of rheir own, 
or the Deſires of ending a War, which 


| kid fo long exercifed, un 4 manner, rhe 
| Arms of alf Chriftendontupon che Stage 


of the. Low Eonmries The Grearneſs of 


* the Spari/Þ:Monarchy, fo formidable nn- 


der Charles rhe Fifth, and Philip the Se. 


| cond, began now to decline by the vaſt 


Deſigns, and unfortunate Events, of fo 
marry ambitious Countels: And, on rhe 


' other fide;the Aﬀairs of Henry the Fourth 


of France were now art the greareſt 
Height and Fetteity, afrerhavingarchic- 


+ vedio many Adventures, with incredi- 


ble Conſtancy and Valour, and ended atf 
his Wars in a Peace with Spam. The 
Datch imagin'd, that the-hot Spirits of 
the French could nor continue long 


withour fome Exerciſe; and that to 


| prevent irathome, ir might be neceſſa- 


ry for that King togive it them abroad; 


* Ehat noEnterprize lay ſoconvenient for 
| Hm, as that upon. Flanders, which had 
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anciently been part of the Galick Na- 


x 


| 


tion, and whoſe firſt Princes derived *' 


and held of the Kings of France. Be- 
ſides, they had Intimations, that Zenry 


"the Fourth was taken up in great Pre- | 


parations for War, which they doubted 
would at one time or other fall on that 


ſide, at leaſt, if they were invited by any | 


greater decays of the Spaniſh Power in 
Flanders : And they knew very well, 
they ſhould lie as much at the Mercy of 
ſuch a Neighbor as France, as they had 
formerly done of ſuch a Maſter as Spain. 


For the Spaniſh Power in Flanders was | 


fed by Treaſures that came by long and 
perilous Voyages out of Spain ; By 
Troops drawn cither from thence, or 
from taly or Germany, with much ca- 
ſualry, and morc expence: Their Ter- 
ritory of the” Ten Provinces was (mall, 
and awed by the Neighborhood and 
Jealouſies both of England andyFrance. 
But if France were once Maſter of 
Flanders, the Body of that Empire 
would be ſo great, and ſo entire ; fo 
abounding in People, and in Riches, 
that whenever they found, or made, an 
occaſion of invading the United Provin- 
ces, they had no hopes of preſerving 
themſelves by any oppoſition or diverlr 
ON : 
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on”: And the end of their mighty Re- 
ſiſtances againſt Spain was, to have no 
Maſter ; ' and not. to change one for 
another, as they ſhould doin this caſe : 
Therefore the moſt Intelligent among 
theit Civil Miniſters thought it ſafeſt, 
by a Peace, to give Breath to the Arch- 
Duke's and Spaniſh Power, and by that 
means, to leſſen rhe Invitation of the 
Arms of France into Flanders, under 1o 
great a King. | 

For: what was Domeſtique, The Cre- 


dit and Power of Prince Maurice, built 


at firſt upon that of his Father, but 
much raiſed by his own Perſonal Vir- 
rue and. Qualities, and the Succels of 
his Arms, was now. grown fo high 
( the Prince being. Governor or Stadx- 
holder, of Four of the Provinces; and 
Two of his Couſins of the other Three, ) 
that ſeveral of the States, headed by 
Barnevelt, Penſioner of - Holland, and a 
Man of great Abilities and Authority 
among.. them, became jealous. of rhe 
Prince's. Power, and pretended to fear 
the Growrh of it to an abſplure Dgs 
minioni They knew, it, would increaſe 
by. the continuance of . a, War, which 
was wholly managed by the Prince z 
and thought, that 1w a Peace ic would 

=” diminiſh 
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diminiſh, "and 'pgive way to' the 'Autho- 
rity of Civil Powet : Which-ditpoſal 
this - whole Party to-deſire-the Treaty, 
and to adyance the Progrets and. flue 
of it by all their Afhſtances. And lieſe 
diflerc:c Humors ftirring/in the Hearr 
"of the States, with:almoſt equalfirength 
and vigor; The Negotiatioa:of a Pedde 


came to be cluded, i after long Debates | 


and infinite Endeavours;- Breaking; /in 
appearance, upon the Paints: of Rel 
gion, and the Indian Trade * Bur yer 
*camc- to knit again; and" conclude'in'a 


Truce of 'Twelye' Yeats;': dated:in the | 


"Year 1609,- whercofithe moſteſſenrial 
Points were, 'Th&Declatation of 'Trear- 
ing with thens as Free Provinces/z The 


Ceflation of all AQs' of Hoſtiliry.'an | 


Eorh ſides, 'during the Truce ;* The En- 
jayment for that 


raiſed on ' either "fitte: | And that: free 


Commerce ſhould-be- reſtored ;1on'all | 
nner,” a5 it was be- 


arrs in;the-ſame 

fore the, Wars. © * 
- And' this 
*Provigtes. 0: | 
4 Free-Common+-wealrh by their ancicar 
Malter, having befoie been Treatod fo | 


x 
_ 


#&;''of all-chaveach * 
party pofkft atthe time of 'rhe Freary; 
That no new 'Portification ſhould be * 


| | l 
the Stare of rhe"'United | 
ts be acknowledged, as | 


by 
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by moſt: of. the Kings:and Princes of 
Europt,'\im frequent Ambaſiies and Ne- 
gotiations. -: Among which, |a particular 
preference' was given .'to- the' Engl;/b 
Crown,-:whoſe Ambatlador had Seflion 
and\Vore-in their Council of State, by 
Agreement with Queen Elizabeth, and 
in Acknowledgment of thoſe great Afſ- 
ſiſtanves, which gave life ro their State, 
when "it was upon the point of expt- 
ring :''Though s 2 Datch-pretend, that 
Privilege was / given. to: the” Ambalſlia« 
dor, by Virtue of :the:Poſſeſſion this 
Crown had of the Briel,  Flyſtzue and 
Ramekins; and that it was toceale upon 
the -Reftirution of | thoſe; Towns, and 
Repayment of thoſe-Sutnms lent by the 
Queen/- | (13 141 | 
In the-very time of Treating this 
Truce,”a' League was concluded between 
Henry'i the | Fourth. of :France,, and the 
Seares,” for preſerving: the Peace, it it 
came iito''be concluded; 7or; in cals of 
its failing, for aſſiſtance of one. another, 
with Tea thouſand Men on the. King's 
part; and Five thoufand on: the States. 
Nor-did that King make. any Difhiculty 
of continuing rhe- rwo :Regiments of 
Foot; and Two hundred 'Haorlc in the 
Frates Service, at his own charge, after 
(64 G. 2 rhe 
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the Truce', 'whichhe had maintained 
for ſeveral ycarsrbefore: it; ,Omitring 


no- Proviſions that might rie .that Stare | 
to his Intereſts, and; make him, at-pre» . 
ſent Arbiter ofithei, Peace, and forthe | N 
furure of rhe 'War,- if the True, ſhould þ _. 
come - ro: be broken; /or to expire of ir | _ 
ſelf. | | 
By what has been related, it; will F. 
eaſily appear, That no State was-ever Pa 
_ born with ſtronger Throws, or nurſt up | 
with harder -fare, / or  inur'd to-greater 7 
Labours or Dangers inthe whole courſe R ; 
of 'its Youth; whichare Circumſtances 2 
that uſually. make: ſtrong! and healthy * ci 


Bodics : And ſo this has proyed, ha- 
ving never - hadimore than one. Difeaſe $ 
break out, in the ſpace of Ninety-zhree = 
years, which may be: accounted the Age | by 
of this State; reckoning: from the Union - 
of Utrecht ,, "6nter'd; by | the - Provin- | 
ces in 1579:i/:Byr this Diſeaſe , like Do 
thoſe of the Seedy, or Conceptian, in 2 Rel 
natural Body,” Fhough it faſt appeard | | * 
1n Barnevelt's tire, breaking our upon ”R 
the Negoriations/With Spaiy, and ſeems | 7, 
ed ro end with his death, ( who-was | wi 
beheaded not many- years after z.) yet | in 
has it ever ſince-continued lurking io | x 
the Vcins.of this State, and, appearing / 
p71) > upon 
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upon all Revolutions, that feem ro fa» - 


vour the predominancy of. the one or 
other Humor in the Body; and un- 
der the Names of the Prince of Orange's, 


and the Arminia: Party, has ever made 


the weak fide of this State; and when- 
ever their Period comes, will prove the 
occaſion of. their Fall. 

The Ground of this Name of Ar- 
minian Was, That whilſt Barnevelt's 
Party accuſed thole of the Prince 
of Orange's, as being careleſs of their 
Liberties, {o dearly bought; as devored 
ro the Houle of Orange ; and diſpoſed 
to the Admiſſion of an ablolute Prin» 
cipality, and in order thereunto, as pro- 
moters of a perpetual War with Spaiz - 
So rhoſe of the Prince's Party, accuſed 
the others, as leaning {till ro,and looking 
kmdly upon, their old Servitude, and 
reliſhing the Spaxiard, borh in their 
Politicks, by to eagerly affecting a 


Peace with that Crown ; and in their + 


Religion, by being generally Arminjs 
ans, ( which was etteemed the middlg 
part between rhe Calviniſts and the 
Roman Religion.) And beſides thele 


mutual Reproaches ,, rhe two Parties 


have ever valued themiclves upon the 


aſſerting, one of the truce and purer. 


G 3 Reform- 
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Reformed Religion ; } and -the other 
of rhe rruer and freer: Liberties of the 
State. | 

The Fortunes of this Commonwealth, 
that have happened in their Wars or 
Negotiations, -ſmce the Truce with 
Spain, and what Circumſtances ' or Ac- 
cidents, both abroad-and at home, ferv'd 
ro cultivate their mighty Growth, and 
conſpired to the Greatnets wherein they 
appear'd to the World in the Beginning 
of the Year 1665, . being not only the 
Subje& of the Relations, bur even the 
Obſervations , of this preſent Age ; I 
{hall either leave, as more abvious, and 
lets neceſlary to the Account I intend 
of the Civil Government of this Com- 
mon-weairth : Or elſe releryc them till 
the ſame Vein of Leilure or Humour 
invite me-to continue this. Deduction 
rothis preſent time ; The Afttairs of this 
State having been complicated. with all 
the Varicty and memorable Revoluti- 
ons, both of Acidns-and Counels, that 
have ſince happened in rhe reit-of Chri- 
ſtendom. 

\ In the-mear- time, I will cloſe this 
Relation' with an Event, which arrived 
{oon after the Concluſion of the Truce, 
ang 'had like ro bgye broken it _ 

the 
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the 'very-year, if not (prevented by the 
Offices. of rhe Neiohlont Princes. but 
more by'a change” of ' Humour in the 
Utiited States, confpiring to the Conler- 
vation of the new-reſtored Peace in 
theſe parts of the World. 

In the end of the Year 1 509, died 
the' Duke' of Cleves and Fuliers, with- 
out Heir-Male, leaving thoſe Dutchies 
to the Pretenſions of his Daughters, in 
whoſe Right the Duke of Branaen- 
tureh and Nieubweh poſſeſſed them» 
ſelves of ſuch parts of thoſe Territo- 
ries, as they firſt could invade; each of 
them pretending right to the whole In- 
heritance. Brandenburgh {ceks Prote» 
ion and Favour to his Title, from the 
United Provinces; Niewburg from Arch» 
Duke Albert, and from Spain. The 
Arch-Duke , newly reſpiring from {6 
long a War, had-no dehire to inteteſs 
himſelf in this Quarrel, further than the 
care; 'that the Dntch ſhould not take ad+ 
vantage of it; and, under pretext of af- 
fiſting one of the parties, ſeize upon 
ſome of thoſe Dominions lying con+ 
tiguoits to their own. The Datch were 
nor {o equal, nor content to loſe 16 fair 
an occaſion, and ſurprized the Town of 
Juliers (tho pretending only. ro keep 
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it till the - Parties - agreed: And beliey 
ving that Spain, after having parted 
with ſo much-in the late Truce, - ra end 
a Quarrel of their. own, would not 
venture a Breach of it upon a Quarrel 
of their Neigbours. But the Arch» 
Duke having firſt taken his Meaſures 
with Spain, and forc{ceing the. Confer 
quence of this Afﬀair, reſolved to ven- 
rure the whole State of Flanders in a 
new War, rather than ſuffer ſuch an en- 
creaſe of Power and Dominion to the 
States. And thereupon, Firſt, in the 
Behalf of the Duke of Niexbargh, re- 
quires from them the Reſtitution of J«+ 
hers; and __ their artificious and 


dilatory Anſwers, immediazely draws {| 
his Forces together, and with an Army, | 


under the Command of Spinola, marches 
towards Fuliers, (which the States 
were in no care of, as well provided 


for a bold Defence ;) Burt makes a fud- 


den Turn, and fits down before Weſel, 
with ſuch a Terror and Surprize to the 
Inhabitants, that- he carries the Tawn 
before the Dutch could come in to 
their Aſſiſtance. eſcl was a ſtrong 
Town upon the Rhine, which the 


Duke of Brand:nburgh pretended to, | 


#5 belonging to the Dutchy of Cleve; 


but 
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bur the Citizens held at this, time 
as an Imperial Town, and under pro- 
tection of the Dutch ; Who, amazed ar 
this ſudden and beld Attempt of Spi- 
zola, which made him Maſter of a Paſs 
that lay fair for any further Invaſion 
upon their Provinces, ( eſpecially thoſe 
on r'other ſide the Rhine, ) engage the 
Offices of both the Eneliſh and French 
Crowns, to mediate an Agreement, 
which ar length they conclude, fo as 
neither party ſhould, upon any pretence, 
draw their Forces into any part of 
theſe Durchics. Thus the Arch-Duke 
having by the fondnels of Peace, newly 
made a Tritce, upon Conditions impo- 
{ed by the Durch; now by the Reſo- 
lution of making War, obtains a Peace, 
upon the very Terms propoſed by him- 
ſelf, and by Spain. An Event of great 
Inſtruction and Example, how dange- 
rous it cver proves for weak Princes to 
call in greater to their aid, which makes 
them a Prey to their Friend, inſtead of 
their Enemy; How the only time of 
making an advantageous Peace, is, 
when your Enemy deſires it, and 
when you are in the beſt condition 
of purſuing a War : And how vain a 

Coun- 
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Conf it is, ro avoid # War, by yield- 
Wig any Point of Intereſt or Honor ; 
Which does but invite new Injuries, | 
cncotitage Enemies, © and dithearten 
Friends, - 
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CHAP 1L 
Of thir GOVERNMENT. 


T is evident by what has been dif- 
courled in the former Chapter con- 
cerning the Riſe of this State, (which 
is-to -be dared from the Union of C- 
trecht,) that it cannot properly be ſty- 
led a Commonwealth, but is rather a 
Confederacy of Seven Sovereign Pro- 
vinces - united together for their com- 
mon and mutual Defence, wirthour any 
Dependance one upon the other. But 
to diſcover the Nature of their Govern- 
ment from the firſt Springs and Mo- 
tions, It mult be taken yer into ſmaller 
Pieces, by which it will appear, thar 
each of thele Provinces 1s likewiſe 
compoled of many little States or Ci- 
ties, Which have feveral Marks of So- 
vercign Power within themſelves, and 
are not ſubject to the Sovereignty of 
their -Provinces; Not bcing concluded 
in many things by the Majority, but only 
by the wniverlal Concurrence of Voices 
in the Provincial States. For as the 
States-Genencral cannot make War or 
Peace, 
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Peace, or any new Alliance , or Le- 
vies of Money, without the conſent 
of every Province; ſo cannot the 
States-Provincial conclude of any of 
thoſe points, - without rhe conſent of 
each of rhe Cities, that, by their Conſti- 
tution, has a' voice in' that Aſſembly. 
And tho in many Civil Caules there 
lies an Appeal from the common Judi- 
cature of the Cities, to the Provincial 
Courts of Juſtice; yet in Criminal, 
there lies none art all; nor can the So» 
veraignty of a Province exerciſe any 
Judicature, ſeize upon any Qlftender, 


or pardon any Offence within the Ju- 
riſdi&tion of a City, or execute any 
common Reſolution or Law , but by: 


the Juſtice and Officers of the City it 
ſelf By this a certain Soveraignty in 
each City is diſcerned, the chict Marks 


whereof are, The Power of exerciling 


Judicature, levying of Money, and ma- 
king War and Peace : For the other, of 
Coining Money, is ncither in particu-- 
lar Cities or Provinces, but in rhe ge- 
nerality of the Union, by common A- 
greement. 

The main Ingredients therefore into 
rhe Compoſition of this State, are rhe 
Freedom of the Cities, the Wyeraignty, 
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| ;of the Provinces, the Agreements or 


Conſtitutions of the Union, and the 
Authority of the - Princes :of Orange; 


Which, make the: Order 1 ſhall. follow 


in the Account- intended ! of. this. Go- 


.vertment. But whereas , the ſeveral 


Provinces .in the Union, and: the ſe- 
yeral Ciries, ,in- each Province, as they 
have, in'their Qrders and Conſtitutions, 
ſome. particular Differences, as well as 
a general Relemblance ; and the account 
of each diftintly would {well this Dif- 


'courle our. of. meaſure, . and to little 


purpoſe ;-; 1- ſhall confine my {elf to 
the Account of Zollard, as the richeſt, 
firongeſh; and of molt Authority among 
the Proyinces; and of Amſterdam, as 
that which has che ſame Preheminen- 
cies amog the Cities. ; 

The- Soveraign Authority of the Ci- 


, 


ty of Amſterdam, conlilts, wm the De- 


is compoted of Six and thirty, Men, by 
whom the Juſtice is adminiſtred, ac- 
cording to ancientForms ; in the names 
of Othcers, and Places of: Jugicature. 
Bur Monies are Levied by Arbitrary 
Reſolutions, and Proportions, according 
to what appears covenient or necella- 
ry upon the . change or emergency of 
OCCa- 
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. crees or Relulrs of their Senate, - which Amſter- 
am. 
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occaſions. Theſe Senarors are for their 


Lives,” and ' the Senate was /anciently 
; choſen by 'rhe Voices of the richer 


Burghers , or Freemew of' che City , 


-who upon the Death of a Senator met 


rogether, /cither in a Church, a \Mat- 
ket; br ſome' other place ſpacious e- 
nough to receive their /'Numbers; and 
there made / an clefion of the: 


- 0 ſucceed, by the majority: of ' Voices, 


But abour a' hundred 'and* thirty, or 
forty \ years ago, when-the Towns of 
Holland began to increaſe 'in circuit, 
and-it\ People; ſo as thoſe frequent Af- 
ſemblies grew into —_— f'Tumulr 


and Diſorder upon cvery-6ccafion, by 
reaſon of their Numbers and* Conten- 
-tioh';--Fhis Election of -Senators came, 


by the reſolution of the Burghers, tn 
one of their General Aſſemblies, to be 
devolved for ever, upon the- ſtanding- 
Senate-at that -time ;' {o, as ever ſince, 


when any' one of their number dies, 'a | 
"new one is choſen by the reſt of rhe | 
-Seriate, without any Intervention of / 
.the other Burghers ; Which makes the | 


Government a ſort of Otigarchy, and 
very diflcrent from a popular Govers- 
ment, 4s" it- is generally efteemed by 
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-thole, who; -paſling 'or - living' in thele | 
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Countries , :content-.themfelves ©, with 
camman Obervations , ar , Inquiriss. 
Ang this Reſolutian of the « c Burghers, 
eirher was agreed: upon, ar: followed 


by-goneral Canſeat:or Example, abour 


the ame time, in all the Towns. of the 
Province, tho-witl: ſame differtace; in 
number of their Senators.  - ), 
4'By-rthis Sendrto: ane choſen the .qhicf 
Magiſtrates of:'che Town, whijelr. axe 
the Burgomaſters,. and the Ekchoviris:: 
The-\Burgomaſters -of _ Amſterdam are 
Fonx,|'rwhereof. three gre choſen, 
year; {© as.one of them ſtays in thee 
wwo Years + bur : rhe three laſt choſen 
«<:/&@alld_the :Resening-Burg auaſfirs 
for that Ycar, and. preſide by ,-ruros, 
aferrhe firſt rhree Months; forfo long 
afeer:a new Eleftion;' the Burgomblier 
of \irhe-/ year before preſides; in. wbich 
tin 17-15 fuppoleg/the new anos:otl 
grow inſtructed uv-the Forms.and Nu- 
tics 'of their  Ofhoeg" and a 
wit theiState of the Ciries Afﬀtazrs,-” 
Phe; Burgomaſters . are ee by 
moti Moices of all rhofe Peclomsia rhe 
$enart,' who! have'been cither. Baxgd- 
maiters-.or 'E{chgvins; and - theig Aw- 
thotiry | relembles | that ' of the .Lovd 


| pay” and Aldergew in our Giries. 


They 
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They repreſent the-Dignity of the Go- | 


vernment, and. do''the Honour of 'the 
h all oocafions..- They diſpoſe 


Ell Under-Offces that fall in- their 


ime; and iſſue out: all- Monies: our-of 
The common. Stock :or . Treaſure, :judg- 
g--alone: what::is::neccſlary for the 
Safety, Convenience; or Dignity of -the 
—_ They =_ the Key of the Bank 
Amſterdans, { ra Treaſure 
% ry many Nations;): which is.never 
open'd: without the Preſence of ' one! of 
them ; And they inſpet 'and purſue all 
the! Publick Works-of the City, 
uns. ag arts and .Stadt-houſe; now 
almoſt Failed, with fo great Magn 
hence, and fol vaſt. Expence. | 
:This-Officc is-4 Charge of the great- 
eſt Truſt, Aurthority,;and Dignity.; and 
fo: much the greater; by not- being of 
Profar'or \Advantage', but only as a 
xay to other conſtant Employments in 
the Ciry,:that are fo. The Salary of a 
Burgc of : Amſtedam, is bur Five 
Gilders. a year, though there 
ate Offnworh Five thouſand in their 
Difpoſal;. Bur yer none of them known 
to have raken Maney: upon {uch occa- 
Gons, which would Joſe all cheig Cr& 


dit in the Town; and thereby their 


Fortunes | 


. 
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Fortunes by any Publick Employments, 
They are obliged ro no fort of ex- 
pence, more than ordinary modeſt Ci- 
tizens, in their Habits, their Arten- 
dance, their Tables, or any parrt of their 
own Domeſtick. They are. upon all 
Publick Occaſions waited on/by Men 
in Salary from the Town ;and what- 
ever Feaſts. they make upon Solemn 
Days, or for the Entertainment of any 
Princes or Foreign Miniſters , the 
Charge is defrayed out of the Common 
Treafure ; but proportioned by their 
own Diſcretion. Ar other times, they 
appear in all places with the ſimplicity 
and modeſty of other private Citizens. 
When the Burgomaſter's Office expires, 
they arc of courſe diſpoſed into the 
other Charges ot Employments of the 
Towns, which arc very many and bene- 
ficial ; unleſs rhey loſe their Credit 
with the Senate, by any want of Dili- 
gence or Fidclity in the Diſcharge of 
their Office, wluch ſeldom arrives. 

The Eſchevins are the Court of Ju- 
ſtice in every Town. They are at 


Amſlerdam nine inn Number; of which * 


Seven are choſen Annually; bur two 
of the preceding year continue in Of- 
fice. . A double Number is named by 


H the 
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che Senate, our 'of which the Burpo- 
miaſters now chufe, as the Prince of 
Orange did in the former Conſtitution. 
They are Sovereign Judges ih all Cri- 
mitial Cauſes. ''In Civil, after” a cer- 
tain value, there lies : Appeal ro the 
Court of Juſtice of the Province. But 
they paſs Senehtice of Death upon no 
Man, without firft adviſing with the 
Burgomaſters; tho, after that Form 
is paſt, rchey . proceed themfelyes, and 
are not bound to follow the' Burgo- 
maſters Opinion, but are left ro their 
own: This being only a care or: fa- 
vour of ue R noe to the' Life of 
Man, which is ſo ſoon cut off, and ne- 
ver to be retrieved or made amends 
for. 

Under theſe Sovercign Magiſtrates, 
the chief ſubordinate Officers of the 
Town, arethe Treaſurers, who receive 
and iſſue out all Monies that are pro- 
perly the Revenues or Stock of the 
City : The Scout, who takes care of 
the: Peace , ſeizes all Criminals, and 
ſees the Senrences of Juſtice execured, 
and whoſe Authority is like that of a 
Sheriff in a County with us, or a 
Conſtable in a Pariſh. The Penftoner, 
who is a Civil-Lawyer, versd in the 
Cuſtoms, 
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Cuſtoms, Records, and Privileges 
of the Fae] concerning which be 
informs the Magiſtracy upon oceaſion, 
and vindicates them ' upon Diſputes 
with other Towns; He is a Servant of 
the Senate and the Burgomaſtets, de- 
livers their Meſſages, makes rheir Ha- 
rangues ,upon all Publick Occafions, 
and .is_ not unlike the Recorder in one 
of our Towns. 

In this City of Amſterdam is the fa- 
mous Bank, which is the greateſt Trea- 
ſure, either real or imaginary, that 's 
known any where in the World. The 
place of it is a great Vault under the 
Stadthouſe, made ſtrong with all the 
Circumſtances of Doors and Locks, 
and other appearing Cautions of Safety, 
that can be: And *tis certain, that 
whoeyer is carried to ſce the Bank, 
ſhall neyer fail to find the Appearance 
of a mighty rcal Treaſure, in Barrs of 
Gold and Silycr, Plate and infinite 
Bags of Metals, which are ſuppoſed to 
be all Gold and Silver, and may be fo 
for qughr I know. But the Burgo- 
maſters only having the InſpeQtion of 
this Bank, and no Man ever raking 
any particular Account of what iffues 
ja and out, from Age to Age, "tis 'im- 
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 pollible to make any Calculation, of 


- not onl 


ted Provinces, but in many other Tra- 


; Bank is properly a general Caſh, Where 

every Man lodges lis Money, becaulc 
(he eſteems it ſafer, and cafier paid '1n 
- and. out, than if it were in his Coffers 


, from. paying any Intereſt for what is 
there brought in, thar Money in the 


.No other Money palling in the Bank, 
. bar in the Species of Coin rhe © bell 
»known, the moſt alcertain'd, and rhe | 
molt | 
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gueſs whar Proportion the real "Trea- 
lure may hold to. the Credit of it. 
Therefore the Security of the Bank lies 
ur the cfieas thar 'are in' it, 
but in, the Credit of the whole Town 
or, State of Amſterdam , whole 'Stock 
and Reyenue 1s equal to thar of {ſome 
Kingdoms; and who arc bothd to 
make good -all -Monies *'that' are 


brovghr into their Bank ; The Tickets | 


or. Bills hereof make all * the” ufual 
great Payments, that arc made between 
Man and Man in the Town';. arid 'nor 
only in moſt other places of the Uni- 


ding-parts of the World. Sv, as this 


And the Bank is fo far 


at home: 


Bank” .is worth ſomething more in 
common Payments, than what runs 
current | in Coin from Hand to Hand ; 
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molt generally current in all parts ofthe 
Higher.as well as the Lower Germany. 
The Revenues of . Amſterdam ariſe 
out of the conſtant Exciſe upon all. 
ſorts of Commodities bought and fold 
within the Precint': Or, out of the 
Rents of thoſe Houſes or Lands that 
belong ,in common to the Ciry: Or, 
out . of certain Dutics' and Impoſitions 
upon eyery Houle, towards the ulcs of 
Charity, andthe Repairs, or Adorn- 
ments, or Fortifications, of rhe place : 
Or elſe, out of extraordinary Levies 
conſented. to by the Senate, for fur- 
niſhing, their _ part, of the Publick 
Charge .that is agreed to by their De- 
puties jn the Provincial-Stares, for the 
ule of rhe Provinge.: Or by the Dc- 
puties of the States of Zolland in the 
Scates-General , for. ſupport of the 
Union. And all rthele Payments arc 
made into one Common Stock of the 
Town, not, as many of ours arc, into 
that, of. che Pariſh, ſo as attempts 
may be eaſicr made at the calculati- 
ons of their whole Revenue ; And I 
have heard it affirmed, That whax. is 
paid af all kinds ro Pyblick Uſcs of 
the States-General, rhe Province, and 
the City in Amſterdam, amqunts to 
« Jodie H 3 aboy- 
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Holland, Whzcof is reprefented by "De 


the Pro» States of ZF/dllard ; The —_— ney 
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above Sixteen hundred thouſand Paunds 
Sterling *a, Year, - But I enter int&ti6 
Computations, nor '#ive theſe -for” any 
thing more; 'than whige' 1 have heard 
from Men' who pretended to make 
ſuchi Enquiries, which, I confefs; I'did 
= "Tis certain, 'that, in ro'Town, 
repgrch, Neauty, 4nd Cohvenictice, 
berter provided for, nor with 'thote 
unlimited Expence, than in this, bythe 


Magnificerice of 'their Publick « Build.- 


ings, 'as Stadthouſe'and Arſcnals ;- The 
Narber and 'Spatiouſnels, as well as 
Order and Revyenues of their - many 
Hoſpitals ; * The” Cortmodiodſneſs' of 
theit Canals | rv through -the 
chief 'Streers of Paſſage ; The'mighty 
Strength bf. rheir Battionis and Ram- 
parts; And the Neatiicfs, as 'well as 
Convenience, of their Streets, To far as 
can be compaſicd in fo® great a Con- 
fluence 'of induſtrious Pevple ; All 
which could never be atchieved- with- 
out a Charge much exceeding ' what 
{ecins proportioned to the Reveiiue of 
one fingle Town. * a; 

The Senate clufes the Depnries , 
which are ſetit from this City 'to the 


es of 
the 
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the ' Nobles and Towns , compoſing 
Nineteen Voices : ' Of which the No+ 
bles have only the firſt, and the Cities 
cighteen, according to the number of 
thoſe which are called Stemwms ; The 
other Cities and Towns of the Pro- 
vince having no Voice in the States. 
Theſe Cities were originally bur Six, 
Dort, Haerlem, Delf, Leyden, Amnſter- 
dam and :7ergow. But were encreaſed 
by Prince William of Nafſaw, to the 
number of Eighteen, by the addition 
of Rotterdam, Gorcum , Sthedam, Sch6+ 
noven, 'Briel, Alcmatr, Horne, Enchuv 
ſen, Edam, Moninckdam, Medenblick, 
and Permeren. This makes as 
an Inequality in' the Government- of 
the Province, by ſuch a {mall Ciry as 
Permeren having an equal Voice in 
the Provineial-States with Amſterdam, 
(which pays perhaps half of all Charges 
of the Province, ) as ſeems to be in 
the States-General by fo ſmall a Prov 
vince. as Overyſſel haying an .cqual 
Voice in the Srares-General, with that 
of Holland, which .centributcs more 
than half co the general Charge of the 
Union. But this . was by {ome Wri- 
rers of that Age interpreted ta be 
done | by the Prince's Authority , $0 
H 4 leſſen 
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leſſen that of the Nobles, and balance 
that of rhe greater Cities, bythe yoi- 
ces of the ſmaller, whoſe dependen- 
ces. were caſier to be - gained and ({c- 
cured. 

The Nobles, though they are few in 
this Prox ince, yer arc. not repreſented 
by all their mimber, bur by Eight or 
Nine, who as Deputies from their Bo» 
dy have Seſlion 'in the States-Provin» 
cal ; and who, when one among them 
dyes, chute another to ſucceed him, 
"Though they . have - altogerher'. but 
one voice '£qualro the ſmalleſt Town ; 
- yet they are very conſiderable in the 
Goverament , * by | polleiſing many of 
the beſt Charges: both Civil and Milie 
xary, by having'the direction of all 
ghe Eccleſiaſtical -Revenue that .. was 
ſeized by the'State upon the change 
of Religion; and by icnding their De» 
-Puries to all the- Councils both of the 
-Generalty' and the Province, and by 
the nomination. of one Councllor in 
-Fhe rwo great Courts of Juſtice. They 


-give thewr Voice firſt in the Aſſembly | 


-of the States, | and thereby '@' great 
'-weight to the buſineſs in canſultation. 


"The iPenſioner - of Helland' is 1carcd | 


(With them, -gclivers theig: Voice for 
' | « # them, 
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them, - and aſſiſts at all-their Deliberati- 
ons, before they come to the Aſlembly, 
He is, properly, but Miniſter or Servant 
of the Province, and fo his Place or 
Rank is behind all their Deputies ; but 
has always great Credit, becauſe he is 
perpetual,or (ſeldom diſcharged; though 
of rrght he ought to be choſen or renews» 
ed every fifth year, He has place. in all 
the ſeyeral Aſſemblies of the Province, 
and inthe States propoſes all Aﬀairs, ga- 
thers the Opinions, and forms or digeſts 
the Reſolutions ; pretending likewiſe a 
Power, not to conclude any very-impor- 
tant Aﬀair by plurality of Voices, when 
he judges in hjs Conſcience hg ought 
not.to do it, and that it will be of .ill 
conſequence or prejudice to the, Prq- 
vince, He is likewiſe one of their con» 
ſtant Depuries in rhe States General. 
The Depuries of the Cities are drawn 
out of the Magiſtrates and Senate of 
each Town ; Their Number is. uncer- 
tain and Arbitrary, according..to the 
Cuſtoms or Pleaſure , of the Cities that 
ſend them, becauſe, they have all toge» 
ther but one Voice; and are all main- 
tained at their Cixies charge : But com- 
monly' one of the Burgomaſters, and 
the Penſioner arg of the number, mn 
1G 
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The. States 'of Holand have their 
Seſlion in the Court at the Hegue, and 
aſkemble ordinarily four rimes a- year, 
in February, June, September, and N- 
wember, In the former Seſſions, they 
provide for the filling up of all vacant 
Charges, and for- renewing the Farms 
of all the ſeveral Taxes, and for cons 
ſulting abour any matters that concern 
either the general Good of the Pro- 
vince, or any particular Differences 
ariſing berween the Towns. Bur in 
November, they meet purpolely. to re- 
refolve upon the Continuance of the 
Charge which falls to the ſhare of their 
Province the following year, according 
to 'what may have been agreed upon 
by the Deputies of the States-General, 
as neceſfry for the Support of the State 
or Union. | 

For extraordinary Occaſions, they 
are convoked by -a Council called the 
Gerotmmittcerds Ratden, or the Com- 
miſſioned Counſellors, who are 'pro- 
perly a Council of Statc, of the Pro- 
vince, compoled - of ſeveral Deputies ; 
One from the Nobles ; One from 
each 'of the chief Towns; And bur 
One from three of the ſmaller Towns, 
cach of the'' lire chuſing him by 
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rurns. - ' And this Council firs conſtant- 
ly at - the -Hague, and both propoſes 
to the Provincial-Stares,. at their cx- 
traordinary Aſſemblies, 'rhe matters of 
deliberation ; and executes their Reſos 
hutions, ) 

In theſe» Aſſemblies, though all arg 
equal in Voices, and-any one hinders 
a Reſult; yer it feldom happens, but 
that unized by one common Bond of 
larereſt, -and having all one common 
End of .Publick Good ;,; They come 
after full Debares two eaſte Reſolutions z 
yielding to the Power of Reaſon, wherg 
it is clear and ſtrong ; And ſuppreſling 
all private-Paſſions / ar: Intereſts, '{@;'as 
the ſmaller. part ſeldom . conteſts hard 
or long; ' what the greater agroes-:o, 
When - the Deputies of the States-@r 
pree in Opinion, they ſend ſome ;of 
theirnumber to their reipective Lowns, 
propofing- the Afﬀair and the Realons 
alledged/, and deſiring: Orders from 
them t0\conclude ; Which feldam fails, 
if - the - Neceſſity or Utility be evi- 
dent; If it be mare intricare,. ar: {ub 
fers Delay, the . States adjourn , for 
{uch a time, as admirs: the Return af 
all rhe —_ to- their Towns ; 
wheroxheir 4afluence and Intercft, - 
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the impreſſions of the Debates' in their 
Provincial Aſſemblies, make the ' cons 
ſent of the Cities cafier gain'd. 

Beſides the'States and Council men» 
tion'd, the -Province has: likewiſe a 
Chamber of Accounts, who manage 
the general Revenues of the Province : 
And” beſides this Truſt, chey have the 
abſolure diſpoſition of the ancient De- 
meſn' of Holland, without giving any 
account to the States of the Province, 
Only at times, either upon uſual in- 
tervals, or upon a neceſſity of Mor 
ney, the States call upon. them for a 
Subſidy of Two or Three Hundred 
Thouſand Crowns, or more, as they are 
preſt, or conceive the Chamber to be 
grown rich, beyond what -is propor» 
rioned to the general deſign of cncrcea- 
fing 'the eaſe and fortunes | of. thoſe 
Perſons who compoſe it. The: States 
of Holland diſpoſe of theſe charges to 
Men grown- aged in their ſervice, and 
who have p through moſt ofthe 
Employments of State, with the eſteem 
of : Prudence and - Integrity ; and ſuch 
perions find here an honourable and 
profitable retreat. 

' The Provinces of Holland and Zgr 
land, as they uled formerly | to havs 
one 
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one Governor in. the- time 'of rhe 
Houſe 'of Burgundy' and' Auſtria; fo 
they ' have long hadione common Ju- 
dicature',' ' which is. exerciſed by rwo 
Courts of Juſtice, each of. them -com- 
mon to both the Provinces. The. firſt 
js compoſed of Twelve. Counſellors, 
Nitie-of -Hollaxd, 'and - Three of: Zea- 
land, - of whem the Governor of the 
Provinces + is- the Head; by the old 
Conſtitution uſed to veeſade when- 
ever he'plcaled, and 'to. name all the 
CounleHors except one, who was cho- 
ſen-by the Nobles. - This Court judges 
without Appeal in all Criminal Caulfes ; 
but in Civil there lies' Ap ro the 
other Courr, which is called rhe High 
Council, from which there is no Ap- 
peal, bur only by Perition tothe States 
of the Province for a Reviſion : When 
theſe judge there is reaſon for ir, the 

grant Letters-Patents to that purpoſe, 
naming ſome Syndiques our of the 
Towns, who being added to the Coun- 
{ellors of rhe rwo former Courts, re- 
viſe and judge the Cauſe in the laſt re- 
fort. And this Courſe ſeems to have 
been inſtirured by .way of Supply or 
Imitation of the Chamber of Mechlyn, 
ro which, before the Revolt of. the 
Pro 
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Provinces, there: lay an Appeal, by w 

:of Reviſion, from all or moſt * - DA 

Provincial Courts of Juſtice, .as there 

Nill doth in the Spaniſh Provinces of the | 

Netherlands. | 

Govern- Ao Union is made (dag 

"175. .q SOVercign | Provinces re ;/ » | 
Provin who chuſe their roſpe&tive Depuries, 

cs. -and _ __ wo mn the 

compoſing of three cv *i i 

called he States-General,- The Ch 

.Cil .of State, and the Chamber of Ac- 

counts. .The Savereign Power of this 

United-Stare lies etieRtively in the 

 Allembly of the 'States-General, which 

-.aſed at firſt ro.be conyvaked upon ex- 

'traordinary Occaſions, by rhe Council 

of State; bur that ſeldom, in regard 

they uſually . canſiſted of aboye Eight 

hundred Perſons, whoſe meeting roge- 

ther .in one:place, from {omany ſeveral 

5parts, gave £00 2a ſhake to the 

whole Body of . ent made the 

Dobaces long, and-fometimes confu- 

ted ; the Reſolutions ſlaw, and, upon 

ſudden Occafions, out of time, :-In-the 

Abſence of the Startes-General , the 

"Council of State repreſented their Au- 

thority, and executed their Reſoluri- 

ons, and judged-of the neceſlity of a 


new 
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new Convocation: till- after the Earl 
of Leitefers: Departure from the Go» 
vetttment, the Provincial-States deſired 
of the General, That they might, by 
their '6bnſtant reſpeAtive- Deputies, con> 
tinue rheit Aſſemblies under the Name 
of States-Gi#eral, which were- nevyet 
after aſſembled but at Bergen 4p. Zoom, 
for ratifying with more Iblemn Form 
and Authority , the Truce concluded 
with Duke Albert and Spain. 

This Deſire of the Provinces' was 
grounded upon the Prerences, Thar 
the Council of Stare convoked them 
but ſeldom, and at Will ; and that be- 
ing tro Execute all mn their abſence, 
they thereby arrogated ro themſelves 
too great an Authority inthe Stare. 'But 
a more ſecret reaſon had greater weight 
in this Afair, which was, * That the 
Engliſh Ambaſſador had, by agreement 
with Queen Elizabeth, conſtant place 
in their Council of State ; And upon 
the Diſtaſtes ariſing hetween the Pro- 
vinces and the Earl of Lerceſter, with 
ſome Jealouſies of rhe Queen's Diſpo- 
ſition ro make a Peace with Spain, 
They had no mind that Her Ambaſſa- 
dor thould be prefent' any longer in 
the firſt Digeſtion of their _ 
which 
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which was then holly made in the 
Council of Stare. hereupon the 
firſt framed the ordinary Council, call- 
ed the States-General, which has ever 
ſince paſſed by, .that Name, and ſits 
conſtantly in the Court at the ZZagne, 
repreſents the Sovereignty of the U- 
nion, gives Audience and Diſpatches 
to all. Foreign Miniſters ; bur yer is 
indeed only a Repreſentative of the 
States-General, the Aſſemblies whereof 
are wholly diſuſed. 

The Council of. State, the Admiral- 
ty, and the Treaſury are all ſubordi- 
nate to this Council ; All which are 
continued in as near a Reſemblance, as 
could be, .to the ſeveral Councils uſed 
in the time when the Provinces were 
ſubjet to their ſeyeral Principalitics ; 
or united under One in the Houſes of 
Burgundy and Auſtria: Only the ſeve- 
ral Deputies ( compoſing one Voice ) 
now ſucceeding the ſingle Perſons ems 
ployed under the former Governments: 
And the Zague, which was the ancient 
Seat of the Counts of Frolland, {till 
continues to be fo of all rhelſe Coun: 
cils ; where the Palace. of the former 
Sovercigns lodges the Prince of Orange 
as Governour, and recciycs thele _ 
ra 
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ral Councils;as attending ſtill upon the 
Sovereignty, repreſented by the States- 
c 


The Members of all theſe Councils 
are placed and changed 'by the ſeve- 
ral Provinces, according to their diffe- 
rent or agrecing Cuſtoms. To the States- 
General every one ſends their Depu- 
ties, in what number they pleaſe ; ſome 
Two, ſome Ten or Twelve; Which 
makes no Difference{, becauſe all Mart- 
ters are carried, not by the Votes of 
Perſons, but of Provinces; and all the 
Deputies from one Province, how few 
or many ſoever, have one ſingle Vote. 
The Provinces differ likewiſe in the 
time fixed for their Deputation; ſome 
ſending for a Year, ſome for more, and 
others for life, The Province of FEl- 
land, ſend to the States-General one of 
their Nobles, who is perpetual ; Two 
Deputies choſen out of their Eight 
chief Towns ; and One out of North» 
Hhlland ; and with theſe, Two of their 
Provincial Council of State, and thcir 
Penftoner. 

Neither Stadtholder of Governour, 
or any perſon in Military Charge, has 
Seſſion in the States-Gene ral. Every 
Province preſides their week in "_ 

an 
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ind by the moit qualified Parſon 6f 
thi Deputies of that. Province: He 
ſits in a Chair with Arms, at the thid- 
Ale of a long Table, cpable of h61d- 
ing about hifry Perſons ; Fot Jbotit 
rhat Natmbec this Cormcil is vſtally 
comp poſed 6f. Thee Greffer, who is 1 
nature bf 4 Setetary, firs at the Jower 
end of the Table: When a 
Miniſter has Audience, te is ſeard at 
tlie thidd of this Fable, over apainit 
the Preſident, Who fropolts al dt 
ters iti this Aﬀertity; akes rhe Gref 
frer read all Papers; Pars the 
Nion ; calls rhe Voices of the 
Vinces; And ogg the Cviichuſitn, 
Of , if te _—_ ro toridlude 4 
fg to the Pluratiry, he is ob 
os n his Plact t6 the Prefidetit of the 
enfoing Week, who conchides for 
Tim. 

This is the Courſe in all Afﬀairs be. 
fore them, except in Cafes of Peace 
and War, of Foreign Allfances , of 
Raiſing or Coinihg 'of Monics, or the 
Privileges of 'cach Province or Mem- 
ber of rhe  Union.. In all _—_ All 
the Provinces truſt concur, Plurah 
being not at all weighed or ob 


This Council is nor Sovereign ,, buc 
only 
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ofily repreſenrs the Soveraignty ; and 
therefore, though Ambaiſaddes are both 
teceived and ſent in their Name ; yet 
neither are their own chofen, nor Fo- 
reign Miniſters anſwered, nor any of 
thoſe mentioned Atiaits refolved, with- 
out confulring firſt 'the States of each 
Province by their reſpeQive Depuries; 
and reeciving Orders trom them; And 
in orher important Matters, though de- 
cided by Plurality, They frequently 
conſul with the Council of Stare. 

Nor has this Method or Conſticutis 
bn ever been broken ſince their Stare 
began, excepting only in one Afﬀeair, 
which was in Fanvary 1668, when His 
Majeſty ſenr me over to propole a 
League of Mutual Defence with this 
State, and another for the preſerva- 
tion of Flanders from the invaſion of 
France, Which had already conquered 
a great part of the Spaniſh Provinces, 
and lefr rhe relt at the mercy of the 
next Campania, Upon this occaſion I 
had the fortune to prevail with the 
Stares-General, ro conclude three Treas 
ties, and upon them draw up and fign 
the ſeveral Inſtruments, in the ſpace 
of Five days; Without paſling the 
elkntial Forms of their Goveranient 
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by any - zecourle' to the Provinces, 
which muſt likewiſe have had it to the 
ſeycral Cities; There, I knew, thoſe 
Forcign Minifters, whoſe Duty and-In- 
tereſt it was tb oppoſe this Atair,. ex« 
pected to, meet, and to elude it, which 
could not have failed, in caſe it had 
run that circle, ſince engaging the 
Voice of one City muſt have broken 
it. 'Tis true, that in concluding theſe 
Alliances without Commiſſion from 
their Principals, The Deputies of the 
States General ventur'd their Heads, if 
they had been- dilowned by their Pro- 
vinces ; but. being all unanumous, and 
led by the clear evidence of ſo di- 
re&t,and fo importanr an Intereſt,{ which 
mult have been loſt by the uſual de- 
lays, ) They all 2greed to run;the ha- 
zard ; and were (o far from bcing dit- 
owned, that they, were applauded by 
all rhe Members of every Province ; 
Heving thereby changed the whole 
face ot Afairs in Chriſtendom, and laid 
the foundation of the Triple-Alliance, 
and the Peace of Aix, ( which were 
concluded about Four Months after.) 
yo great has the force of Reaſon and 
latereſt ever proved in this State, not 
enly ro the uniting of all Voices in 
their 
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their 'Aſſemblies, bur ro. the abſolving 
of the greatelf breach of their Origi- 
pat Conſtitutions; Even. nn a Stare, 
whoſe Safety and Greatneſs has been 
chiefly founded upon the ſevere and 
exatt ' obſervance of Order and Me- 
thod, in all their Counſels and Executi- 
ens. | Nor have they ever uſed, at any 
other time, any greater means to agree 
and unite the ſeveral Members of their 
Union, in the'Reſolutions neceſſary, up- 
oh the molt preſſing occaſions, rhan for 
the agreeing-Provinces to'riame {ome of 
their ableſt perlons to go and confer 
with the diffenting, and repreſent thoſe 
Reaſons and Intereſts, by which they 
have ' been' induced to their Opint- 
ons. 

The Council of State is compoſed 
of Deputies from the ſeveral Provin- 
ces, bur after another manner than the 
States-General, the number being fixcd, 
Gelderland ſends Two, Jolland Three, 
Zealand and Uirecht Two apiccc , 
Friezeland; - Overyſſel and Groninghen , 
each of chem One, making in all 
Twelve. They Vore not by Provin- 
ces, bur by Perſonal Voices; ahd cve- 
ry Deputy preſides by Turns. Jn this 
Council' the Goycrnour of tlie Pro- 
T3 VI4nces 
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vinces has Seſſion, and 2 deciſtnevoice ; 
And the Tabirer en | RinpaCns 
a voice only deliberative ;. yet he by 
much cradit here, being kgs: and 
fo is the perſon deputed: to this Coun: 
cil from the Nobles of Holand; and 
the Deputies of the Provinge of Lear 
land. The reſt are but Tor: two, three, 
or four years, * AT, 

The Council of State. executes the 
Reſolutign of the States-General ;, conr 
ſulrs agd' propoſes ro them the moſt 
expedient ways of raiſing Troops, and 
levying Monics,, as well as. the prox 
portions of both, which: they conceive 
neceſſary in all Conjuntturgs. and Rev 
volutions 'of rhe” State : Superintends 
the Wilice, the Fortifications, the Cans 
tributions our. of -Enemics Coungry, 
the forms and diſpoſal of all Talsparts, 
and the Afﬀairs,, Revenues, and | Go- 
vernment ,of , all places conquered 
fince rhe Union ; which, being gain'd 
by rhe common Arms of this State, dev 
pend upon the Statos-General, and not 
ypon any particular Province. 

Towards the.cnd of eyery year, this 
Council forms a ſtate of the ;Expence 
they conceive will be necelfary fog the 
year enſuing - Preſents it-to the States» 

| General, 
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General , deſiring them to demand fo 
much of the States Provincial, ro be 
raiſed according .to the ufyal Propor- 
tions, Which are of 100000 Gr 
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hy (3's. = 
Gelderland —— 3612——25—00 
Halland —5$309——L——10 
Zealand — 918}——L4——0z 
Utrecht — $$$30——17—L1 
Friezeland ——11661——15——10 
Overyſſel — }5]}—0—0; 
Gromngne —— $930——1I7——iI 


This Petition, as 'tis called, is made 
to the States-General, in the Name of 
the Governour and Council of Stare, 
which is byt a continuance of the 
Forms uſed in rhe ame of their Sove- 
reigys, and ſtill by the Governors and 
Council of State in the Spaniſh Nether- 
lands : Petition fignifying barely 
asking or demanding, tho implying 
the thing demanded © to be wholly in 
the right and power of them that 
give. It was uled hy the firſt Counts 
only upon extraordinary Occaſions, anc 
Neceſlities; bur in "the time of the 
Houſes of Burgundy and Auſtria, grew 
to be 2 thing of Courke, and Annual, 

- ca 
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as it is ſtill in rhe Spaniſh Provinces. 

The Council of State diſpoſts. of 
all Sums of Money deſtin'd for all ex- 
rraordinary Afﬀairs, and expedites the 
Orders for the whole Expence of the 
State, upon the Reſolutions firſt taken, 
in the main, by the States-General. 
The Orders muſt be Signed by Three 
Deputies of ſeveral Provinces, as well 
as = the Treaſurer-General, and rhen 
Regiſtred in the Chamber of Accounts, 
before the Receiver-General pays them, 
which is then done withour any difficul- 
ry, charge, or delay. 

Every Province raifes what Monies 
it pleaſes, and Ey what ways or means ; 
ſends its Qveta, or ſhare, of the general 
charge, to the Receiver-General, and 
converts the reſt to the preſent” uſe, or 
reſerves-it for "the future Occaſions; of 
the Province, | 

The Chamber of Accounts was ereCt- 
cd about Sixty years ago, for the Faſe 
of the Council of State, ro Fxamine 
and ſtate all Accounts of all the ſeve- 
ral Receivers, to Control and Regiſter 
the Orders of + the Council of Stare, 
which diſpoſes of the Finances: And 
this Chamber is compoſed of two De+ 
puties from each Province , who ate 


changed every Three Yearss Bev 
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Beſides theſe Colleges, is the Coun- 
cil of the Admiralty; who, when 
the States-General, by Advice of the 
Council of State, have deſtin'd a Fleer 
of ſuch a number and force to be ſer 
out, have the abſolute Diſpoſition of 
the Marine Afﬀairs, as well in the 
Choice and Equipage of all the ſeveral 
Ships, as in iſſuing the Monies allotted 
for that Service. 

This College is ſubdivided into Five. 
of which three are in Holland, viz. 
One in Amſterdam, another at Rotter- 
dim , and the third at Fon: The 
Fourth is at Middleboureh in Zealand, 
and the Fifth at Zarlinguen in Frieze- 
land. Fach of theſe is compoſed of 
Seven Deputies, Four of thar' Pro- 
vince where the College reſides ; and 
Three named by the other Provinces. 
The Admiral, or, in his abſence, the 
Vice-Admiral, has Seſſion in all theſe 
Colleges, and preſides when he is pre- 
ſent. They take Cognizance of all 
Crimes committed ar Sea; judge all 
Pirats that are taken, and all Frauds 
or Negligences in the payment or col- 


lections of the Cuſtoms ; which are 


particularly affeQed to the Ay, 
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and appliable ta no ocher uſe. This 
Fepd being not ſufficient in times of 
Wars, is ſupplied By the States with 
whatever more is neceſſary from other 
Fonds ; but in time of Peacc,being little 
exhauſted by other conſtant Charge 
befides that of Conyoys to rheir ſeveral 
Fleexs of Merchants in all parts, The 
Remainder of this Revegue is applied 
to the Building of great Slips of 
War, and furniſhing the ſeveral Arlc- 
nals and Stores with all forts of Pro- 
vigjon, neceſſary for rhe Building and 
Rigging of more Ships than can be 
needed by the Courſe of a lang 
War. 
. vo top A the Nagwhes pop Fore of 
x Fleets, gdelignced for any Expedition 
is —_ by the ates; General 
given aut by the Council af State to 
the Admiralty; Each particular Col- 
lege. furniſhes their own. proportipn, 
which is known as well as,that of the 
ſeveral Provinces, in all Mgnies that 
are to be raiſed, Ja all which, the 
Admiral has no other ſhare or advan- 
rages, belides his bare Salary, and his 
Proportion in Prizes that are taken. 
he Captains and Supegjor Officers of 
each Squadron arc chofen þy the ſe- 
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eral Calledges ; che aumber of Men 
appanted for gvery Ship : After which, 
each Captain uſes his beſt diligence 
And” ſa to fall his number wigh the 
beſt Men he can get, and. takes the 
whole care and. charge of Yidualling 
his own Ship for the time intended 
for hae Expedicion,abd ſignify. to him 
by the Admiralty ; | and this at a cex- 
Jain rate of ſp much a Man. | And by 
the” good or ull diſcharge of his Truſt, 
as well as that of /providing .Qhiryr- 
geons Medicines, and all rhiggs neces 
iary for the Health,of the Men, each 
Caprain grows intp good or ill credir 
with the $Seamen, and, by their repart 
with the Admiralties ; Upan who 
Opinion and Eſteem, 'jhe fortune of all 
Sea-Officers depengs : So as, in all 
cher Expeditions, there appears rather 
an emnlation amopg the. particular 
Captains who ſhall. treat his Seamen 
in theſe poings, and employ. the 
Monies alloted for their Viqualling, 
20 the heſt advantage, than any little 
Knaviſh Practices, of filling their -own 
Purſes, by keeping their Men's Bellies 
empty, or forcing them go corrupted 
yawholſome Dier : Upon which, aud 
upon cleanlinels in their Ships, the 


health 
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health of many __ crowded up 
into fo little Rooms,” feem chiefly co 
depend. Se TS 

The Salarics of all the'Great Officers 
of rhis State, are very ſmall': I have 
already mentioned that of a Burgo- 
maſter's of Amſterdam'to be about 
fifty pounds ſterling a year : That of 
their Vrice-A miral (for ſince the laft 
Prince of 'Orangr's death, to the year 
16709, there had been no Admiral ) 1s 
Five hundred, and thar of the Perfroper 
of Holland Two hundred. 

The Greatneſs of this State ſeems 
much ro conſiſt in theſe Orders, how 
confuſed ſoever, and of different pie- 
ces, 'they"may ſeem : Bur more in two 
main eftes of them, which are, The 
good choice of the Officers of chief 
Truſt in the Cities, Provinces, and 
State : And the great fimplieiry and 
modeſty in the common Port or living 
of' their chiefeſt Miniſters ; without 
which,-the Abſoluteneſs of the Senares 
in each Town, and the Immenſiry of 
Taxes throughour the+ whole State , 
would never be endured by the People 
with any patience; being borh of chem 
greater than in many of 'rhoſe Govern- 
ments, which are eſteemed moſt Arbi- 
rrary 
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trary among their Neighbours. But-in 
the. Aſſemblies and Debates :of their 
Senates, every: Man's Abilities are dif- 
covered, as their Diſpoſitions are, in 
the conduct of:-their Lives and Dome- 
ſtick, among their flow-Citizens. The 
obſervation of theſe either raiſes, or 
ſuppreſles, the ctedirt of particular Men, 
bath among,the. People, and the Se- 
nates of their Towns; who, to main- 
tain. their Authority with leſs popu- 
lar.Enyy or Diſcontent, give- much ro 
the general Opinzon of the People in 
the. choice of their Magiſtrates : By 
this means it comes to pals, that,though 
perhaps: the Nation generally be nor 
wile, yet the Government is, Becauſe 
it_ is compoſed of the wiſeſt of the 
Nation; which may give it an advan- 
tage over many others, where Ability is 
of more common growth,bur of leſs nſec 
ro the Publique ; it it happens, that nei- 
ther Wiſdom nor Honeſty are the Qua- 
lities, which bring men to the manage- 
ment of State-Attairs, as they ulually 
do in this Common-wealth. 

\Beſides, though thele People, who 
are | naturally Cold and Heavy, may 
not be ingenious enough to furniſh a 
pleaſant or agreeable — 

ey 
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they want not plain :down-right Senſe 
ee, tar Te Lind 'do «their Buſineſk 
both publick and privare; which 64 
Talent very different from the orhier 4 
and I know not, whether they" ofter 
meet : For the Firit - proceeds from 
heat of rhe brain, _ ow w_ 
Spirits more ai volatile, 
the motatiet Thought lighter 
and quicker, and the range of Imagi- 
nation much greater chan'incold Heads, 
where the. Spirits are m6rc carthy:and 
dull ; Thought moves ſlpwer and hea- 
vicr, - bur thereby the impretions of it 
arc deeper, and laſt —_ One Ima- 
gination being not' fo frequently, nor 
to caſily,. effaced by another, as where 
new oncs are continually arifing. This 
makes duller Men more conſtant and 
ftcady, and quicker Men more incon- 
ftant and uncertain : whereas the greats 
eſt ability in buſineſs ſeems to be the 
ſteady purtuir of ſome one thing, till 
there is an end of it, with perperual 
GE and endeavour not to be 
iverred by every repreſentation of 
new hopes or fears of difficulty or 
danger, or of {ome better defighn. "The 
firſt of cheſe Talents curs like Razor, 
the other like a Hatcher: One has 
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thinneſs of Edg, ahd Finencſs of Metal 


Und Terftþet; but is eaſily rutn'd by aty 


Subſtatice that js Trard, and teſiſts. T'6+ 


ther has Touphnth and Weight, which 
Makes- it eiir through , of go- teep, 
'Where-ever it falls ; and rhervfore one 1s 


for Adottitment, atid t'other for Ule. 
It may be {aid further, thar the Hear 
of the Heiwrt commonly goes 


along 
with rliat of the Brain ; {6 that Paſli- 


oias are waitticr, whete Imaginations 


_ tequicker: Atidrliertare few Men, ( un- 


k ih ca of foie evident natural dt- 
fea) but have ſenſe enough to diſtin- 
putt in prof berweon right and wrong, 
berween Good and Bad, when repre- 
fented to them; and corifequently have 
Jſudginient ehongh to do their Buſineſs, 
f i be left to i Te{f, and not (wayed 
nor corrupted by forme Humour or Pat- 
ſion, by Anger or Pride, by Love or 
by Scorr, Ambition or Avarice, De- 
light or Revenge ; fo that rhe cotdnefs 
of Paſhons feelns to be rhe narural 
ground of Ability and Honeſty among 
Men, as the Government or Moderars- 
of them the great End of Philo- 
fophical and Moral Inftrutions. Thefe 
Speculations 'may pe a liccke feflen 
the common wonder, - we fhould 
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meet with in one Nation {o little ſhew 
of Patts, and of Wit, and ſo great E- 
vidence of Wiſdom and Prudence ; as 
has appeared in the Condud and Suc- 
celles of this State, for near an Hun- 
dred Years; Which needs no other Te- 
ſtimony, than rhe mighty Growth and 
Power it arrived to, from ſo weak and 

contemptible Seeds and Beginnings. 
The other Circumſtance, I mention- 
ed as an Occaſion of their Greatneſs, 
was, the ſimplicity and modeſty of their 
Magiſtrates in their way. of Living; 
which is ſo general, that I never knew 
One among them exceed the common 
frugal popular Air; And fo great, That 
of the Two chief Officers in my time, 
Vice-Admiral De Rsiter, and the Pen- 
ſioner De Wit ; ( One, generally eſteem- 
ed by Foreign Nations, as great a 
Seaman; and the other ;,--as great a 
States-man , as any of their Age, ) I 
never ſaw. the firſt in Cloaths better 
than the commoneſt Sea-Captain, nor 
with above one Man following him, 
nor in a Coach: And in his own 
Houſe, neither was the Size, Building, 
Furniture, or Entertainment, ar all cx- 
ceeding the uſe of every common 
Merchant and Tradeſman in his Town 
For 


Of their Government. Chap: NH. 


UMI 


ESEESNDS Wm 


b 


28 
— = 


s 


Ohapell,) Of thei: Goverventer't. 


For-8h&rn 10621 Whoihad 

$19:.1 grefso: —_— he (Gopero- 
mgedt, tþbi wheleriseinaud kupetice 
Hay Bemeſtique, want very; equal 
; ether comaion; Deputies or Mr 
bites 6f.che Sara; His. Habit ,graye, 
and -plain; and . lac;s--Hlis Table; 
whe. only fery'd' ryra for. his Family, 
era Friend:; His Train ( beſides Com- 
midaries: and . Clerks keps. for him in 
an Office adjoyninga bis Houle, ax the 
publique. ehatgt;/) x45 pply.onc Map 
performed all '5he Meaial Seryicy 
| his: Houſe at home ; . and. pon, bis 
Viſies of Ceremony; putting on, a;plaja 
Livery-Qloak ;| tended bis Coach, ty 
oy For; upon-other occaſions, He 
{een . uſually. in-the Sxrevrs on foot 
alone, hke the commonett Burgor 
of the Town. Nerwas this manner gf 
life aflected; or uled only by theſe par- 
ticular Men, bus: was'the general faſhi- 
on'and mode among 2ll rhe Magiſtraces 
of che--$t@e ;. For 1 (peak nor of the 
Military, Officers z , who are - reckgnd 
rheix + Servants, 20d live;in 4 different 
Garb, though geneslly ———__ $134 

in .ovher Countries... 

Lhus- his Ronpachſyl People; ho 
could not endure {he leaſh exoreva.gt 
r- 
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Power or Impoſiſns;''6r thi 
—_ any” Forevpty' Troops: ' urkitr 
_ Spaniſh Government ;/ Have "ben 
ſince nnu/ey to alt-of - thef, in the 
higheſt Degree;/ vader their own 
lar” Mag ates; : Bridled: with * hard 
Favs ; Fdrrified owith ſevere! Pxcduth 
ons; Envir68'd with- Forcigi'Forees-; 
"And oppreſt with the moſt cruel 
y ardſhip ard Variery/ of Taxes, that 
Wig ves Known uiſder any ' Govern- 
ment. - But'all this, {whilſt the way 26 
Office and Authority lies "through 
thoſe qualities ;-/which-acquire the goe- 
neral” eſtcens- of; the* People ;\ Whilſt 
ho'Man is'exempted- from the dan 
and- current of Laws; Whilſt Soldiers 
are confin'd:to Frenticr-Garriſons, (the 
Guard of Inland, or Trading: Towns 
being left v6 the Burghers themſelves;) 
And whil& 1o”prear' Riches are {cen 
ro enter. by: Publique Payments into 
are Purles, / cither to raiſe Families, 
or to feed the prodigal Expences of 
'vain, extrdvapant, and luxurious Men ; 
'Bur- a! publique Monies -are applied 


'to the Safety; Greatneſs, or Honour of 
the State, and the Magiſtrates them- 
"Riyes-bear an equal-dhare- in- all the 
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Oraxze; though intermitred wpon ; the: 


[31+ 
->The«:Aurhoriry: of rhe - Princes : of 7he 4«- 


thyriry of 


the Prin. 


untimely: dearh of tlie-laft, and infancy: 
of this preſent, Prince; Yet, as it muſt 05492: 


be ever 'acknowledged ro' have had 'a 


| molbeſſenrial part - un ithe firſt frame af, 


this Government, and in all the For- 
runes thereof, during the)whole growth 
and progreſs 'of 'the Stats;;-: So; bas it- 
cyer preſerved a very: ſtrong toot,: not 
only-' in "Six of. the © Provinces, but 
even-in_ rhe. general and popular afte- 
Rions' of the Province of: Holland in 
ſelf, whole States have for theſe laſt. 
Twenty years {o much endeavoured to 
ſuppreſs, -or exclude, is. 

This began in the Pexlon of Prince 
Wilkam of Naſſaw, at the yery birth 
of the 'Stace; And not fo much by, 
the - Quality | of being. Governour of 
Elolland -and Zealand in Charles the 
Fifth's,.and Philip the. Second's time z 
ASby the elteem of to great Wiſdom, 
G6odneſs and Courage, as excell'd-;in 
that Prince, -and ſeems to have been 
from:him derived to his whole Race, 
being, indeed, the: qualities that natu- 
rally acquire Eſteem and Authority 
among: the: People, in_all Governments. | 

404 K 2 Nor 


-. *:Northas this Nation in particutar;:{[ifice 
+ +, . the time (pethaps/1of -Crvitz;odver been 

'»  "Withour lome 
- == orhet ;5oburalways:ati Head fubotdt- 
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ad; under ſome-iFitle 


mat®t6 char Laws and Cuſtoms, and 
tithe Sovereign Power of the Stare. 
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[\J4- rhe” firſt Conſtitution of this Go- 
verniment;. aftet=the Revolt from Spain, 
Alb: the Pawer and Rights 'of 'Prince 
Wilkan of Oratge, as Governour of 
the Provitices; fexm ro haye been care- 
ply reſerved) Bur- rhoſe which re- 
mtih'd inhereatiin the Sovereign, were 
detolyed-*upon- the  Atſembly of tho 
States-General, as in rhem-remained 
the power of making Peace: aha; War, 
and all'/Forcigh Alliances, and of rai+ 
{ſing and coinimg 
Primoe,. the Command of all: Larſd and 
Sea-Forces,  as': Captain-Generab and 
 Admital, and thereby che dafpofition 

of alf Milicary. Commands ; The Power 
ofiipardoning ahe* Penalty ' of Crimcsy 
Pi claiing of Muagittares upon! the: 
netmiation of the Towns. Faxithey: 
profviited- thiree-x0;- the: Ppince:; , who 
cltRed once ous of thac inumber:; Qi: 
gindlty tho "StatesGonaal _ 
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Clap! M. Of Hie##* Got)ihiment. 

voked'Þy" the Counal" ef Scare, - where 
he Printe had che” 'premelſt | iifigenice”: 
Nor/fitice tha chitife Frave'the Sthres 
ule to reſolye atiy” tm aft" matfer 
virkeut hip advice? 15|Befides* all thiy, 


i5"thE Stares-Gerier?* "feprbſctifed rhe. 
SovereignrF/© 15.2 41d "'the Prince” of 


Gag the” Dignity? bf hiv State, b 

Igque Guards, -#ad the fhendania 
o* all*Miheary Officers;- "By "the applt> 
exfioti”of"all f Foreigt MiniſtefS/ an al 


Pr edery's t home7” B ne NR 
of . Wap and Magriflethtc of This 
Expence;” pporeed not- only by 'the 


See ig $ < hs levers] 
i. ;8 ana Tor mands,” bur - by A 


d Sover | Prin ” 
hips 4 V in! , yDrjan ant 


aj" Tho eraf pIrts of the 
en. Provinces 107 ay Privee 


Huw ed re riftver''fo , that 
would have” fare 


fighs' of introre ArbbKalyPolyer, That 
hecha®"a3 *miuch'45 3h a Prince 
would deſire in tRae'" XI (nee 


wanted oF indeed, beſes hat of Pti- 
thing Mej \ and reſt} SAR where- 
25 he" hal #keher the Fry 


the frft 
ſhould 


- Hit im6' rho ded - 


\as 


Of their Government. Chap 
ſhould lye- upoenithe; Forms of the..,Go- 
vernment ; ' and,,he- knew the-other 


could never he -fapported without, the 


conſeat of..the, People, x9. that degree 


which was Z for the. defence..of 
f- ſmall-;a againſt, ſ0- mighty 
Princes, 2s "thai gghbours.,...;-. , 
--( Upow jp oadarjons was. this 
Sjats firſt, eſtabliſks,- and by theſe Or 
FX vine rill rbe dearh/of the 
7 Prince;of.. &rayge.; When; by.,the 
great influgnce; of: the Province | f 


Holland amongſt the' reſt, che Autho- 
rity of the. Priees came to be ſbarcd 


among iny eral, Magiſtragies -.gf the 
Srate ; -.; pole: of. the Cities aſſume 
the, 57. tion - of . their: ſryerdl 
Magiſtrazes ares-Pravincial, the 
diſpoſal of all Mil Commands in 
thoſe Troops, Which.heir ſhare. was.tq 
Pay 3 Stargs-General, zh 6pm 
mand af, the Armics, by.Qf 

their ow, razeat, ſubſljcur yl 
changed ax;thai-Will, Napower, ic 
maind of hat was qnoe; con- 
demacd by zige nul Law ;', Nox any 
Perſon Port 2nd Dig- 


nity, of a,Sove - bp Both whuch 
could not iv ſenvibly jnuſeg 
| Was by 
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Chap.J-y Of, their, Government: 


by.the P opls ; ſince. no: Man in parti- 
cular A Rok " of offending, or 
would the 


refore ablolutely deſpair of 
Impunity;, himſelf, though he would 
have, do, {o; and. Men arc ge- 


nerally.. pleaſed with | the .Pomp and 
Splendor .of ;a Goyernmenr,, not only 
as it iS at» amuſement, for idle People, 
but as it .is a Mark-of the Greatnels, 
Honoux., ad. Riches, : of. their Coun- 
15 ET 4 | 

. However, theſe. Defects. were for 
near . Twenty... years. tupplied in ſome 
meaſure , ,.and. this... Frame ſupported 
by. che great Authority , and Riches of. 
the, Province, of #/ellard, .which dre\y 
pl fort of dependence. from - the other, 
Six; . and, by, the great Sufficiency, Inr 
tegrity, and Conttancy. of their chief 
Maaitter, and by the ect. of both in 
the. prolperous Succelles, of their Af 
faigs.: . Yet. having been a Conſtitution 


/ ſtrained againſt the current vein and hu- 


mour .,of che , People ;. It was always 
evident, that upon. the Growth of 
this. young. Prince , The great Vir- 
tues and. Qualities, he derived fro; 
the. Mixture, of ſuch Royal and 
lugh -Princely Blood ,.. could , not fa; 
F 4 in 
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he id," the 
Ararat 
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of 1 is a Chagiqi, 
in” time of PM Rio "th" 
chef, ar Jeaff "to fs thay- 
his Glori | ors.” IT DYOY 
"'Becaufe the” $ may br 
know ſore ing' Hs orher' Mloces. 
as. well as - ad leaſt, in'getiert.an4 
where They Her; It may” be'bBſeryed, 
That th $ of Gelder lan, 


diland. ant trecht, , agree much wt 
thoſe of ers gh *this Hates ities 
Pr vince ſed of Dep U ms 
Gm the re F Cities) 
with Kod. iffeterices;' IM # roy 
= all rh ok 6s, 'thar'have cortain 
o—Jorh' DOK ifttheProvinee, have" 
on, Len ' one Half of the 
$& tes, and 1 Deo 4 & Towns: 
other "and rug 'eerrain/ 
tons am n "are d&purcd'” to" 
& States: a Laity -"of the 
Ab, of  Gelzer, may © have” place 
\. tie” wift” arteng* a, on 
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Fa he Mar- 
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Chayi 11 Of wer Cov erumens. 
Zyabnd; At yhevelvp: ties, ' b is De- 
wr firlt Plage; and:V viee;{ih the 
= SWf-the Provinces; the Council bf 
for . Aadies of I As! 
and 7: ehaces;: he 

likewile crcatts' i Magiftrares// and 
e>iiſ6quetitly" difþoſts* the Votes, Hor 
ont$s!6f the Nobles; but alſo of Two: 
Towns,wherets thero:are mn a] but Six," 
rhit-ſehd <heit 'Depitties 'ro rhe | States, 
Mid make up"the Sovereigney-of -the! 
ProvAioe, 36 7363901 6 ,2201 404 
In Uhrerhs, beſides tl Deputies df th 
Nobles;' 4nd-Tawng/tEighr! Delegates 
of rlis Clergychave Sulien,) andabakely 
chird Member fin che States! ofi tlic Pe64 
vitice - Theſ&artekefted: gour-oflthe four! 

grearChiptevs of 'the Town, the Retfer-! 
mettts aid Revenues Whereoh! (ahough 
ancichtly Ecetchaſticab Jer dre 19 pu 
ſled by Layperdons Who ate wot off 
theth Gentſeriew of"! the Province? "5 7 
The Government of the Proviice 
of '$viecland is wholly different ftbm 
hot! of he'- Four -Provinces already 
Peneioned ;; and is* eompoſed of Four 
Muibors, Which are called, The quar- 
ref" Ofrgb 7 bomfiting of Eloyen 
Beilſages:; Gf ; eonlifting of 
wi 1 , tonliſting of 

Ten. 


z Of. their Government, Qhay, I, 
Tet. - Each Baillage compreþends @ tor- 


tain aumber of Villages; Jen, Twelve, 


Fifteen, or Twenty; iacegrding; toaheir 
ſeveral extents. , The-Fourtch Member 
codſiſts. of. the Towns'of\.the Proyipes? 


which -ace-Eleyvea in. number, 2/Fheſ! 
Four Members. have each, of them; right. 


of ſanding their Pepuriss: ro the \Frates, 
that is; [Two choſen out of . cvery; Bail 
lageand Two: ou, of exery..Town;jAnd, 
theſe iccpreſent , the Sayereignty, of, the 
Province, nd deliberate and conclude; 
ofal ; of | what; importance. ſo- 
ever. -'wichour. any. .cocourle to thole 
whoi! :thenz, oe. oþligationi-to 
know theit- Intentiqns, : which che [Der 
,/of all rhe forme Provinces,-arc 
{ bound ro, and | either muſt; fol- 
To Inſtructions. they+ bring . with 
them 49: the Afﬀembly, or know , bg 
Reſalution:: of rheix Principals before 
they conglude! of any new Afﬀair, that 
ariles.. 


dn rhe-orher Drovigces, the 'Nobles 
of the Towns chuſe the Deputies which 
compoſe the States, ; but. in Friezland 
the;-Confticurion is of quite another 
rte,.Forevery Baillage, which iscom- 

,of- a,ccrrain \exrent of Country, 
od; number of Villages, _—_ 

Ai 
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Chap. WM. . Of their Government. 


faid) is Governed by a Bailly,-whom 
in their Language they . call. Greaman, 
and this Officer' Governs - his, Circuir 
with: the aſſiſtance of a certain number 
of perſons, who are called his Afſe(- 


fors, who; together, judge of all Civil 


Cauſes; jn the: firft inſtance;:; bur with 
appeal x9: the;-Courr of Juſtice of the 
Province, i When the States are cony- 
yoked, every, Bailly aſſembles together 


All che pegſons of whar quality {dever, 
.Þho polleſs a- certain quantity of Land 


within his, Niſtric,. and theſe Men, by 
yoiges,..name the Two Depurics 


;Which each Baillape ſends ro the Aſlem- 
bly. of 5hg States. 


\ This;Aſſembly, ; as it. xepreſents the 
Sovereignty, of the Province; fo ir 
dilpoley, of all vacant charges, chuſes 


the, Ning, Deputies, who campoſle, that 


permanent College, | whigh 1s:the Coun- 
cil, of State, of the Prqyince; -And likes 
wiſe Twelve Counſellors,(that is, Thsee 
for every. Quarter) who ;compole the 
Court of Jultice of the Province;-and 
Judge of all, Civil Cauſes in: the laſt re- 
fort, bur of all Criminal from; the firſt 
inſtance, , There | being no. other Cri- 
minal JurifdjQion, but this only through 
the Provinge 3 Whereas, ..in';the Ln 
wy | Prg- 
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34 


Provinces,'- there is-fits Town which 
has it not within ' if RE jc And ſeve- 
xal;:'both Loeds; and V have the 


Of ahein Goveramicnt. Chap. N. 


High and Low Juſtice belonging! to 
1 "5 ON'W Five 10 
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Ih the Pravifice: of -Griniatye whith 
is upow the iſhme fea bfrT and; the 
EleQions of irhe Deputies! out 'of the 
Country *ave made _ (Frieehind, 'by 
perfons poſſeſt' of /{br-''ptyportions "6f 
Land ; Can -Ovonehvallt Nobles 
who are” qony's by" having Segnet- 
rial. Lands make # part of the'iStates: ' 
Fhelt throe Provitiees, -*with Wop 
phalia, and alt thoſs Countrigs-derxween 
the Wezer, the 7ſſel,- and the 'Rhyie, 
wore the” 'Sear of rhe 'aticient* Friſons, 
who, under the: name of Syxies; (Br 
ven:them;from the-weapoh they'wote, 
made like's Sithe, with the e«dgc out- 
wards, -' and "(called "in thetr Language 
8eavet) 'were-the fietee Ooliuerors'v 
our Brizifh and, being. in upot 
the defertion "of the” Rimbax” Forcts, 
es 12 
a People, whoſe!) ars,”4 
97 ark gp Mon; afterwards 
Serviradeourgier them,/* hall exhaiited 
al}:thw/begvelt Blogd. ofithew Nati6h; 
pirher iw-rligir- own," of ME MARGS 
T7 UC» 
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Chap. IN: Of #zir 'Govermeee. 
ſacoceding quarrels; and eſſed the 
Hearts and Courages of rug reſt, 

"The Biſhop of Munſter, whole Ter- 
ricories lyc' in-this Tract 'of Land, pave 
me the firſt certain evidences of thoſe 
being the Sears of our ancient - $axoms, 
which have fmce been confirmed to 
me by many things I have obſetyed in 
reading the Stories of thoſe rimes, and 
by what has been affirmed ro me upon 
enquiry of -the Friezons old Language, 
having ſtill {0 grear affinity with our 
old Engin as to.appear extily ro haye 
been rhe fame ; moſt of their words 
ſtill retaining rhe fame ſignification and 
found; © very different from the 'Lan- 
guage of the Zlland:rs; This is the 
moiſt remarkable in a little Town cal- 
led Malcrera, upon the Zuaader Sea, in 
Friezland, which is ſtill built after the 
faſhion.of the old German Villages, de- 
{cribed by Tacitws; without any uſe 
or obſervation of Lines or Angles ; but 
as if every Man had built in a common 
Field, juſt where he had a mind, © 
as a ftranger, when he goes in, muſt 
have & Gwide to find che way gut a- 


gain. | 
Upon theſe Informations, 'and: Res 


Of their Goverriment, Chap It 
marques, and the particular :account 
afterwards given me of - the Conſtitu- 
tions of the Province of : Friezland, 1o 
diflexenr from the others; [I began to 
make refleftions upon them, as the like- 


lieſt Originals of many ancient Conſti- 


tutions among us, of which, -nd others: 
can be found, and' which may ſeem” to 
have been. introduced :by the Saxons 
here, and by their long- and abſolute 
poſleſſion of that part of - the Ile, cal- 
led England, to have been {ir planted 
and rooted among; us, : as:to: haye” was 
ded ſafe, in a great meaſure, through 
the ſucceeding innundations; and con- 
queſts of the Danifh and Norman Na- 
tions. And, perhaps, there may be much 
matter found for the curious remarks 
of {ome diligent, and ſtudious Anriquas 
rics, in the compariſons of the Bailli, 
or Greetman among the Frifons, - with 
our Sheriffe; Of their Aſſeſſors, with 
our Juſtic:s of Peace : Ot their Judg- 
ing Civil Cauſes in their Diſleit, upor 
the firſt reſort, but not without appeal, 
with the courſe of our Quarter-Seſlt- 
ons : Of their chief Judicature, being, 
compoſed of Counſellors, of four 1c- 
veral Quarters, with our four-Carcuits : 
Of theſe being the common Criminal 
- ; Judicas 
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Chap! V. . Of :their: Government. ; | 
:;Judzearure: 'of/;the ' Country;:: Of-the 

-Eompolition of their States, With our 
/ Parliamenr,! atleaſt; our Houle. of Com- 


mons: in the. particulars of Twa-De- 
puties, being choſen from each Town, 
as with: us. and two from each Baillage;, 
25 from each Country here : And theſe 
laſt by Voices of all perſons, pollels'd of 
a certain quantity of Land ; And at a 
Meeting allembled by the Greetman to 
thar purpoſe-; And-theſe Depurics-ha- 
ving power to reſolve of all Matters 
without reſort to thoſe that choſe rhem, 
or knowledge of their Intentions, which 
are all Circumſtances agreeing with our 
Conſtitutions, but abſolutely dittering 
from rhole of rhe other Provinces in 
the Unired States, and from the com- 
poſition, I think, of the States, either 
now, or formerly, uled in the other 
Nations of Europe. 

To this Original, I ſuppoſe, we like-- 
wiſe owe what I have otten wondred 
at, that in England we neither {ce, 
nor find upon Record, any Lord, or 
Lordſhip, that pretends to have the 
exercile of Judicarure belong to it, 
either that. which is called High, or 
Low, Juſtice, which ems to bea Badge 
of {gme ancient Sovereignty , Though 
WC 
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Of -abeir > Govern. [Chap W. 
5.we: te :them: very frequent.among chr 
:1Neighbours, 'bothvindby (mort qriats- 


As chies;” atld under: the: maſt 


popular: 'Staves.-1) ; 


ag k | not 21005 © 
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f E Of their Lk 


"OLLAN D', © Zedlapd , Price: 
"land and Groningueh, are ſeared 
upon, the Sea, and maKkE the Strength 
and Greatneſs of this State: Theor 
three with the conquered. Towns in 
Brabant , Flanders , | and” Cleve, make 
only - the Ourworks or T:bariers © {cr- 
vin chiefly for Safe "and Defence of 
theſe.” "No Man/can 're}1*the' ſtrange 
and” .wighty Chafpes,” that may have 
been made in the Face ad Bounds 'of 
Maritime” Countries}, at” one time'or 
ie” by furious Inundarions, upon the 
"ITY concurrente” 6f 'Land-Floods; 
Winds,  ahd Tidtes;” And therefore nv6 
Man knows, whether the Province of 
Hollazd,, may nor have. been, in ſome 
paſt Apes, | all Wood, and rough tne- 
Goal Grouhd, as fore\ old Traditions 
go; and levell'd'ro whar we fee, by 
the * Seas” breaking in, and continuing 
"ng upon the Land; ſince, | recovered 
P its recels, and with the help of In- 
uſtry.” For it is. evident, that the Sea 
for ſome ſpace of years, advances con- 
1, rinually 


Of their Situation. Chap. III. | 
tinually upon-one Coaſt, retiring from 41 


the oppolitgz ul, in. another Age, | that; 
quite changes this coutle, ielding up | been 


— it hat ſerved, and { m, whar | time 
i _e yielded ef without a alog | the 
uch 


be given of contrary whid 
Bu 1 ſuppoſe, this þ great Lab the 
in a d,. When the Sea* fit the +, 


4 from the” Continent, The 
a Neck of Lande | Skens 
Clay; Whigh may | vers; 
am ſure is'no Re: 
In, on the, Fontgyry the 
Tg li prin, years , there leen, 


Englan 


was,.no fi; 10n or © emory "of | an a 
Y. red: = and that, the F ar | mand 
of all afls,. al OAFurg of i + | this'i: 


Es that. of Pollard, was | Cana 

= As It: 3, , allowing only . 
rovements © Riches, Time, and Ins | Dort 

cluftry . ; which appears by the deſcrip- does,. 

Rhoms a= Lion made in Zacitss, -both of the, limits | Might 
pred prime of the Iſle Batavia, and the nature gathe! 
ary of the Soil,as well as the Climate, with | *ais C 


azri Rata- 
ui vclut in the, yery Names, and courſe of Rivers, dange 
—_—_— ftill remaining,,.. lots, ; 


Pitur, ad Gafſcih ripam latior Of -plac/ dier verſo cognemcnts Va Qut. W 
hal m act's dicunt , mox id 5 Juoque Yocabulum mutat Meſa Ju, lecure 


ejuſque ; 217ml nfo eveanders mm Oceanun fund 'tur And - 
Cum inverity flexn Autaummi . &- erebr4: ionbribus brefels\engb uf Gm! pm , 
paluſtrem onppipmger Inſulam in faciem Stagni opplevir. having 
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Ghap, II, . Of their: Situation, 
.:Tis likely, che Changes arrived ſince 
that; Age ia theſe, Countries, may. have 
been. , made... by S$PpPa885 8roWn, in 
time,” with the rolling; © bands upon 
the mouths of ,, three, great Rivers, 
which diſmmbogued jatothe Sea through 
the Coaſts of theſs Proyinces ; Thar 1s, 
the» Rhing,.. the Moſe,.. and | the Scheld, 
The ancigat Rhine divided , where 
Skenckſcopce. now ftangs,. ingo two Ri- 
yers.; of ' which, one kept che name, 
till running near Leyaz, it fell int 

the Sea- at Catwick ; ., where are {ti 

ſeen, at low Tides, the Foundations of 
an_ancieat,, Roman Caſtle. that com- 
manded the . mouth of this River ; Bur 
this.is wholly ſtoprt up, though a grear 
Canal ſtill preſeryes, the, Name of the 
Ol ' Rhine... The Moſe , running by 
Dort. and) Rotterdam, fell, as it now: 
does, ; int; the Sea at the Briel, with 
mighty iſſues of Water ; But the Sands, 
gather'd for xhrec or four Leagues upon 
this ,\make the Hayen extreme 
dangezaus, withour . great skill of Pi- 
lots, .and uſe of Pilot-boats, that come 
gut with, eyery Tide, ro welcome and 
lecure the Ships bound for that River ; 
And it is -probable, that theſe Sands, 
having, gbitructed the free courle of 
4 the 
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Of their Sitnation, Chap. 
the River has at" tires caiiſed®' 6t> en- 
created thoſeIniitidations, otit of whifth 
fo many 1ſland$s'[haye been*recoveted, 
and of which," that*patrr of rhe”Coun- 
try is ſo mth compoſed. 7 140i Ou 
"The Scheld {erin *to have! had its 
iſſue by -Waltheris in” Zealand,” Whidli 
was an Wand in the mouth" of © that 
River, till the Inundations of thar, and 
the Moſs, ' ſ&&m+ to” have beth” Joyned 
wpether, by ſome great Helps, or Tr- 
ruptions of the" Sea; by Which, the 
whole Country - was overwhelmed, 
which now thakes that Tnland-Sea, thar 
ſeryes for, a" common paſlazg@hitween 
Filland, Zealand, Flanders,' and” Brabint \ 
TheSea,for ſome Leagues froth Z/a/and 


lyes genetdlly ' upon ſuch 'Banks''of 


Sand, as it does upon the mouth bf the 
Maze, though ſeparated by ſonferthing 
better Channels Han are found in” the 
other. "_ 71k HSM 
"" Fhat winch {ters likelieſt ro have 
been the *occafion of ſtopping up 
wholly one of thefe Rivers,” and ob- 
ſtrudting the others, 1s rhe' courſe '0 
Weſterly Winds, (which drive upon 
this Shore) being fo much moreconſtant 
and violent-than the Eaſt : For, taking 


the Seaſons; and Years, one with ano 
ther, 


UMI 


Chap:4I, Of their". Situation, 
thee,. I! \uppoſe,. there will be obſerved 
three-parts of. Weſterly for one of Ea- 
terly: Winds; Beſides, that theſe gene-: 
ally attend the calm. Froſts' and fait 
weather ;! and rhe. other the ſtormy 
and foul. And I have. had occaſion 
to make experiment of- the Sands ris 
fing and finking before a -Haven, - by 
wo Fits :of theſe contrary Winds, a+ 
bove four foot. This, I preſume, is like» 
wiſe the ' natural reaſon of ſo many 
deep. and commodious Havens found 
upon all the. Ereliſb ſide of the Channel, 
and ſo few, (or indeed none) upon rhe 
French and Dutch: An advantage ſeem- 
ing to be given us by Nature, and ne- 
yer to be equall'd by any Art, or Ex- 
pence, of our Neighbours. 

| remember no mention in ancient 
Authors of that, which is now call'd 
the Zudder-Sea; Which makes mc 
imigine, That may have been form'd 
likewiſe by ſome great Inundation, 
breaking -in between the Teſſel-Iflands, 
and others, that lye ſtill in a line con- 
tiguous; and like the broken remain» 
ders of a continued Coaſt. This ſeems 
more iprobablc, from the great ſhallow- 
nels of that Sca, and flatnc(s of rhe 
Sands; .upon the whole extent . of 8r; 
| * From 


Of vbeir?. Sitwntion, Chap, 
from the violkut rage: of :the: /Watars 
breaking in thar way, which threaten 
the'-parts: of -North-Folland about Mer 
denklick and 'Enthaſen, and brave: it'0- 
ver 'the higheſt 'and ſtrong:{t Digues 
of the Province;-upon' every High Tide, 
and Storm at:North-weſt. . As likewiſe 
from the. 'Names of Eft and Weſt 
Friezland,” i which: ſhould have - been 
one Continent, till divided by this Sea: 
For, in. the. time! of 7acitms, no 'other 
diftin&tion | was known, - but. that of 
Greater: or ; Leſſer \.Frifons, and 


4 fone Fs %- that only from rhe meaſure ' of 
pint Majoribus Mis 


»wribuſque Friſiz vo- their numbers, or forces ; and 
cabulum, ex.-mw940 though they: were ſaid to have 


Virium Wraque Na 


tions uſque nd Ocen-« gr 


eat Lakes among them, yet 


mom Rheno pretix- that Word/: ſeems .. to import 
474; they were” of freſh: Wat , 


immenlos in ther la 


ene. Tacirkde Mor. Which: is, made yet plainer by 
Ger. | 


wntur * 


| the: Word * Ambinnt; that 
ſhews thole-Lakes to have been; inheas 
bired: round by -theſe Nations ; From 
ail this 1 ſhould gueſs, rthar; rhe more 
lojand- part of the . Zadder Sea; : was 
ene.of the: Lakes . there mention'd; bes 
tween which and >the 7eſſel/. and Wit 
Wlands,chere lay anciently a great Tradt 
of Land, (where the Sands are fhll-fo 
thatlow;-aad ſo continued, as ſeems to 
74G make 
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make yr eyident:), Bur ſings covered by 
ſame: grear irruptzons of Waters, that 
joyagd thole of rhe. Sea, and the Lake 
together, and thereby made that great 
Bay, .now called the Zydaer' Sea, by fa- 
vour - whereof the [Town of Amſterdar ' 
has grown to be. the -moſt, frequented 
Havenof the World. _ | 
Whatever it was, whether Nature or 
Accident, and upon what occaſion foe-' 
yer it. arrived, The Soil of the whole 
Province of Holland is generally flat, 
like the Sea in a calm, and looks as if 
after a long contention between Land 
at. Water, which Ir ſhould belong to, 
It had ar length been, divided berween 
them: For to conſider the great Ri- 
vers, and the ſtrange number of (Ca- 
nals that are found in this Province, 
and do. not only lead to every great 
Town, but almoſt to every Village, 
and every Farm-Houſe in the Coun- 
try; And the Infinity of Sails that 
are ſeen cyery where courling up and 
down upon them ; One would ima- 
ginc the Water to have ſhar'd with 
the Land ; and the People that live in 
Boats, to hold ſome proportion with 
thoſe that live in Houſes. And this is one 
great adyantage towards Trade, which 
L 4 5 


den having no other way 0 
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is natural to the Sittation, 'and not ro' 
be. attained in any Country, where 
there is not 'the ſame level and foft- 
nels of Soil, which makes the cutting 
of Canals ſo eafie Work, as to be ar- 
tempted almoſt by every private'Man ; 
And one Horle ſhall draw in a Boat 
more than fifry can do by Cart,wherecas 
Carriage makes a great == of rhe 
ar in all heayy Commodities: And 

y this cafie way of Travelling, an in- 
duſtrious Man loſes no time trom his 
Buſineſs, for he Writes, or- cats, or 
Sleeps, while he goes ; whereas the 
Time of Labouring or induſtrious Men, 
is the greateſt Native Commodity of 
any. Country. 

There is,, beſides, one very great 
Lake of freſh Water ſtill remaining 'in 
the midſt of this Province, by rhe name 
of 7arle Marr, Which might, as they 
{ay, be caſily drained, and would rherc- 
by make a miglity addition of Land 
to a Country, where nothing is more 
wanted ; and' receive a great quantity 
of People, in which they abound, and 
who make their Greatnets and Riches. 
Much Diſcourſe there has been abour 
ſuch an Attempt, bur the u_ of Ley- 

refre{ns 


we 
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ing their Town, or renewing the” Was 
ter -of their Canals , - but from this 
Maer, will never: conſcnt to it. On 
the” other ſide; - Amſterdam will ever 

e the opening and cleanſing of 
the 'old Channel of the Rhine, which, 
they ſay, might eaſily be compatled, 
and by which, the. Town of ' Leyden 
would 'grow Maritime, and ſhare a 
great part of- the: Trade now engrot- 
ied by Amſterdam. There is in North- 
Holland an Eſſay already made, art the 
poſſibility of draining theſe great 
Lakes, by one, of about two Leagues 
broad, having been -made firm Land, 
withih this Forty Years ; This makes 
that part of the Country called the 
Bemſter, being now the richeſt Soil of 
the: Province, lying upon a dead flat, 
divided with Canals, and the ways 
through it diſtinguiſh'd with ranges of 
Trees, which make the plealanceſt 
Summer-Landichip of any Country I 
have ſeen, of that forr. 

Another advantage of their Situa» 
tion of Trade, is made by thoſe Two 
great Rivers. of the Rhine and Meſe, 
reaching up, and Navigablc, ſo mighty 
a lengrh, into fo rich and pepulous 
Countries of the Higher and Lower 
Germany, 
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Garwiany ; Which: as it brings down all 
the! Commoditits . ffom thoſe parts to 
the} Magazines in. HJa{esd, that vent 
chem by: their .Shipping/into all, pants 
of: the World, where: the Market calls 
for them; ſo, with ſomething more. La+ 
bourand Time, -it:;revurns all the 'Mer- 
chandizes: of other - parts, into. thoſe 
Countries, that are feared uyon |thele 
Streams. For their. commodious, Seat, as 
to the Trade of; the. pris Or 4-4 
tique, Or an of. the Ocean, .l 
Ee tha bayc of moſt parts 
of: England; and' they muſt crrtainly 
yield | to many we palleſs, if we had 
other equal Circumſtances to ;yalue 
them. 

\ The Lowneſs . and. Flatne(s of their 
Lands, makes in a great meaſure the 
Richneſs of their Soil ,- that is eaſily 
overflowed every Winter , fo as. the 
whole Country, at that ſcalon, ſeems 
tolic under Watcr, which, in Spring, is 
driven out again by Mills. Bur that 
which mends the Earth, ſpoils the Air, 
which would be all Fog and Milt, if 
it wcre.not clear'd by. the ſharpneſs of 
their Froſts , which never fail with eve- 
ry Eaſt Wind for about four Months 
of the year, and are much figrcer than 
in 
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in the {ame "Latitude with us, -becauſc 
that Wind comes to them over a mighty 
length of dry continent ; bur-is moiſt- 
ned by the Vapours, or foftned by the 
warmth-of the Seas motion, ' before it 
reaches us. 

And this is the greateſt diſadvantage 
of Trade they: receive from their Si- 
ruation', though . neceſlary- ro their 
Health ; becaule many times their Ha- 
vens are all 'jhut up for two'or three 
Months with Ice, when - ours are open 
and free. 

The fierce ſharpneſs of theſe Winds 
makes the changes of their Weather 
and Seaſons: more violent and. furpri- 
ſing, than in any place I know; fo as 
a warm faint Air turns in a night to 
a ſharp Froſt, with the Wind coming 
into the North-Eaſt ; And the contrary 
with another change of Wind. The 
Spring 1s much ſhorter, and lels agrec- 
able, than with us; the Winter much 
colder, and ſome parts of the Summer 
much hotter ; and I have known more 
than once, the violence of one give 
way to that of the other, like the cold 
Fir of an Agueto the hot, without any 
good temper berween. 

The flatneſs of their Land expoles 

it 
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it to-the. danger of the: Sea, and for» 
ces them to infinite Charge. inthe con» 
finual Fences and Repairs of their Banks 
ro oppoſe it; Which employ” yearly 
more Men, *than all the. Corn: of the 
Province of Holland could - maintain, 
(as one - of their chief Miniſters has 
told me.) They have lately found the 
common Seaweed to be the beſt Ma- 
terial for theſe Digues, - which faſtens 
with a thin mixture of Earth, yields 
a little to 'the force of the Sea, and 
returns when the Waves give back : 
Whether, they are thereby the ſafer 
againſt Warer, as, they ſay, Houſes that 
ſhake. are: againſt Wind; or whether, 
as pious Naturaliſts obſerve, all things 
carry about them that which ſerves 
for a Remedy againit the miſchief rhey 
do in the World. 

The extreme moiſture of the Air, 1 
take ro. be the occaſion of the great 
nzatnel(s in their Houles, - and clcan- 
lineſs in their Towns. For withour 
the help of rhoſe Cuſtoms, their 
Country would not be habitable by 
ſuch crowds of People, but the Air 
would corrupt upon every hor ſcaſon, 
and expoſe the Inhabitants _ ro general 
end intcfious Diſcaſgs ; Which they 
; hardly 
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hardly eſcape three Summers together, 
eſpecially about Leyden, where the Wa- 
ters are not fo eaſily renewed, and for 
this reaſon,. I.{uppole, it is, that Leiden 
is found to be the neateſt and cleanlieſt 
kepr, of all their Towns. 

The ſame. moiſture of Air makes all 
Metals apt to ruſt, and Wood to 
mould ; which forces them, by continu- 
al pains-'of rubbing and-feouring; ro 
{eek a Prevention, or Cure: Fhis/makes 
che brightne(Fand-eleanneſs that ſeems 
aftced'in their Houſes, and is call d'na- 
tural ro'rhem,* by people who 'think no 
further. "$6 rhe deepnel(s* bf their Soil, 
and weriieſs 6f* Seatons, which would 
render it  unpaſſable, forces them, not 
only to exaAnels of Paving in theit 
Streets, but*to rhe expence of fo long 
Cawſies between many of rheir” Towns, 
and in their Fhgh-ways. As indeed,moſt 
Nationat Cuſtoms are the Effect of fome 
unſeen;0or finobſtryed, natural Caules, 
or Neceſlities.'-” 
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Of . their; People and Diſpofitions. 


"THE People of. Holland, may be 
-.. divided. jato theſe {everal Claſſes: 
Clowns, or :Boors,: (- as..they call 

them, ) who cultivate the Land. [The 

Mariners - or - Schippers, , who ſupply 

their Ships; and Inland-Boats,' The Mer- 


chants-or Traders,who fill their Towns. 


The - Remwtepers,, or Men that. live ,in 
all their chief Cities upon, the Rents 
or-Integelſt, of Eſtates formerly acquired 
in their Families :- And the:Gentlemen, 
and Qtfficers of their Armies. 
The-firlt are a race of People diligent 
rather. than laborioys ; dull>and,, tlow 
of Underſtanding, and {o not dealt 
with by haſty words, but managed ca- 
ſily by ſoft and fair; and yielding to 
plain Reaſon, if you give them time 
to underſtand it. In the Country 
and Villages, not too near the great 
Towns, they ſeem plain and honeſt, 
and content with their own ; ſo that 
if 
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in bounty, ive them a Shifting 
-i jou gies —— hes 


ou, the reſt again ; if y you bid them 
ets; © rhey -know not what | you 


incan; #1d ſdmetimies ask, if you 'are a 
Foot.” They 'know no other ' Good, 
+ut'' the * F- ef what Nature re- 


uites;\'a the common increaſe 'of 
- Feed moſt upon Herbs, 

| and 'Milks} and by rhat means, 
(e/ frmes thieit Strength, nor 
'ro the-Size; or 


of pies.” | 

Are. plain, bur much 
; whether from the F- 

Aba bye in; '/ or frort'”rheir 


Levy Which is gerierally Fiſh, and 
Crt "and beaker than char of the 


- "They ly, and-Ml-Man- 
herd; which 7 ben Ir -Pride; 
bit, Ybdicve; is learrit; as all Manners 


are, by the converſation we uſe; Now 


theirs lying only among one another; or 
with - Winds and Waves, which-atc 
not / mov'd 'or wrought uport by any 
Language, or ' Obſervance ; or -ro Be 
dealt with, bur” by"Pains, and by: Pa- 
rience 3 Theſe, are all: rhe ' Quithties 
their Marinets- have learnt ; theit”Vh- 


lour 
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| lour is Paſſive rather. than Adive ; Fix 
thejr Lapguag &” more; 
"Mikes is > I er ro their Br 
NE 
Wy "5 Meichants.. and Tradebch, 
;both. the -greater. and... Mech anick., 
ving; in-, Towns that, are # great, re- 


fort, . both by Stxangers; and Paſlengers 
of their. own, _T ey Mergurial , 


(Nn being ſharp Mw Fo 
And.,Converlation Guries, ) 
;they c/axp not very, inventive, which | 
.the gitt.of warmer, Heads: yet ater Tor 
great in imitation, and, Jo far, gany 
-timgsS,:25 goes beydud..che..Qrigiuals : 
"Of rwighzy Indufſiy,. and, conſtant, 
;Plicazion, to the,, Ends , they 
They, maks uſe, of 
-NAl a their Wir,,2o. rake a yas: 
en, ww s lenorance 'A 
Faly, "he Hy great. Ex- 
SATA where t 1 isjn_ their own 
In other Points, where they 
dank Men that underſtand like 


FS th and.are under the reach. of 


Jiltes and Lays, they. are the. plain- 
and beſt dealers , in., che . World; 


"Which ſcems,; pot,.co, grow. {o much 
from a Principle of Conſcicnce., . or 
rated as from, a Cuſtom or Habic 
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introduced by the neceſſity of Trade 
among them, which depends as much 
upon Common Honeſty, as War does 
_ Diſcipline; and without which, 
all would break up, Merchants would 
turn Pedlars, and Soldiers Thieves. 
Thoſe Families which live upon 
their Patrimonial Eſtates in all the 
cat Cities, are a People differently 
bred, and manner'd from the Traders, 
though like them in the modeſty of 
Garb and Habit, and the Parſimony 
of living. Their Youth are generally 
bred up at Schools, and at the Uni- 
yerlities of Leyden or Utrecht, in the 
common Studies of Human Learning, 
bur chiefly of che Civil Law, which 
is that of their Country, at leaſt as 
far as it is ſo in France and Spain. 
(For, as much as I underſtand of 
thoſe Countries) no Deciſions or De- 
crees of the Civil Law, nor Conlſti- 
rutions of the Roman Emperors, have 
the force or current of Law among 
them, .as is commonly believed , bur 
only the force of Realons when al- 
ledged before their Courts of Judica- 
ture, as far as the Authority of Men 
elleemed wiſe, paſles for Reaſon: But 
the ancient Cuſtoms of thoſe ſeveral 
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Countrics, and the Ordonnances of their 
Kings and Princes, conſented to by the 
Eftates, or it France verifred by Parlia- 
ments, have only the ſtrength and Au- 
thoriry of Law among them. ) 

Where thefe Famithes are rich, their 
Youths, after the courſe of their Stu- 
dies at home, travel for ſome years, as 
the Sons of 'our Gentry ule to do ; but 
their Journies are chiefly into England 
and France, not mach into 7aly, fel- 
domer into Spain, nor often itito the 
more Northern Countries , unleſs in 
company of train of their publick 
Miniſters. The chief end of their 
Breeding, is, tro make them fit for rhe 
Service'of their Country in the Magi- 
{tracy of their Towns, their Provin- 
ces, and rheir State. And of thefekind 
of Men are the Civil Officers of this 
Government generally compoſed , be- 
ing deſcended of Families, who ' have 
many times been conſtantly in the Ma- 
giltracy of their Native Towns for 
many Years, and ſome for everal 
Ages. 

Such were moſt or all of the chict 
Miniſters,-and rhe perſons that compo- 
{ed their chief Councils, in the time 


of 'my Reſidence among them, and nor 
| Men 
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Men of mean or Mechanick Trades, as it 
is commonly received among Foreign- 
ers, and makes the ſubje&t of Comical 
Jeſts upon their Government. This 
does not exclude many Merchants, or 
Traders in groſs, from being often ſeen 
in the Offices of their Cities, and 
ſometimes deputed to their States ; Nor 
ſeveral of their States, from turning 
their Stocks in the management of 
ſome very beneficial Trade by Ser- 
yants, and Houſes maintained to that 
purpoſe. Burt the generality of the 
States and Magilſtrates are of rhe other 
ſort ; Their Eſtates conſiſting in the 
Penſions of their Publick Charges, in 
the rents of Lands, or Intereſt of 
Money upon the Caztores, or in Actions 
of the Eaſt-India Company, or in Shares 
upon the Adventures of great Trading- 
Merchants. 

Nor do theſe Families, habituated as 
it were to the Magiſtracy of their 
Towns and Provinces, uſuaily arrive 
at great or exceſſive. Riches; The Sa- 
laries of Publick Employments ard 
Jatereft being low, but rhe Reyenue of 
Lands being yer very much lower, 
and ſeldom excceding the profit of Two 
in the Hundred. They content them- 
M 2 (e:ves 
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ſclyes with the honour of being uſeful 
to the Publick, with the eſteem of 
their Cities or their Country, and with 
the caſe of their Fortunes ; which fſel- 
dom fails, by the frugality of their li- 
ving, grown univerſal by being (I ſup- 
poſe) at firſt neceſſary, bur tince ho- 
nourable, among them. 


The mighty growth. and exceſs of. 
Riches is ſeen among the Merchantsand 


Traders, whoſe application lyes whol- 
ly that way, and who are the betrer 
content to have fo little ſhare in the 
Government, deſiring only ſecurity in 
what. they poſſcls; Troubled with no 
cares þur thole of their Fortunes, and 
the management of their Trades, and 
rurning the reſt of their time and 
thought ro the divertiſement of their 
lives. Yetthele, when they attain great 
wealth, chule ro breed up their Sonsin 
che way, and Marry their Daughters 
into the Families of thoſe others moſt 
gencrally credited in their Towns, and 
veried in their Magiſtracies; And there+ 
by introduce their Families into the way 
of Government and Honour, which con- 
{iits not here in Titles, but. in Publick 

E.mployments. 
he next Rank among them, is that 
bs Ol 
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of their Gentlemen or Nobles, who,in the 
Province of ZZolland, (to which I chiefly 
confine theſe Obſervations, ) are very 
few, moſt of rhe Families having been 
extinguiſhed in the long Wars with 
Spain. Bur thoſe that remain, are in 
a manner all employ'd in the Military 
or Civil Charges of the Province or 
Srate. Thele are, in rheir Cuſtoms, and 


| Manners, and way of living, a-good 
deal different from the reſt of the Peo- 


le; and having been bred much a- 
hand, rather atte&t the Garb of their 


'Neighbour-Courts, than the Popular 


Air of their own Country. They va- 
lue themſelves more upon their No» 
bility, chan Men do in other Coun» 
trys, Where 'tis more common ; and 
would think themſelves utterly diſho-' 
noured by the Marriage of one - that 
were not of their Rank, though ir 
were to make up the broken Fortune 
of a Noble Family, by the Wealth of 
a Plebean. They ſtrive to imitate the 
French in their Meen, their Cloaths, 
their way of Talk, of Eating, of Gal-' 
mind, ſomerhing worſe than they would! 
be, by afteCing ro be betrer than they 


need ; making fomerimes- but ill Copies, * 
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whereas they might be good Origi- 
nals, by refining or improving the 
Cuſtoms and Virtues proper to their 
own Country and Climate. They are 
otherwiſe an Honeſt, Well-natur'd, 
Friendly, and Gentlemanly ſort of 
Men, and acquit themſelves generally 
with Honour and Merit, where their 
Country employs them. 

The Officers of their Armies live 
afcer the. Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the 
Gentlemen ; And {o do many Sons of 
the rich Merchants, who, returning 
from travel abroad, have mote deſigns 
upon their own pleaſure, and rhe va- 
nity of appcaring, than upon the Ser+ 
vice of their Country; Or, if they 

retend to cnter into that, it is rather 
- che Army than the State. And all 
thele are generally defirous to fee a 
Court in their Country , that they 
may value themfelves at home, by the 
Qualities they have learnt abroad ; and 
make a Figure, which agrees berrer 
with their own Humour, and the man» 
ner of Courts, than with the Cuſtoms 
and Orders, that prevail in more Pg+ 
pular Governments. 

Theſe are ſome Cuſtoms, or Diſpo» 
ſitians, that ſeem to run geacrally 

through 
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through all theſe Degtees of Men ' a» 
mong them; As great Frugality, and 
order, in their Expences. Their com- 
mon Riches lie in every Man's having 
more than he ſpends; or, to ſay it 
more properly, In every Man's ſpend- 
ng leſs than he has coming in, be that 
what it will: Nor does it entcr into 
Men's heads among them, That the com- 
mon port or courſe of Expence ſhould 
equal the Revenue; and when this hap- 
pens;they think at leaſt they have liv'd 
that year to no purpoſe; And the 
train of it diſcredits a Man among 
them, - as much as any vitious or pro» 
digal Extravagance does in other Coun 
tries. This enables every Man to bear 
their extreme Taxes, and makes them 
leſs ſenſible than rhey would be in 0» 
ther places: For he that lives upon 
Two parts in Five of what he has 
coming in, if he pays Two more to 
the State, he does bur part wy what 
he ſhould have laid up, and had no 
preſent uſe for ; Whereas, he that ſpends 
yearly what he receives, if he pays but 
che Fiftieth partto the Publick, ir gocs 
from him like that which was necellary 
to buy Bread or Cloaths for hinztelf or 


his Family. | 
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This makes the Beauty and ſtrength 
of their Towns, the Commodiouſnels 
of travelling in their Country -by 
their Canals, Bridges, and Cawleys; 
the - pleaſantneſs of their Walks, and 
their Grafts in and near all their Ci- 
ties; And in ſhort, the Beauty, Con» 
venience, and ſometimes Magnificence, 
of their Publique Works, to which eve- 
ry Man pays as willingly, and takes as 
much pleaſure and vanity in them, as 
thoſe of other Countries do in the 
ſame Circumſtances, among the Paſle(- 
ſions of their Familics, or private In- 
heritance. What they can ſpare, be- 
ſides the neceſſary expence of their 
Domeſtick, the Publick Payments, 
and the common” courle of {till ens 
creaſing their Stock, is laid our in rhe 
Fabrick, Adornment, or Furniture of 
their Houſes: Things not ſo tranſitory, 
or {o prejudicial ro Health, and ro Bu- 
ſineſs, as the conſtant Excefles and 
Luxury of Tables; Nor perhaps alto: 
gether ſo vain as the extravagant Ex- 

nces of Cloths and Attendance ; Ar 


leaſt, theſe end wholly in a Man's (elf, 


and rhe ſatisfaction of his perional Hu- 
mour; whereas rhg other make not 
only the Riches of a Family, but con- 
| "T6 tributs 
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tribute much towards the publick Beau-« 
ry and Honor of a Country. | 

The order in caſting up their Ex» 
pences, is ſo great and general, rhar 
no. Man offers at any Undertaking, 
which he is not prepared for, and Ma- 
ſter of his Deſign, before he begins; 
ſo as ] have neither obſerved nor heard 
of any Building publick or private, 
that has not been fniſhed in the time 
deſigned for it. $o are their Canals, 
Cawſeys, and Bridges; ſo was their 
way from the Hague to Skeveling, a 
Work that might haye become the 
old - Romans, conſidering how ſoon it 
was diſpatch'd. The Houle at the /Zague, 
built purpoſely for caſting of Cannon, 
was miſt in one Summer, during the 
heat of the firſt Engliſh War, and look'd 
rather like a defign of Vanity in their 
Government, than Neceſſity or Ule. 
The Stadthouſe of Amſterdam has been 
lefr purpaſely to time , - without any 
limitation in the firſt Deſign, either of 
that, or of Expence; both that the 
Diligence and the Genius of ſo many 
ſucceeding Magiſtrates ſhould be em+ 
ploy in the Colletion of all things, 
chat could be eſteemed proper to en- 
creals the Beauty or Magnifcencs of 
Lnat 
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that Structure ; and perhaps a little to 


reprieve the experiment of a current 
Prediftion, That the Trade of that City 
ſhould begin to fall the ſame year the 
Stadthouſe ſhould be finiſh'd, as it did 
at Antwerp. 

Charity ſeems to be very National 
among them, though it- be regulated 
by Orders of the Country, and not 
uſually mov'd by the common Objeas 
of Compaſſion. Bur it is ſecn in the 
admirable Proviſions that are made out 
of it for all fort of Perſons rliat can 
want, or ought ro be kept, in a Go» 
vernment. Among the many and va- 
rious Hoſpitals, thatarcin every Man's 
curioſity and talk that travels their 
Country , I was affeted with none 
more than that of the aged Sea-Men 
at Enchuſyen , which is contrived, fi- 
niſhed and ordered, as if it were done 
with a kind intention of ſome well-na- 
rur'd Man, That thoſe, who had paſt 
their whole Lives in the Hardſhips and 
Incommodities of rhe Sea, ſhould find 
2 Retreat ſtor'd with all the Ealcs and 
Conveniences, that Old Age is capable 
of feeling and enjoying. And here I 

with the, only rich Man, thatIever 
law in my Life ; For one of thele old 
vea-Men 


UMI 


Chap. IV. and Diſpefitions. 


Sea-Men entertaining me a good while 
with the plain Stories of his Fifty 
years Voyages and Adventures, while 
was viewing their Hoſpital, and the 
Church adjoyning ; 1 gave him at-part- 
ing a piece of their Coin abour the 
yalye of a Crown ; He took it {mi- 
ling, and offer'd it. me again ; bur 
when I refuſed ir, he askt me, what he 
ſhould do -with Money 2 for all that 
ever they wanted, was provided for 
them at_ their Houſe, 1 left him to 
overcome his Modeſty as he could ; 
but a Servant coming after me, {avy 
him give it to a little Girl that open'd 
the Church-door, as ſhe palt by him ; 
Which made me reflect upon the fan- 
raſtick calculation of Riches and Po- 
yerty that is current in the World, by 
which a Man that wants a Mitlien, 1S 
2 Prince ; He that wants but a Groart, 
is a Beggar ; and this was a poor Man, 
that wanted nothing at all, 

In general, All Appetites and Paſſt- 
ons ſeem. to run lower and cooler 
here, than. in other Countrys where I 
havg canvers'd. Avarice may be excep» 
ted. And yet that ſhall not be 1a 
violent, where it feeds anly upon ln« 
duſtry and Parſimgny, as where it 

breaks 
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breaks out into Fraud, Rapine, and 
Oppreſſion. But Quarrels are ſeldom 
ſeen among them, unleſs in their Drink, 
Revenge rarely heard of, or Jealouſie 
known. Their Tempers are not airy 
enough for Joy, or any unuſual ſtrains 
of pleaſant Humour ; nor warm enough 
for Love. This 1s talkt of ſometimes 
among the younger Men, but as a 
thing they have heard of, rather than 
felt; and as a diſcourſe that becomes 
them; rather than afteas them. I have 
known ſome among them, that perſo- 
nated Lovers well enough ; but none 
that. I ever thought were at heart in 
Love ; Nor any of the Women, that 
ſeem'd at all to care whether they were 
ſo or no. Whether it be, that they are 
ſuch lovers of their Liberty, as not to 
bear the ſervitude of a Miſtreſs, any 
more than that of a Maſter ; Or, that 
the dulncls of their Air render them leſs 
ſuſceptible of more refined Paſſions; Or, 
that rhey are diverted from it by the 
general intention Every Man has upon 
his buſineſs, whatever it is ; { nothing 
being ſo mortal an Enemy of Love, that 
fuffers no Rival,as any bent of thought 
aqother way.) | 
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The ſame Cauſes may have had the 
ſame Effects among their Married Wo- 
men, who have the whole care and 
ablolute management of all their Do» 
melſtick ; And live with very gene- 
ral good Fame ; A certain fort of 
Chaſtity being hereditary and habitual 
among them, as Probiry- among the 
Men. 

The ſame dulneſs of. Air may dif- 
poſe them to thar ſtrange aſliduity and 
conſtant application of their Minds, 
with that perperual Study and Labour 
upon any thing they deſlign and take 
in hand. This gives them patience to 
purſue the queſt of Riches by ſo long 
Voyages and Adventures to rhe Indies, 
and by ſo long Parfimony as that of 
their whole Lives. Nay, I have ( for 
a more particular example of this Dil- 
poſition among them, ) known one Man 
chat was employ'd Four and Twenty 
years about the making and perfecting 
of a Globe, and another above Thirty 
abour the inlaying of a Table. Nor 
docs any Man know, how much may 
have © been contributed towards the 
great ' things in all kinds, both pub- 
lick and private, that have been at- 
chicved among them by this one Hu- 
mour 
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mour of neyer giving over what they 
imagine may be brought to pals, nor 
leaving one {cent to follaw another 
they meer with ; Which 1s the pro- 
perty of the lighter and more ingeni- 
ous Nations ; And the Humour of a 
Government being uſually rhe fame 
with that of the perſons that compoſe 
it, not only in this, but in all other 
points ; ſoas, where Men that govern, 
are Wiſe, Good, Steady and Juſt, the 
Government will appear fo too ; and 
the contrary, where they are other- 
wiſe. 

The ſame Qualitics in their Air 
may encline them to the Entertain- 
ments and Cuſtoms of Drinking, which 
are ſo much laid ro their charge, and, 
for ought I know, may not only be 
neceſſary to their Health, ( as they ge» 
nerally believe it,) but ro the vigour 
and improvement of their Underſtand- 
ings, in the midſt of a thick foggy 
Air, and ſo much coldneſs of Temper 
and Complexion. For though the uſe 
or excels of Drinking may deſtroy 
Men's Abilities who live in bemter Cl- 
mates, and are of warmer Conſtiru- 
tions; Wine to hot Brains being like 
Oy1 to Fire, and making the Spirits, by 
00 
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roo much lightneſs, evaporote into 
ſmoak, and perfeR aiery imaginations ; 
Or, by too much hear, rage into Fren- 
zy , or at leaſt into Humours and 
Thoughts, that have a great mixture 
of tt; Yet on the other ſide, it may 
improve Men's Parts and Abilities of 
cold Complexions, and in dull Air; and 
may be neceſſary ro thaw and move 
the frozen or unaCtive Spirits of the 
Brain ; To rowze ſleepy Thought, and 
refine groſker Imaginations , and per- 
haps ro animate the- Spirits of rhe 
Heart, as well as enliven thoſe of the 
Brain : Therefore the old Germans 
ſcem'd to have fome reaſon in thetr 
Cuſtom, not to execute any great Re- 
folutions which had not been twice 
debared, and agreed at two feveral 
Aſlembles, one in an Afternoon, 
and r'other m a Morning; Becauſe, 
they thought, their Countels might 
want Vigour when they were ſober, 
as well as Caution when they had 
drunk. 

Yer in Z/olland | have obſerved ye- 
ry few of their chief Officers or Mini- 
{ters of Stare vitious in this kind; Or, 
if they drunk much, *twas only ar et 
Feaſts, and rather ro acquit — 
than 
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than of choice or inclination ; And for 
the Merchants and Traders, with whom 
it is cuſtomary, They never do it in 
a Morning, nor till they come from 
the Exchange, where the Buſineſs of 
the Day is commonly diſpatch'd ; Nay, 
ir hardly enters into their Heads, thar 
'ris lawful to drink at all before thar 
time; but they will excuſe it, if you 
come to their Houſe, and tell you how 
ſorry they are you come ina Morning, 
when they cannot offer you to drink; 
as if at that time of day it were not 
only unlawful for them to drink them- 
ſclves, bur ſo much as for a ſtranger to 
do it within their Walls. 

The Afternoon, or, at leaſt, che Even- 
ing is given to whatever they find 
will divert them; And is no more than 
needs, conſidering how they ſpend the 
reſt of the day, in Thought, or in 
Cares; in Toils, or in Buſineſs. For 
Nature cannot hold out with conſtant 
Labour of Body, andas little with con- 
ſtant Bent, or Application, of Mind : 
Much Motion of the {ame parts of the 
Brain cither wearies and waſtes them too 
faſt for repair, or elſe ( as it were ) fires 
the wheels, and ſo ends, either in ge- 


neral decays of the Body, or Diſtracti- 
os 
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ons of = ny ( For theſe are uſu- 
ally occaſion'd. by al motions 
of Thought about hs Object ; 
whether it be about ones ſelf in ex- 
ceſles of- Pride, or about another in 
thole of "Love, or of Grief.) There- 
fore none-are {o excuſable as Men of 
much Care and Thought, or of grear 
buſineſs, ' for giving up their times of 
leifure ro any pleaſures or diverſions 
that offend no Laws, nor hurt others 
or themſelves : And this ſeems the rea- 
ſon; that, in all Civil Conſticutions, not 
only Honours, but Riches, are annex- 
ed ro the Charges of thoſe who go- 
vert, and upon whom the -Publique 
Cares are meant to be devolved ; . Not 
only, that they may not be diſtracted 
from-theſe, by rhe Cares of their own 
Domeſtique or private Intereſts ; bur, 
thar by the help of Eſteem, and of 
Riches, they may have thoſe Pleaſures 
and Diverſions in their reach, which' 
idle Men neither need -nor deſerve, 
dur which are neceſſary for the - res 
freſhmenr, or repair; of'Spirns, exhauſt- 
& with Cares, -and ' with Toil, and 
which "ſerve to ſweeten and preſerve 
thoſe Lives that would otherwiſe wear 
dut- roo- faſt, or grow too unealſis = 

10 
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the Service- of #he-Publique. _ 
The Two Characters that are left by 
the old Roman Writers, of [the ancient 
( Fab — 4g cad FR y- 
Queruntur ( Fabii "That | were ; 
Ce ff nin braveſt , among -the - Germas 
wirorym auxilie, ve- Narions, and the maſt ;abſti- 


teres illos Of tot bel- nate Loyers and Defenders of 


nk ae 66: their: Libertyz Which, made 
ors, -- Bas. exempred from all 
tus. Tacit. Flt, Tribute by the Ronaans, who 
deſir'd only Soldiers, of 'their Nation, 
to make up ſome; ;pf their Auxiliary- 
Omnium harem Bands, 48 they did in ' forma 
gentium virhute: pre. Apes: of thaſe Nations an leah 
tips Beto 1 ., thr were their Friends, and Al- 
tnſulam Rhini aur lies, The laſt diſpofition, ſcoms 
11s colunt. , Tacit. $6 have Ccominued ani 
arr and Nations] among them, evex 
fince that -xime, and never to- have 
more appeared; than in the Riſe and 
Conſtitucions -of their preſent State, 
Ir-- does not {ſeem to be {o of the Fit, 
or thar the Peaple in general can be ſaid 
now-to be Vahliamt; a quality, of old, {6 

National among-them, and which, 
cn—_ Wars _— Lore - 

; (eſpecially with the Fri20ss,) 

by the d Defences made agai 
the Spaniards, by this People, in the be- 
guuungs 
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innings of their State, ſhould ſcem to 
ye laſted long, and to have bur late- 
ly dechyed ; Thar is, fince the whole 
application of their Natives has been 
tutn'd ro Commerce and Trade, and 
the vein of their Domeſtique Lives ſo 
tfuch tro Parftmony, (by Circumſtances 
which will be the ſubje& of another 
Chapter; ) and ſince the main of all their 
Yemage 1 Sp. © of ns _ has 
compoſed, and continually ſuppli- 
ed out of their Nei ious: 
For Soldiers and charits are not 
found, by experience, ro be more in- 
compatible in their abode; than the 
—mgp" and Cuſtoms ſtem to be 
ferent, ' that render a People fir for 
Trade, and for War. The Soldier thinks 
of a ſhorr life; and a merry. The Tra- 
der thinks' upon a long, and a pain- 
ful. One intends tro make his For+« 
tunes ſuddenly by his Cotrage, by Vi- 
Qory and S # , The Cotler ſlower, 
bur ſurer, by Craft, by Treaty, and 
by Induſtry. This makes the firſt 
franc and generous, and throw away, 
ton his Pleaſures, what has been gor- 
tn in one Danger, and may either be 


alk I loft, or repaired, in the next. The 


ther wary and frugal, and loath to 
N 2 ts 
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part with ina day, what -he has been 
labouring for 2 Year, and has no hopes 
to: recover, , but by the ſame paces of 
Diligence and Time. One aims ouly 
to preſerve what he has, ; as. the fruit 
of his Father's pains ; or what he ſhall 
get, as the fruit of his own : T'other 
thinks the price of a little Blood. is 
more than. of a great deal of Sweat; 
and means to live upon other Men's 
Labours, and, poſſeſs in an hour, what 
they haye been. years in acquiring: 
. This makes ,one loye to live. under 
ſtanch Orders and Laws ; While t'o- 
ther would. hayc all depend upon Ar- 
bitrary. Power and Will. The Trader 
reckons upon growing Richer, and 
| by his account Better, the longer he 
lives ; which makes him carctul; of his 
Health, and' his Life, and. ſo apr to be 
orderly and. temperate in his Diet; 
While the Soldier is Thoughtlcls, or 
prodigal of both ; and having noi 
his Meat ready at hours , ..or: when 
he has a mind to ir, Eats full and 


grecdily, whenever he gets it; And 
perhaps difterence of Diec may make 
greater diflcrence in men's.. natural 
Courage, than is commonly Thought 
O07, 


For 


by ſho 
of thei 
the Y 
Enzlaz 
other 
ty, an 
they 2 


and t 


UMI 


UM 


Cliap. IV. and Diſpeſitions. 
' For Courage may proceed, in {ome 
meaſure, froni the remper of Air, may 
be form'd by Diſcipline, and acquir'd 
by Ule, or infus'd by Opinion ; Bur 
that which is more natural, and ſo 
more National in ſome Countrics than 
in others, ſeems to ariſe from the heat 
or ſtrength of Spirits about the Hearr, 
which may a great deal depend upon 
the meaſures and the ſubſtance of the 
Food, Men are uſed to, This made a 


| great Phyſician among us fay , He 


would make any Man a Coward with 
lx Weeks Dieting ; and Prince Mar: 


. | rice of Orange call for the Engzliſb that 


were newly come over, ap.1 had (as 
he ſaid ) rheir own Beef in thcir Bel- 
lies, for any bold and deſperate Action. 
This may be one reaſon, why the Gen- 
try, in all places of the World, arc bra- 
yer than' the Peaſantry, whole Hearts 
are depreſſed, nor only by Slavery, bur 
by ſhort and heartleſs Food, the Effect 
of their Poyerty. This is a Caule, why 
the Yeomanry and Commonalty of 
England arc generally braver than in 
other Countries, becauſs by the Plen- 
ty, and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, 


they are ſo much caſler in-their Rents. 


and their Taxes, | ani farc ſo much 
N 3 bettgy 
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better and fuller, than thoſe, of their 
rank, in any other Nation. Their 
chief, and, indeed, conſtant food, being 
of Fleſh; And among all Creatures, 
both the Birds and the Beaſts, we ſhall 
ſill find thoſe that feed upon Fleſh, ta 
'be the fieree and the bold ; and on 
the con , the fearful and faint 
hearted to feed upon Graſs, and upon 
Plants. I think, there can be pretend- 
ed but two, Exceptions to this Rule, 
which are the Cock and the Horle; 
whereas the Courage of the One, is nos 
ted no where but in England, and 
there, only. in certain Races : And for 
the Other, all the Courage we com: 
mend in them, is, the want of Fear; and 
they are obſerved to grow much fiercer, 
wheneyer by cuſtom, or neceſſity, they 
have been uſed to fleſh. | 

From all this may be infer'd, That 
not only the long Diſyſe of Arms a- 
mong the Native Aollanders, ( elpeci- 
ally at Land, and making uſe of other 
Nariong, chiefly in their Milice ; Bur, 
the Arts of Trade, as well as Peace, 
and their great Parſimony in Diet, and 
eating ſo very little Fleſh, ( which the 
common People ſeldom do above once 
® Week,) may have helpd to __ 

giv 
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much 'the ancient Valour of the Na- 
tion, at leaſt, in the Occafions of Ser- 
vice. at Land. Their Scamen are 
much better; bur not ſo good as thoſe 
of Zealand, who are generally brave; 
Which, I ſuppoſe, comes by theſe ha- 
ving upon all occafions rutn'd ſo much 
more to Privatecring, ahd Men of War 
and thoſe of Foland, being generally 
employ'd in Trading and Merchant- 
Ships; While their Men of War are 
Man'd by Mariners of all Nations, 
who are very numerous among them, 
but eſpecially, thoſe of the Eaſtland 
Coalts of Germany, Suedes, Danes, and 
Norwegians. 

*Tis odd, that Veins of Courage 
ſhould ſeem to run like Veins of good 
Earth in a Country, and yet not only 
thole of the Province of Fainavult 
among the Spaniſh, and of Gelderland 
among the United Provinces, are 
eſteemed better Soldiers than the reſt ; 
Bur the Burghers of Yalenciennes 
among the Towns of Flanders, and of 
Nimmeg#en among thole of the Lower 
Gelder, are obſeryed' to be particularly 
brave. Bur there may be firmneſs and 
conſtancy of Courage from Traditiorr, 
as well as of Belief : Nor methinks 
N 4 ſhould 
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ſhould any Man know. how to. be a 
Coward, that. is brought up with the 
Opinion, Thar all his Nation or City 
have ever been valiant. 

I can fay nothing of what is uſually 
laid to their Charge, abour their being 
Cruel, beſides, what we have fo often 
heard of their barbarous Ulage to 
ſome of our. Men in the , Eaſt-Inates, 
and what we have fo lately ſeen of 
their Savage Murther of their Pen/te- 
ner de Wit ; a Perſon that delerv'd 
another Fate, and a better return from 
his Country, after Eighteen Years ſpent 
in their Miniſtry, without any care of 
his Entertainments-or Eaſc, and a little 
of his Fortune. A Man of unwearied 
Induſtry, inflexible Conſtancy, ſound, 
clear, and deep Underſtanding, with un- 
rainted Integrity ; ſo that whenever he 
was blinde? it was by the Paſſion he 
had for that which he eſteemed the 
Good an Interett of his State. This 
Teſtimony 1s juſtly due ro him from all 
that practiicyd him;, and is the more wil- 
lingly paid, ſince there can be as little 
intcrelt to flatter, as honor to.reproach, 
the dead.. Bur this aCtion, of that People 
may be attributed: to the misfortune 


' of heir Country; ' and is ſo unlike 


the 
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the appearance of their Cuſtoms and 
Diſpolitions, living, as I ſaw them, un- 
der the Laws and Orders of a quier 
and ſettled State, and one muſt confeſs 
Mankind to be a very various Creature, 
and none to be known, that has nor 
been ſeen in his Rage, as well as his 
Drink. 

They are generally nor fo long liv'd, 
as in betrer Airs; and begin to decay 
carly, both Men and Women, eſpecially 
at Amſterdam; For, at the Hague, ( which 
is their beſt Air ) I have known two 
conſiderable Men, a good deal above 
Seventy, and one of them in very good 
Senſe and Healrh: Bur this is nor ſo 
uſual as it is in England, and in Spain. 
The Diſeaſes of rhe Climate feem to 
be chiefly rhe Gout and the Scurvy ; 
bur all hot and dry Summers bring 
ſome that arc infectious among them, 
eſpecially into Amſterdam and Leyden : 
Theſe are uſuall Fevers, that lie moſt 
in the Head, and either kill ſuddenly, 
or languiſh long before they recover. 
Plagues arc nor fo frequent, ar leaſt 
not in a degree. to be taken notice of, 
for All ſuppreſs the Talk of them as 
much as rhey can, and no diſtinction is 
made in the Regiltry of the dead, -nor 
| much 
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much in the Care and Attendance of 
the, Sick: Whether from a belief of 
Predeſtination , or elſe, a Preference 
of Trade, which is the Life of the Coun- 
try, before that of particular Meu. 
Strangers amang them are apt to.com- 
lain of the Spleen, but thoſe of the 
untry ſeldom or never : Which I 
rake to proceed from their being ever 
bulie, or caſily ſatisfied, For this ſeems 
to be the Diſeaſe of People that are 
idle, or think themſelves bur ill ente- 
rain'd, and attribute every Fit of dull 
Humour, or Imagination, to a formal 
Diſcale, which they have found this 
Name for; Whereas, ſuch Fits are in- 
cident tro all Men, at one time or other, 
from the fumes of Indigeſtion, from the 
common alterations of ſome imſcnſible 


degrees in 
® Ubi temp:ſins & cali mobilis Humor Health and 
Mutavere vias, & Jupiter humidus Auftrix, vi , ® or 
Denſat, erant que raras modo, que deuſa relaxat 1gors > 
Vertuntur ſpecies aninmrum, C& petiors motus from ſome 
Nunc alios, alies dum nubils yentu; agcbat chan ges of 
Concipiunt, hinc ille avinm concentus in agris | 
Et lee prondes, &r wyantes gutture corvi, ApPproacines 
Virg. Greg. of change 
in Winds 


and Weather, which affect the finer Spi- 
rits of the Brain, before they grow (en- 
lible ro gther parts ; / and are apt to al- 
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ter the ſhayes, or colours, of whazever 
is repreſented to us by our Imaginati- 
ons, whilſt we are {o affected. Yet this 
Effect is not fo ſtrong, but that buſineſs, 
ox Intention of Thought, commonly 
either reſiſts, or diverts it ; And thole 
whounderſtand the motions of it, ler it 
paſs, and return to themſelves. Burſuch 
as arc. idle, or kgow not from whence 
theſe Changes, ariſe, and trouble their 
Heads with Notions, or Schemes of 
neral Happineſs, or Unhappinels, in life, 
upon every {uch Fir, begin Reflections 
on the condition of their Bodies, their 
Souls, or their Fortunes; And ( as all 
things are then repreſented in the worſt 
colours) they fall into melancholy appre- 
henſions of one or other, and ſomerimes. 
of them all : Theſe make deep Imprets 
ſion in their Minds, and are not ealily 
worn out by the natural returns of 
good Humour, eſpecially, if they are 
often interrupted by the contrary; as 
happens in ſome particular Conſtitu+ 
tions, and more generally in uncertain 
Climartes, eſpecially, if improved by 
accidents of ill Health, or ul Fortune, 
Bur this is a Diſeaſe too refin'd: for this. 
Country and People, who are well, 
when they are not ill; and pleasd, 
| when 
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- when they are nor troubled ; are con” 
tenr, becauſe they think little of it: and 
ſeek their Happineſs in the common 
Eaſe and Commodities of Life, or the 
encreaſe of Riches ; not amuſing them- 
ſelves with the more {ſpeculative Con- 
trivance of Paſſion, or Refinements of 
Pleaſure. 

To conclude this Chapter : Holland 
is a Country, where the Earth is better 
than the Air, and Profit more in re- 
queſt than Honour ; Where there is 
more Senſe, than Wit; More good Na- 
rure, than good Humor; And more 
Wealth than Pleaſure ; Where a Man 
would chuſe rather to Travel, than to 
Live ; Shall find more things to ob- 
{erve, than deſire ; And more Perſons to 
eſteem, than to love. But the ſame 
Qualities and Diſpoſitions do not va- 
lue a private Man and a State, nor 
make a Converſation agreeable, and a 
Government great : Nor is it unlikely, 
that ſome very Great King might make 
bur a very ordinary private Gentleman, 
and fome very extraordinary Gentle- 
man, might be capable of making bur 
a very mean Prince, 
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Of thir RELIGION. 


Intend not here to ſpeak of Religi- 

on at all as a Divine, but. as-a mere 
Secular Man, when I oblerve the occa- 
ſions that ſcem to have eſtabliſhr it in 
the Forms, or with the Liberties, where- 
with it is now attended in the United 
Previnces. | believe, the Reformed Re- 
ligion was introduced there, as well as 
in Ezgland, and the many other Coun- 
tries where it is profeſs'd, by the ope- 
ration of .Divine Will and Provi- 
dence.; And hy the ſame, I believe the 
Roman Catholigue was continued in 
France : Where it {cemed, by the con- 
ſpiring of ſo many Accidents in the 
beginning of Charles the , Ninth's 
Reign, to be ſo near a change, And 
whoever doubts this, ſeems ro queſtion 
not only the Will, but the Power, of 
God. Nor will it at all derogate from 
the Honour of a Religion, to havg 
been planted in a Country, by Secular 
means, 
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means, \ or Civil Revolutions, which 
have, fong ſince, Tucceeded to thoſe 
Miraculous Operations that made way 
for Chriſtianity in the World. *Tis 
enough, that God Alniighty infuſes be- 
lief into the Hearts of Men, or elſe, or- 
dains it tb-grow out of Religious En- 
quiries and InſtruQtions ; And that 
wherever the genetality of a Nation 
cotie by theſe means to be of a belief, 
it-is by the force of this concurrence 
introduced into the Government, and 
beeomes the eſtabliſht Religion of Thar 
Country. So was the Reformed Pro- 
fellion introduced into England, Scot» 
land, '' Sweden, Denmark, Holland, _ 
many | of Germany. So was 

Rem: 6-Fatholique reſtored in France 


and' mn Flinders ; where, notwithftanck 


ing- the-great Coneuſſions that were 
made'in = Government by the Fi#- 

is an Gwenſes, er rey were 
Eves elteemed,in ihr of thoſe, Coun» 
tries, to amount further than rhe Se- 
yemh ot Eighth part of the People, 
And" whoſoever defighns the change of 
Religion in a Coumry, or Govern 
ment, by any other means than that of 
@ general converſion” of the People, of 
the greateſt part of them, deſigns '» 
the 


throughout the Woxl 
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the Miſchicfs to a Nation, that uſe to 
uſher in, or atrend, the two eareſt Dj- 
ſtempers @f a State, Civil. War, or Ty- 


ranny ; Which arc Violence,  Opproll Fo 


on, ty, Rapine, Int px! aire EA 

ue Hagax i fag ao the milerable Effu- 
ſion of Human Blood, and the Confufi- 
on of all Laws, Orders, and 


Meu. 
”" Conſequences as theſe, I doubr, 
rear + Lo mans than the diſputed 
ons , or articu- 
lar. A + Men, whe nr 
ſince the = and general End of all 
Religion, next. to Men O Happinels here- 


Virues, 


after, is their, Happineſs here, - As ap- 
| hs Os nts of God, 
an greacel} Moral and 
GT as well 2 Divine, Preceprs,' that 


have been, given to a Nation; And by 
the pa. propoſed ro the Piety of 
the 72s, throughout the Old 'Tolta- 
ment, which were the Bleffings of this 
Life, as Health, Length of Age, number 
6f Children, Plenty, Peace, or Vi 
cory. . future Hip 
Now the way to our future j- 
nels, has "iz f lly diſpured 
, and mult be left 
at laſt, tro the Impreſſions made upon 
every 
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every Man's Belief, and Conſcience, ci- 
ther by harural, or ſupetnarural, Argu- 
merits and Means ; ' which Impreſſions 
Men may diſguiſe or diffemble, bur no 
Man can teſiſt. For Belief is no more 
in a Man's Power, than his Stature, or 
his Fearure ; And he =_ _ me, [ 
muſt change my Opinion for his, be- 
caufe *ris Fs Ac and rhe  bertrer, 
without other Arguments, that have to 
me 'the farce of Conviction, may as 
well cell me, I muſt change my Grey 
Eyes, for others like his that are Black, 
becauſe theſe are loyelier, or ' more in 
eſteem. He that tells me, I muſt in- 
form my Self; Has reaſon, if I do it 
not: | Bur if T endeayour-it all that 1 
can,, arid perhaps, more than he ever 
did, and yer till differ from him; 
And: he, that, it may be, is idle, will 
have tne ſtudy on, and 'inform my ſelf 
berrer, *atid lo to the end of my life; 
Then I cafily underſtand what he means 
by informing, which is, in ſhort, that 
I muſt dorir, rill I' come - to be of his 
Opinion: ae | 
If he, thar, perhaps, purſues hisPlea- 
ſures br Interetts, as much, or more, 
than I Yoz And allows me to have #5 
good' Senſe, as he has in all other mar- 


rers ; 
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i- | ters, tells me, I ſhould be of his Opi- 

- | nion, but that Paſhon or Intereſt 

S | blinds me; unleſs he can convince me 

O how, or where, this lies, he is bur 

© Þ} where he was, only pretends to know 

X Þ} me better than I do my ſelf, who can- 

I Þ not imagine, why I ſhould not have as 

* {| much care of my Soul, as he has of 

r, Þ} His. | 

O A manthat tells me, my Opinions are 

IS } abſurd or ridiculous, impertinent or un- 

Y | reaſonable, becauſe they differ from 

k, | His, ſcems to intend a Ouarrel inſtcad 

In Þ of a Diſpute; and calls me Fool, or 

Tr Þf Mad-man, with a little more Circum- 

i Þ ſtance; though, perhaps, I paſs for one 

I | as well in my Senſes as he, as pertinent 

T Jin talk, and as prudent in life: Yet 

1; | theſe are the common Civilities, in Re- 

U | ligious Argument, of ſufficient and | 
If | conceired Men , who talk much of , 
*5 | Right Reaſon, and mean always their 
ns fown; and make their private imagi- 
at | nation the mcaſure of geacral Truth, 
fS | But ſuch Language determines all be- 
tween us, and the Diſpute comes to 
& Fend in three words art laſt, which it 
©, {| might as well have cnded in at rſt, 
aS | That he is in the right, and I am inthe 
Wrong. | 
3; | O' The | 


\ 


UNI 


194 


PFiunt diverſe 'ret« 
publice ox eV gm 10s 
ribas, qui, quecung; 
fluxcrint, catora” ſee 
cum rYapiunt. Plar. de 
Rep. 


Of their Religion. Chap, V. 


*Fhe cother great End of Religion, 
which is our Happineſs here, has been 
generally agreed on by 'all Mankind, 
as appcars 'in the Recofds of 
all their Laws, as well as all 
their Religions, which come 
to beeftabliſh'd by the eoncur- 
rence © of Men's Cuſtoms and 
| Opinions; . though w the la- 
ter, that coucurrence may have” been 
produced by Divine 'Impretfions,or In- 
{pirations, For all agree in Teaching 
atid Commandiwg, in Planting and Im- 
proving, not only thoſe Morat Vitrtues, 
which condice to the felicity and tran- 
quiltiry of every privare Man's Lite; 
but alto thoſe Manners and Diſþofitjons 
that tend to the Peace, Ordcr, and 
vafcty of all Civil Societies and Go- 
vernments among Mcn. Nor could 
ever underſiand, how thofe, who call 
themſelves, and the World uſually calls, 


Religicus Mex, come to put ſo' great 


weight upon thoſe Points of Belief 
which Men never have agreed in, and 
ſo littic upon thofe of Virtue 'and Mo- 
rality, in which they have hardly ever 
diſagreed. Nor, why a State thould 
venture the Subycrſion of their Peace, 
and their Order, which are certain 
| Goods, 
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Goods, and fo-univarally efteemed, for 
the propagation: of auncertain ' or con- 
teſted Opinions: 

Otie of the great Cauſes of the firſt 
Rovoit-in the ZLow-Countries, appeared 
tobe, 'The Oppreſhon.of Mens Conlci- 
ences,or [Perſecution in their Liberties, 
their Eſtates andtheir Lives, upon pre- 
tence of Religion; And this at 4 time, 
when:there {eemed' to:be a confſpiriog 
Diſpoſition in- moſt (Countries of Chri- 
ttendomtoſceck the Rofarmation of fome 
abuſcs, grown-jiv the-Dodtrine and ;Diſ- 
cipline 'of :che Churchyeither by the: Ruſt 
of:rime, :by Negligence, or by:Human 
Inventians, Paſflions and Intereſts. The 
rigid oppoſition \given at Keme- to this 
general Humour; was followed by a de- 
tection:of , mighth-numbers in all thoſe 
ſeveral Countries,'wha profeſled to -re- 
form rhemlelves,according to ſuch Rules 
as they thought were: neceſlary for the 
Reformarion of the Church, [Theſe 
perlans, -. chough' they agreed in. the 
main of diſowning the. Papal Power, 
and reducing Belict from the Autho- 
rity of Tradition to That of the Scrip- 
ture; Yer they differ d much among 
themſelves in other circumſtances, elpe- 
cially of Diſcipline, according to the 

| pp Perluas 
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Perſuaſions and: -Imprefſions of :the 
Leading DoQors iu their ſeveral; Coun- 
trys. So the Reformed of France be- 
came ' univerſally" Calviniſts ; But for 
. "thoſe of Germany, though they were 
gencrally Litherans,.:yert there was 'a 
great mixture 'both--of Calviniſts and 
Apab aptiſts among'them; * '* /.; 1144.7 
The tirſt - Perſecutions of rheſe.: Re- 
formed aroſe in' Germany, ' in the time 
of Charles the Fifth; and drove- great 
numbers of them down into. the Se- 
venteen Provifices, | eſpecially Zolland 
and Brabant, where: the Priviledges of 
the Cirics were'igreater, and , the Em- 
peror's Government was leſs ſevere, as 
among the.Subjes of his own Native 
Countrys. This was the occaſion, that 
in the' year 1566. when, uponthe fill 
Infurrcction in Flanders, thoſe :of the 
: Reformed Profcflion began: to . form 
. Conliſtories, and levy Contriburiens 
-among themſelves, for ſupport of their 
" Common Cauſe ; It was relolved, upon 
, conſultation, among the Heads of them, 
that for declining all differences-amony 
- themſelves, ar' a:time of common ex 
gence, The publick Profeſſion of heir 
Party: ſhould be That of the Lutheran, 
* though with liberty and A. 0" 
| | thole 
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thoſe of different Opinions. By the 
Union of Utrecht concluded in 1579, 
ach of the Provinces was left to or- 
der the matrrer -of Religion, as they 
thought fir and moſt conducing to the 
welfare of their Province ; With this 
proviſion, that every man ſhould re- 


examined or entrapped for that caule, 


Bur in the year 1583,it was enacted by 
general agreement, That the Evangeli- 
al Religion ſhould be only profetied 
in all the Seven Provinces: Which came 
thereby ro be the cſtabliſhr Religion of 
this State, 

The Reaſons,which ſeemed to induce 
them ro this ſettlement, were many, 
and of weight ; As firſt, becauſe by rhe 
Perſecutions arrived in France, (where 
all the Reformed were Calviniſts ) mul- 
ticudes of People had retired out of 
that Kingdom into the Low-Countrys ; 
And by- the: great commerce and con- 
tinual intercourle with England, where 
the Reformation agreed much with the 
Calviniſts in point of DoQtrine, though 
more with the Lutherans in point of 
Diſcipline, Thoſe Opinions came to be 
adiced and propagated morg than any 

Q 3 oruce 
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other, .among. the people of theſe Pro- 
vinces, {o as the numbers were grown 
to be greater far in the Cities of This 
than of any other Profeſſion. Second- 
ly, the Succours and Supplies: both of 
Men and Money, by which the weak 
Beginnings of this Commonwealth were 
preſerved and fortified, came chiefly 
from Engiand, from the Proteſtants of 
France, (when their aflairs were ſuc- 
celsful ) and from the Calviniſt Princes 
of Germany, who lay ncareſt, and were 
readieſt to relieve them. In the next 
place, becaule thoſe of this Profeſlion 
teem'd rhe moſt contrary and violent 
againſt the Spaniards, who made them: 
{elves Heads of the Roman Ciholicks 
throughout Chriſtendom, and the ha- 
tred of Spain, and their Dominion was 
{o rooted in the Hearts of this People, 
that it had influence upvn them in the 
very- choice of their Religion, And 
laſtly, becauſe, by this Profetlion, all 
Rights and Juriſcittion of the Clergy 
or Hierarchy being fuppreſied, there 
was -no Eccleſiaſtical Authority left to 
riſe up and trouble or fetrer rhe Civil 
Power ; And all the Goods and Pol. 
ſelitons of Churches and Abbies were 
ſeized wholly into the hands ot the State, 

7% which 
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which-made a great encreale of thepub- 
lick Revenue, a thing the moſt ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport of their Govern- 
ment, 

There might perhaps be added one 
Reaſon more, which was particular to 
one of the Provinges: For, whereas in 
moſt, if not ail, other parts of Chriſten- 
dom, the Clergy compoled one of the 
Three Eſtates of the Country , and 
thereby ſhar'd -with the Nobles and 
Commons in their Influences upon the 
Government ; Thar Order ncver made 
any part of the Eltates in Z/o/land, nor 
had any Vote in their Aſſembly, which 
conſiſted only of rhe Nobles and the 
Cities; and this Province bearing always 
the greareſt {way in the Councils of the 
Union, was molt enclined to the ſetrle- 
ment of that Profeſſion, which gave 
leaſt pretence of Power or Juriſdiction 
tro the Clergy, and {9 agreed molt with 
their own-ancient Conititutions. 

Since this Eitabliſhment, as well as 
before, the great care of this State has 
ever been, to favour no particular or 
curious Inquiſition into the Faith or 
Religious Principles of any peaccable 
Man, who came to live uader the pro» 
tection of their Laws , and to {uffer 

O 4 nog 
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no Violence or' Oppreſſion upon any vil; 
Man's- Conlcience , whoſe Opinions fron 
broke nor our into Expreſſions or Acti- Sent 
ons of il] conſequence to the State, A Tel 
free Form of Government cither ma- don 
king way for more Freedom in Religi- ſtrai 
on; or elſe, having newly contended to nite 
far themſelves for Liberty in this point, B 
they thought it the more unreaſonable a ri 
for them ro oppreſs others. Perhaps whi 
while they were fo threat'ned and en- int 
danger'd by Forcign Armics , they of t 
thought it the more neceſſary to pro- this 
vide againſt Diſcontents within, which {ery 
can never be dangerous, where they are in t 
not grounded or fathcred upon Op- wha 
preti:on 1n point either of Religion or Con 
Liberty. Burt in thoſe two Cates, the lo, 
Flame often proves moſt violent in a niva 
State, thc more 'tis fhur up, or the cert 
longer concealed. Fam 
The Roman Catholick Religion was man 
alone excepted {rom the conimon pro- ral 
-rection of their Laws, making Men thot 
(as the States believed ) worle Subs as t| 
jeds than the reſt, by the acknowledg- the 
ment-ef a Foreign” and Superior Jiis Prol 
riſdiction; For fo muſt all Spiritual Cou 
Power needs'be , as grounded upon con! 
greater -Hopes and Fears than any = mirt 
- | Vil, 
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vil; ar leaſt, where ever the perſuaſions 
from Faith aro as ſtrong as thoſe from 
Senſe ; of which there are ſo many 
Teſtimonies recorded by the Martyr- 
doms, Penances, or Conſcientious Re- 
ſtrainrs and Seyerities, ſuffered by infi- 
nite Perſons in all ſorts of Religions. 
Beſides, this Profeſſion ſeemed till 
a retainer of the Spaxifh Government, 
which was then the great Patron of it 
in the World : Yet, tuch was the Care 
of this State to give all Men eale in 
this point, who ask no more than to 
{erve God, and ſave their own Souls, 
in their own Way and Forms; that 
what was not provided for by the 
Conſticurions of rheir Government, was 
ſo, in a very great degree, by the Con» 
nivance of their Ofticers, Who, upon 
certain conſtant Payments from eve 
Family, ſuffer the exerciſe of the Re- 
man Catholick Religion in their ſeves 
ral Juriſdictions, as free and ealie, 
though not ſo cheap, -and fo avowed, 
as the reſt. This, 1 ſ{uppole, has been 
the reaſon, that though thoſe of this 
Profellian arc very numerous in the 
Country, among the Pealants, and 
conſiderable in the Citics; and not ad- 
mirred 'ro any publick Charges; Yet 
| To, they 
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they ſeem to be a ſound piece of the 
Srate, and faſt jointed in with the reſt ; 
And have ncither given any Diſturbance 
to the Government, nor exprelt any in- 
clinations to a change, or to any Fo- 
reign Power, either upon the former 
Wars with Spain, or the latter Inya> 
ſions of the _ of Munſter. 

Of all other Religions,cvery Man en- 
joys the free Exerciſe in his own Cham- 
ber, or his own Houſe, unqueſtioned 
and uneſpied: And if the Followers of 
any Sect grow ſo numerous inany place, 
that they affet a publick Congregati- 
on, and are content to purchale a place 
of Aſſembly, ro bear the charge of a 
Paſtor or Teacher, and to pay for this 
Liberty ro the Publick; They go and 
propoſe their Deſire to rhe Magittrates 
of the place where they reſide, who in- 
form themſclves of their Opinions, and 
Manners of Worthip ; and if they find 
nothing in either, deſtructive to Civil 
Society , or prejudicial to the Conſti- 
tutions of their State, and content 
themſclves with the price that is offcr'd 
for the purchaſe of this Liberty, They 
ealily allow it ; Bur with the conditi- 
on, That once or more Commiulioners 
ſhall be appointed, who ſhall have free 
| | admiſſion 
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admiſſion at all rheir Meetings, ſhall be 
both the Obſervers and Witneſſes of 
all that is ARted or Preached among 
them, -atxd whoſe Teſtimony thall be 
received concerning any thing that 
paſſes there ro the prejudice of the 
State ; In which cafe, the Laws and 
Exccutions are as fevere as againſt any 
Civil Crimes. 

Thus the Fers have their allowed 
Synagogues in Amſterdam and Rotter- 
dam ; And in the firſt, almoſt all Secs, 
that are known among Chriſtians, have 
their publick Mecring-places ; and 
ſome whoſe Names are almoſt worn 
out in all other parts, as the Browniſts, 
Familiſts, and others: The Arminians, 
though they make a great Name among 
them, by being rather the diſtin&ion 
of a Party in the State, than a Set 
in the Church; yer are, in compariſon 
of others, but few in number, though 
conſiderable by the perſons, who are 
of the betrer quality, the more learned 
and intelligent Men, and many of them 
in the Government. The Anataptiſts 
are juſt the contrary, very numerous, 
bur in the lowcr ranks of people, Me- 
chanicks and Sea-men, and bound 
chiefly jn North-Holland. 

| The 
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Of their Religion. -Chap. V: 
- The Calviniſts make the Body of the 


people , and -are poſſeſſed. of all the 
publick Churches -in the Dominions 


_ of the State,” as well as of the only 


Miniſters or Paſtors, who are maintain- 
ed: by the Publick ;- But theſe have 
neither Lands, nor Tithes, nor any 
authorized Contributions from the peo- 
ple, bur certain Salaries from the State, 
upon whom they wholly depend : And 
though they are often very bold in 
raxing and preaching publickly againſt 
the Vices, and ſometimes the innocent 
Entertainments, of perſons moſt conſi- 
derable in the Government, as well as 
of the Vulgar; yet they. are never 
heard to centure or controul the pub- 
lick Actions or Reſolutions of the 
State : They are, in general, through- 
out the Country , pallionate Friends 
to the Intereſts of the Houle of Orange; 
And, during the intermiſhon of that 
Authority, found ways of expreſſing 
their afleCtions ro the Perſon and For- 
runes of this Prince, without offend- 
ing the State, as it was then conſtitu» 
red. They are fierce Enemies of the 


Arminian Party, whole Principles were 


thought tq lead them, in Barnevelt's 
time, towards a conjunGion, gr at leaſt 
con 


Chap. V. Of their. Religion. 
-compliance, with the. Spaniſh Religion 
and Ep Boch which, = 
Houſe of Orange,- in' the whole courſe 
of the War, endeayoured to make irt&+ 
concileable with thoſe” of the State; - 

It is hardly to be imagined, how all 
the violence and ſharpneſs, which ac- 
companies the differences of Religion 
in other Countrys , ſeems to be ap» 
;pealed: or ſoftned here, by the general 
treedom: which all men enjoy, eirher 
:by allowance or connivance ; Nor, how 
Faction and Ambition are thereby dif- 
abled- to .colour their Intereſſed. and 
Seditious Deſigns. with the 'pretences 
of Religion, which has coſt the Chri- 
Atian World fo. :much blood for theſe 
laſt Hundred and fifty years. No man 
can here- complain''of prefſure in his 
Conſcience; Of being forced to any 
publick  profetſion' of his private 
Faith ; Ot being reſtrained from his 
own ' manner of worthip in his Houſe, 
or obliged ro any other. abroad : And 
whoever asks more in point of Relt- 
g10n, Without the undiſpured evidence 
of a particular Miſſion' from Heaven, 
may be juſtly ſuſpeted, not to ask for 
God's take, bur for his own ; ſince 
pretending to Sovercignty , inſtead of 
Liberty 
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Liberty; in Qpinion, is indeed pretend- 
conkiſts chiefly in Qpinion ;- And what 
Man, ar: Patty (oever;: can: /gain; the 
common and : firns babief, of being moſt 
ipnaiatcly in{pired, . inftruced, or fa- 
xYeuted of _ 1 —__ - 
Prerogacive ing molt honour'd an 
obcy'd by Men. LY 2246 
Foe a in this Bo gens _ Man 

ivg any-r to complain of op- 

alhon ip Cankcience ;. and no Man 
ing bopes, by advancing: his Reli- 
gian,' to form a Party, - or break. in 
upey the State, the. differences:in Q- 
inion - make. none in Aﬀettians, and 

ele 4n Canyeration, where it (crves 
but: for entertainment and : variety. 
They argue without incereſt ar anger; 
They differ without enmity or ſcorn ; 
and They agree without confederacy. 
Men live together, like Citizens of the 
World, aſlociatedby the common Tics 
of 'Humanity. ,: -and by the bonds of 
Peace, under;;the impartial. proted&ion 
of indifferent . Laws , with 'equal en- 
cQuragement of all Art: and-Induſtry, 
and <qual freedom of Speculation. and 
Enquiry ; All Men cnjoying- their ima- 
ginary excellencies and acquiſitians of 


know- 


Py» N.,g, 


Chap. V. Of their Religion. 
knowledg, withas much ſafery as theit 
more real Poffeffions ang Improvements 
of Forrune. The Power of Religion a- 
mong rhem, where it is, lies in 
Man's Heart. The appearance of it. 1$ 
bur like a piece of Humaniry, by wliich 
every one fatls moſt into the comp 
or converſation of rhoft, whoſe cuftom 
and Humoyrs, whafe Talk'and paſo 
firions he likes beſt: d as in other 
places, 'tis in every Man choice with 
whom, he will cat or fadge, with whoty 
$2 to Marker, or to Court ; Jo 
eems, to be hire, with whom he wi 
Pray or go ta Church, or Aﬀeogiate 
in the Service and Worfhip of Get; 
Nor is any more 'netice taken, 'or 
more cenſure paſt, of what eyery 
one chules in reſt Cafes, than ip the 
other. | | 
I] believe the force of Commerce, 
Alliances, and Acquainrances, ſpreading 
ſo far as rhey do in ſmall Circuits, 
(ſuchas the Province of Holland) may 
contribure much to make converſation 
and all the Offices of common life, fo 
caſie, among ſo different Opinions, of 
which ſo many ſeveral perſons are of- 
ten in every Man's Eye; And no Man 
checks or takes offence at Faces, or 
Cuſtoms 


Of their - Religion, Chap. V, 
Cuſtoms, ot Ceremonies, he ſees every 
day,.as at thoſe he hears of in places 
far diſtant, and. perhaps by partial re- 
lations,. and comes to. {ce late in his 
life, and after he has long been poſ- 
Tes'd. by paſſion or prejudice. againſt 
them. However it is, Religion may 
poſt's do more good in other places, 
bur. it does leſs hurt here; And where- 
ever the inviſible Effets of it are the 

cateſt and moſt. adyantageous, I am 
| 464 the viſible are ſo in this Coun- 
try, by the continual and undiſturbed 
Civil Peace of their Government for {6 
long a courſe of years; And by {6 


mi an encreaſe. of their People, 
wherein will appear to confiſt chiefly 
the vaſt Gro of their Trade, and 
Riches, and copogucntly the Strength 


and Greatneſs of their State. 
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, read the moſt, and travel'd fars 
theſt; that, no Country can be found 
cither in this preſent Age, or upon 'Re- 
cord of any Story, where ſo vaſt a 
Trade has been managed, as in the nar- 
row compals of the Four Maritime 
Provinces of this Commonwealth: Nay, 
it is. generally eſteemed, rhar they have. 
more Shipping belongs to them, than 
there does to all the reſk of Jar: 
Yer' they have no Native - Commodi- 
ties towards'the Building.or Rigging, of 
the ſmalleſt Veſſel ;, Their Flax, Hemp, 
Pirch, Wood, and Iron, coming all from 
abroad, as Wool does for cloathing 
their Men, and Cort for feeding them.- 
Nor do I-know any thing properly of. 


TI”: evident to thoſe, who have 


Jtheir own growth, that is conſiderable 


either. for their own neceſſary uſe, or 
for Traffick with their Neighbours, 
telides Butter, Cheeſe, and: Earthen 

P Wares, 
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Wares. For Havens, they have not 
any good upon their whole "Coaſt : 
The beſt are Felverſluys, which has no 
Trade art all ; and Fluſſingue, which has 
little, in compariſon of other Towns in 
Holland: But, Amftexdam, that triumphs 
in the ſpoils of Lihon and Antwerp, 
( which before engroſt rhe greateſt 
Trade of Europe and the Inajes,) ſeems 
to be'the moſt incommodious Haven 
they have, being. ſeared upon fo fhal. 
low Waters, that ordinary Ships cannot 
come up to it without the advantage 
of Tides; Nor great ones withour 
unlading. The entrance of: the 7eſſel, 
and* pailage- oyer the Rndder-Sea, 'is 
more -dangerons than a Voyage from 
thenee to © 
and narrow Channels; to thar-itcafily 
appears, that” tis not an Haven that 
draws Trade," but "Trade that fills an 
Haven, and brings it in vogue. Nor 
has ZHelland grown rich by any Native 
Commodities, but by force of Induſtry ; 
Dy improvement and manufaQare of 
all Forcign growths ; By being the 
general Magazine of Enrepe, and fur- 
niſhing all parts with whatever the 
Market wants or invites ; And by their 
veamen, being, as they have properly 
been 


ain, lying all. in blind 


toad. a 
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Chapi'VI. Of their Trade 
been 'call'd, the common Carriers of the 


World: 

_ Bace the ground of Trade cannot 
be deduced from 

Commodiries, (as may well be conclu- 
ded from the ſurvey of Holand, which 
has” the leaſt and the worlt ; and of 
treland, . which has the moſt and the 
beſt, of both; ) it were not amiſs to 
conſider,” from what other ſource it 
may be more natyrally and certainly 
derived:t For if we talk of Induſtry, 
we are ſtill as much to ſeek, what it 


is 'thar makes people induſtrious in, 


one Country, and idle in another. I 
conceive the true original and ground 
of Trade, to be, great multitude of 


people” crowded into (mall compaſs of 
Land, whereby all'things neceſſary to 


life become dear, and*'all Men, who 
have poſſeſſions, are induced to Pars 


ſimony ; but' thoſe ; who have none, 
ate: forced to induſtry and labour, or ' 
elſe 'to want. Bodjes thar are vigorous, ' 


fall-to labour ; Such as arc-not, ſupply 
thar 'defet by ſome fort of Inventions 


of Ingenuity. Theſe Cuſtoms ariſe firſt 
frac Nec 


tion; and grow in time to be habitual 
lt'a Cotntry ; And whereyer they are 
mw P 2 fe) 


Havens, oft Native 


ity, bur-encreaſe by imitd« 
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of, the week ; I. take. to, be a 
very. plain ground of. the. lazineſs , atr 
rducd to the.P Es: For yoqes 9 
ically prefer Eaſe before. Labour, and, 
will not take. 1f, they, can, live: 


idle; though, hep, by neceſlir 


y; they, 
haye been inured 2a. it, they, canngr; 
leave it, 
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"Chap. VI. Of their 7 rade, 
Labour, than from conſtant Labour to 
Eaſe. | 
_, This account . of the Original of 
Trade, agrees with the experience of 
all Ages, and witch the Conſtitutions 
of all places, where it has moſt floy- 
riſhed in the World, as Z7yre, Carthage, 
Athens, $ yracoſe, Aerigemum, | R 3654 
Venice, Holland; and will be ſo obvi- 
ous toevery Man, that knows and con- 
ſiders the ſituation, ,the extent, and 
the nature, of all rhoſe Countries, that 
it will need no enlargement upon the 
compariſons. | 
By thele Examples, which are all of 
Commonwealths, and, by the decay, or 
diſſolution, of Trade, in the Six firſt, 
when they came to be conquered, or 
ſubje&ed "ro Arbitrary Domunions, it 
might be concluded, that there is 
ſomething, in that form of Government, 
proper and natural to Trade, in a more 
uliar manner. But the height ir ar- 
rived to at Bruges and Antwerp,. under 
their Princes, Re four or five deſcenrs 
of the Houſe of Burgundy, and two of 
Auſtris, ſhews, it. may thrive, under 
good Prinecs and Legal Monarchues, as 
well as under Free RG, Under Ar- 
bitrary and Tytafinical Power, i mull 
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Of their .Trade: Chap. VI. 
of neceſſiry decay and diſſolve ; . be- 
cauſe this empries a Country of 'Pe- 
ple, whereas the. others fill it; "This 
extinguiſhes Induſtry, whilſt Men are 
in doubt of cnjoying themſelves what 
they get, or leaving it to their Chil- 
dren ; The others encourage it, by ſc 


curing Men of both : One fills a Coun- 
-rry with Soldiers, and the other with 


Merchants ;\ Who were” never yet 
known to live. well 'together, becauſe 
they cannot truſt one another ; And as 
Trade cannot live without mutual truſt 
among. private Men ; fo it cannot grow 
ar thrive, to.any great degtee, without 
a confidence both of publick and private 
ſafery, and conſequently atruſt in the 
Government, from'an opinion of its 


 Strength,. Wiſdom, and Juſtice ; Which 


muſt be grounded either upon the Per- 
ſonal Virtues and Qualities of a Prince, 
otelfe upon; the /ConRiturions and Or- 
RR. 7 © 

"Ir appears to every Man's eye who 
hach ravelld Poland and ſerved 
the number ahd vicinity of their great 
and populous. Tarts "nd | Villages, 
with the procigious improyemghr of 
almoſt every fpor of 'ground in gli 
Gonntry, and the great miuleitudes 
4 34 $2 La 1 rt conſtencly 
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conſtantly employ'd in their Shipping 
abroad, and their Boats at home, Thar 
no other known Country in the 
World,. of -the fame extent, holds any 
proportion With this in numbers of 
People ; And if that be the great 
foundation of Trade, the beſt account 
that. can be given of theirs, will be, 
by © conſidering the Caules and Acci- 
dents, that have ſerved to force or in- 
vite ſo vaſt a confluence of People in» 
to their Country, In the firlt rank 
may be-placed, the Civil-Wars, Cala» 
mities, Perlecutions, Oppreſlions, or 
Diſcontentrs, that have been {ſo faral to 
moſt of their Neighbougs, for ſome 
time before as well as ſthce-'their State 
began. 

The Perſecutions for matter of Res» 
ligion, in Germany under Charles the 
Fifth, in France under F/enry the Se+ 
cond, and in England under Queer 
Mary, forced great numbers . of People 
aut of all. thoſe Countrys, : to ſhelter 
thenaſelves in the ſeverat Towns of the 
Seventeen Provinces, wherg,the ancicnt 
Liberties' of -the Country,::and Privi 
ledges| of the: Cities, :: had - been invics 
laxe under {o long a ſucceſſion, of. Pas 
ce8z 41d: gaye -protedtionr ra thelcopy 
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eſfed ſtrangers, who filld rhejr Cities 
Forh with People and Trade, : and rai- 
ſed Antwerp to ſuch an heigth and re- 
nown, as cantinued. till the Duke of 
A4lva's arrival in. the Low-Countrys. 
The fright of this Man, and the Or- 
ders he brought, and Armies to exe- 
cute them, began to fcatter- the Flock 
of People that for ſome time had been 
neſted there ; So as,in very few Moaths, 
above a Hundred Thouſand Families 
removed out -of the Country. Bur 
when'the Seven Provinces United, and 
began to defend themſelves with ſuc- 
cels, under the conduct -of the Prince 
of Orange, and+ the countenance of 
England and France, and: the Perlecu- 
tions for Religion began to grow ſharp 
in the Spaniſh 'Frovintes, all the Profel- 
ſors of the Reformed Religion , and 
haters of the Spaxiſh Dominion, ' retir'd 
mto the firong Cities of chis Common- 
wealth, and. gave the ſame. date to the 
growth of Trade there, and the decay 
of it at Antrerp. BL C9 (ro ugf 

The long Civil Wars, at firſt of 
France, then of Germany, and laftly-'0f 
Tap nao to — fag Fog 
p this Country, not hand 
pes pealocnted.- 25 hqod, - þuv' great 
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numbers of peaecable Men, who"came 
bere ro {eek' (for 'quiet' in their- Lives; 
and- fafcry in their Poffeffions or 
Trades ; Like thoſe Birds that upon 
the approach of a rough Winter-(ta- 
ſon,leave the Countrys where they were 
born and bred,flye away to ſome kinder 
and ſofter Climate, and neyer return 
rill che Frofts are paſt, and the Winds 
are laid at home. 

The invitation thele People had, to 
fix rather in Zolland than in many ber- 
ter Countrys, ſeems to have been, ar 
firſt, the great ſtrengrh of their Towns, 
which by their Maritime Situation, 
and the low flatneſs of their Country, 
can with their Sluces overflow all- 
ground abour them ar ſuch diftanees, 
as to become inacceſſible ra any Land- 
Forces, And this natural firength hay 
been improv'd, eſpecially at Amſterdam, 
by all the Art and Expence that could 
any ways contriduterowardsthe defence 
of the place. --© ns e's 

Next, was the Conftiration of their 
Government, by ' which, neither the 
AItiites-General, nor thePrince, have an 

yer to'1nvade'atry Man's Perſon or 

ywerty within the precints of their 
Cines. Not could'irbe fear't thar'the- 


5 pax" ' : 


*} Senars 


Of. their Trade) Chap. VI) 


Senate of any Town ſhould conſpire to 
any, ſuch violence ;. nox- if ' hey; did; 
cauld they poſlibly execyre it, having 
no Soldiers jn their pay,and;the Burgers 
only being/ employ'd in the defence of 
their Towns, and execution of all Civil 
Juſtice among them. 

Theſe Circumſtances gave ſo great a 
credit to the Bank of Amſterdam; And 
that was another invitation for People 
to-come, and lodge here what part of 
their Mangy they cauld tranſport, and 
knew no way of ſecuring at home, 
Nor did thoſe People only lodge Mo- 
neys here, who came. oyer into the 
Country ; but many more, who never 
left their own: Though they provided 
for a retreat, or. againſt a ſtorm, and 
thought no place fa ſecure as this, nor 
from whence they. might ſo calily draw 
their Moncy into any parts of the 
World. 1 

Another Circumſtance,. was, the ge- 
neral Liberty and Eaſe, not: only; in, 
point of Conſcience, but. all others 
that ſerve to the commodiouſneſs and; 
quier . of life. ;. Trery Man following 

gb 


nc 15 Fe 8 his .own- bylt, 
, 20d. Jittls } eriguiring- jato, other: 
Mens; Which, 1 ſuppoſe, hap dy 
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. ſo great a concourſe of prople of ſe» 


veral Nation, different Religions and 
Cuſtoms,as left.norhing ſtrange or new ; 
And by the general humour; beat all 


ppon Induſtry, whereas Curioſity is 


only proper ro idle Men. 
Beltdes, it has ever been the great 


| Principle of their State,running through 


all rheir Provinces and Cities, even with 
emulation, to make their Country the 
common refuge of all miſcrable Nen , 
From whoſe proteCtion, hardly any Al- 
liance, Treaties, or Intereſts, have e- 
ver been able to diyert or remove them. 
So as, during the great dependence 
this State had upon France, in the time 
of Henry the Fourth, all the Perlons diſ- 
graccd at that Court or baniſh'd thar 
Country, made this their common Re- 
treat; Nor could the State ever. be 
prevail'd with, by any inſtances of the 
French Anibaſladors, to refuſe them, the 
uſe and liberty of. common life and air, 
under the protection of their Goyern- 
menr. als * 

This firmneſs in the State, has been 
one of the circumſtances, rhat has in- 
vited ſo many unhappy Men our of all 
their Neighbourhood, and indeed from 
molt parts of Europe, tg theleer, them- 
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|lves from the blows of Juſtice, or of 
| Nor indeed does any Coun- 
try {ſeem {o pr to be made uſe of 
upon ſuch occaſions, not only in reſpeR 
of fafety, bur as a place that bolds fo 
conſtanr and eafie correſpondeticies 
with all parts of the World ; And whi- 
thet atiy Man may draw whatever Mo6- 
ney he has at his diſpoſal in any other 
place ; Where neithet Riches expoſe 
Men to danger, nor Poverty to con- 
tempt 5 Bur on rhe contrary, Whiere 
Partimony is honourable, whether it be 
nieceflary of no; and he that is forced 
by his Feet to live low, tnay here 
alone live in fathi6n, and upori equal 
rermis (in appearance abroad) with the 
chiefeſt of their Minifters, and ticheft 
of their Merchants : Nor is it cafily 
imagin'd, how great an &ffe this Con- 
fticution among rhem, may, in courſe 
of time, have had tpori the encrealt both 
of their Peopte and their Trade. 
As the Ov firſt invications of Peo- 
le . into this Country, were the 
Freingrh of their Towns, and nature 
of theit Gvvernrhetm ; So; rwo others 
Rave grow with: the courſe of time, 
and proprets' of cheir' Ricties and Po- 
Civ tlie Repuratiofr of: cir 
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Gaxerament, arfing frog the abſans. 
ation, of: the Suceals, of tha Argna, the. 


- of rhgis: Negatiations, -tho: 
Stgadigely of, theip Coundgls, py rn 
tagoy, ofichgir.Beage-and Quiatathiome,. 
angd,ths Confderation they, berobyſamnin: 


grew, to; 4 general oginion. of the: Wits 
dom. and/Cangudct gfthgr Srare 51: 04 
of;its being; eltabliſt;upon houndatipns, : 
thar; coulg. nor be. ſhaken. by, any; com: 
mon. Accidents, . nor. conſequently; ins 
danger of any. great; or ſudden Revos 

lurjons. ;. Ang; this.is a, mighty) inducer 
ment to. induſtrious;Poaple ra:comeand 
inhaþit a; Countrys. who ſcek:nor only 


| ſafery, under. Laws. from. lajuſtico and 


Oppseſfipn, buy. likewiſe - undet . the: 


| ſireagth avd gegd,:condutt.afiatState;. 


fromthe yaglenge:of korgignlavaſians, - 
or.of Civil Cammorions 2 12 
The other; is; the! greatrBeaury: of; 


tha;improvements ym 
of. Nagure ) -whichy. draws , 
ſuch numbers,of; curious. and:idle pers 
ſons, to;ſce-their Provinces, 


OS: 
ra; inhabit; them: - And-: indeed-:rheir. / 
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242 _ Of their Trade, Chip.Vi- 
than Wife ; and where few perſons 
who are'well at home,would be content 
to livez:but where none that have time 
and Money* to ſpate; would nor for 
once>be willing ro-travel:; And as Eng» 
land ſhews, in _the beauty of the Coun-- 
try/-whas-: Nature 'can arrive at; {6 
does" Holland, in thenumber, greatneſs, 
and/beaury of their Towtis,. wharevet 
Arttan bring to pals. + But theſe and 
many. other matrets ef- Speculation a- 
mong-them, filling the Obſervations of 
all common Travellets, ſhall make no 
_ of mine, whoſe deſign is rather ro 

(cover: the Cauſes of 'their Frade and 
Riches, than to relate-the EfleQs. 
Yet irmay be: nored hereupon, as a 
_ of: wiſdom in any Kingdom or 
te, bythe Magnificence of Courts, 
or of Publick Structures ; By - encou- 
wg Roan oh ate Buildings, and | 
the nt of Towns with - plea- 
ſant and plantations of ' Trees ; 
By theice on ' of -fome Noble Fe- 
ſtivals;orSolemnities'; By the inſtitu- 


ten. u8'/can- be, the concourſe of buſie 
/4 | | 
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or'idle People from rhe neighbouring 
or remoter' Nations, whoſe yery pal- 
fape and intercourle is a great enercalſc 
of Wealth and of Trade, and a ſecret 
incentive of People to inhabir a Coun- 
try, where Men may meet with equal 
advantages, and more entertainmenrs of 
life, than in other places. Such were 
the Olympick and other Games among 
the Gracians ; Such the Triumphs, 
Trophees, and Secular Plays of” old 
Rome, as well as' rhe SpeRtacles exhi- 
bited afterwards 'by the Emperors, 
with fuch ſtupendious effects of "Arr 
and Expence, for courting. or enter-. 
taining the People'; Such the Jubj« 
lees of new Rome; The Juſts and' Tour- 
naments formerly 'uſed in moſt of rhe 
Courts of Chriſtendom ; The Feſtiyals 
of the more celebrared Orders of Knight- 
hood ; And.in particular Towns, the 
Carnayals and Fairs ; the Kirmeſhes, 
which run through all rhe Cities ofthe 
Netherlands, and in fome of them, with 
a-great deal of Pageantry, as well as 
Traffiek, being equal baits of Pleafure 
aud of Gain. 

Having thus diſcover'd, what has 
laid the great Foundations of their 
Trade, by the multitude of their _m_ 
W 
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Gully, has; planted aud ab aroarend Ins 
Song chem, 2nd, £ all 


nals are 
and pr rear bl general th; 
nn, enumerate. very, briefly, ſome 
ather Cizcumſtances,'that- ſeem,, next 
to theſe, rhe chick Advancers and. En- 
couragers of Trade in their Couns 


Bo VER Intereſt, and dearneſs of Land, 
ME es of the multitude * People, 
cauſe ſo much, Money to ly ready 
for all Projets, by which gain may. be 
expetted, as the cutting. of Canals, ma» 
King Bridges: and Cawſies, levelling 
Downs, and draining. Marſhes, befides 
all.new eſſays at.Forcigu Trade, which 
are; propoſed with any. probability of 
advantage. 
,.The-uſe of their Banks, which ſecures 
Money, a and _ all. Payments eaſic, 
rade 


The. Salc: £ * Regiſtry, which was 
introduced here and in Flanders in the 
time of Charles the Fifth, and makes 
all Purchaſes ſafe. 

The Severity of Juſtice, nor only 
againſt all Thefts,, bur all Cheats, and 
Counterſeits of' any; Publick Bills, 
(99 is capital among them; ) and: 


even 


UMI 
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even againſt all common Beggars, who 
are. dilpoled of cither into Work- 
houſes, or Hoſpitals, as they are able 
or unable to labour. 

The Convoys of Merchant-Fleets in 
to all parts, even in time of Peace, but 
elpecially into the Streights ; which 
give their Trade Security againſt many 
unexpected Accidents, and their Nation 
Credit abroad, and breeds up Sea-men 
for their Ships of War. 

The lowneſs of their Cuſtoms, and 
eaſincſs of paying them, which, with 
the freedom of their Ports, invite both 
Strangers and Nativesto bring Commo- 
ditics hither, not only as. to a Market, 
bur as toa Magazine, where they lodge 
till they are invited abroad to other and 
better Markets. 

Order and Exactneſs in managing 
their Trade, which brings their Com- 
modities in Credit abroad. This was 
firſt introduced by ſevere Laws and Pe- 
nalties, but is ſince grown into Cu- 
ſtom. Thus there have been above 
Thirty ſeveral Placarts about the man- 
ner of curing, pickling, and barrelling 
Herrings, Thus all Arms made at C- 
trecht, are forfeited, if fold wichout 
mark, or marked without Trial. And I 
oblcrved 


obſerved in'thtit Iman Hoult, - that all 
the pieces of Scarlet, which ate ent in 
arquantiticsto thoſe parts; are mark- 
ed with the Engliſh Arms, and Tiiſcrip- 
tions in Engliſh; ' by which the oo 
rain the” credit 'gain'd ro that 
dity, by our formet Trade 'to w_ 
where 'tis nbw loſt or deray'd.” 

The Goverment manag'd cithet- by 
Menthat Frade, or whoſeFamili&s have 
riſen by it,or who have chemſelves Tome 
eſ goihg in other Mens Traffique, 
or, who are born and bred in Towns, 
the Soul and Being whereof confiſts 
wholly in Trade, which takes ſure of 
all far our, thar, from rifne to rims, 

ows necelfary, and can be given it 

y the Government. 

The cuſtom of every Town's affect- 
ing ſome particular Commerce or Sta- 
pte, valuing it felf thereupon, and fo 


improviog it to the greareit height, as 


Fluſſin Fat, by that of the Weff-Þrdres ; 
adlcturgh, of French-Wines; Ferveer, 
by the Scorch Staple ;  Dorr, by 
liſh Scaple and heniſh Wines. ; bys 
Fogl by rhe Engliſh and Scorch Trade 
at la ind by French Wines ; Zeydey, 
by the Matufacture of all ſorts of 


Shake, Silk, Hair, Gold and Silver ; 
Fatrs 
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Ferlem, by Linnen, Mixt-Stuffs, and 
Flowers; Delf, by Beer and Ditch- 
Purcelane ; Swdam, by the the built of 
Ships; PFnchuſsen and Mazlandſluys , 
by Herring-Fiſhing ; Frieſland, by the 
Greenland Sade ; and Amſterdam, by 
that of .the Eaſt-Tudes, Spain, and the 


Strejehts, | 
| The great Application of the whole 
Province to. the Fiſhing-Trade, upon 
the Coaſts of England and Scotland, 
which,employs an incredible number of 
Ships and Sca-men, and ſipplics moſt 
of the 'Sourhern Parts of Europe with a 
rich agd neceſſary Commodity. - 
The laſt, I ſhall, mention, is, the 
mighty advance they | haye made” to- 
wards engrolling the whole Commerce 
of the Eaſt-Indies , by- their Succelles 
againſt rhe Portngueſes, and by their 
mary. Wars and Vittodes againſt the 
Nanives , whereby they; have forced 
them ro Treaties of Commerce, ex- 
cluſive to all other Nations, and to rhe 
admiſſion of Forts ro be built upon 
Streights and Paſſes, that command the 
Entrances into the Traſhck of ſuch 
places. This has been atchicyed by 
che multitude of rheir People ahd Ma- 


riners, that has been able to farnith 
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every year ſo many puta! Ships for 
ſuch Voyages, and to ſupply the loſs of 
ſo many Laves, as the Changes of Cli- 
'mate have coſt, before they leatnp' the 
method of living in them : By the vaſt 
neſ$ of the Stock that has becn turn'd 
Wholly to thar Trade; And by the 
conduct and application of the ,Euſt- 
India Company, who have managed ir 
like a Commonwealth, rather 3 a 
"Trade; and thereby raiſed a Stare in 
the. /ndies, governed indeed by the 
Orders of the Company , but orher- 
wiſe appearing to thoſe Nations like a 
Sovercign State, making War and Peace 
with their greateſt Kings, and able to 
bring to Sea Forty or Fifty Men of 
War, and Thirty thouſand Men at Land, 
by che modeſteſt Compurations. The 
Stock of this Trade, beſides what it 
turns to in. France , Spain , Hal, the 
Streights, and' Germany, makes them to 
zecat Maſters in the Trade of the Nor- 
"thera Parts of Europe, as Muſcovy, Pc- 
land, Pomerania, and all the Baltick; 
where the Spices, that are an [ndiap 
Drug, and Ewropean Luxury, command 
all, the Commodities ..of thole Coun- 
tries, which are ſo neceſlary to Life, as 
their Corn; and to Navigation, as 
1&Y * Hemp, 
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Hemp ,, Pitch, Maſts, Planks, and 


Iron, 

Fa the. Trade of this Country is 
diſcqyered to be no effect of common 
Contrivances, of natural Diſpoſitions or 
Situation, or of trivial Accidents ; But 
of a great Concurrence of, Circum- 
ſtances, a long Courſe of Time, force 
of Orders and Method; which neyer 
before met in the World: to ſuch a de. 
gree, or with ſo prodigious a Succeſs, 
and perhaps never will again. Havin 
grown ( to ſum up all, ) from the Si- 
ruation of their Country, extended 
upon _ the: Sea, divided by two ſuch 
Rivers as the Rhyne and the Moe, 
with. the Vicinity of the Ems, Weſer, 
and Elve; From the Confluence of 


People out of Flanders, England. 


France, and G » invited by the 
Strength of their Towns, and by rhe 
Conſtitutions and Credit of their Go- 
vernment : by the Liberty of Conſci- 


ence, and Security of Life and Goods, 
( ſubjefted only ro canſtant Laws ; )-- 


From general Induſtry and Parſimony, 
occaſioned by the multicade of People, 


and  ſmallncſs. of . Country ; Fram. 
cheapneſs and eafineſs of Carriage by . 
convenience of Canals; From low Vie,” 
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the” Oblincry', "wiiich T4 
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and dearnefs of Ltd whick rurr Mo- 
to Trade; the Inſtitution of Banks; 


$5 by Repiſtry ; *Care of Cony 
Stor & OG ſtbms; Peck 
Ports; Ord je” Frade; 4ntcret"'of 
Perfons' in the Governmeiir; 'partivnlay 
Traffick at{e@tcd to arricular- places ; 
Application t to the I ag "and Acgutt- 
{itrons in the Eaft-Indies. : 
Ir is no conſtant Rule, Thar Trade, 
makes Riches" for there: may,” be 2 
Trade, tharimpoveriſhes a Nation :' A$ 
is not going bften' to Matket, thar 


enriches the Country-man ; ' but,” oh 


the conttary, if,” every cime he tofnes 
there, he byys$'ro a greater \alue than 
he ſelts, he grows rhe poorer, the oft- 

nex he gocs :* But the only and cer- 
trait) Seale of Riches, atiſin from Trade, 
in 4'Nation, = On = Propo ion Of whar 


is expo 7 ke e Conſu ioa of 
_— vhat s T2 Or their 


ſibant on kr, 
lies itt © 0 po PR - 


moay of «Fo Ad Ht in o the ome r 
of both: [A ms : 
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for Exportation. . Parſumony leſſens the 

of. their, own,” as well : as 
of. Forzign,' Commodities ; and not 
only: abares the'Importation by the laſt, 
but encreaſcs the Exportation by the 
firfti;) for, of all Native Commodities, 
the leſs is conſummed- in a Country, 
the more is exported abaoad ; rhere 
being no' Commodity, bur, at one price 
or other, will find a Market, which 
they will be Maſters 'of, - who can af- 
ford it cheapeſt; Such are always rhe 
molt induſtrious and parſmonious Peo- 
ple, who . can thrive by Prices, upon 
which the Lazy and Expenſive cannor 
live. 

The vulgar miſtake; That Importa- 
tion of Forcign Waes, if purchaſed 
abroad with Native Commodities, and 
not with-/Money, does normake a Na- 
tion poorcr, is bur what: every Man, 
that gives himſelf leiſure to think, muſt 
immediately rectific,. by finding out, 
thaty(upor the end'of an Account be- 
tween a : Nation,-/and-//all they deal 
with abroad, whaccver! the Ex 
tion. wants, in value,” to/balance that of 
the —_ portation, muſt:of neceſkicy be 

Dinh ready 'Money. 

Ry this we find She Fougdation 
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of the Riches "of Holland, "as: of theif 
Trade by the Circumſtances already re” 
hearſed. For never any Country. tra” 
ded fo much, and confumed 41o little 
They buy infinitely, bur- 'ris to {ell 
again, cither upon improvement of rhe 
Commodity, or at a better Market. 
They are the.great Maſters of the /r- 
dian Spices, 'and. of the Perſian Silks; 
/bur wear plain Woollen, and. feed up» 
on their own Fiſh and Roots: Nay, 
they fell the'fineſt of their own Cloth 
to France, and buy coarſe out of Ene+ 
land for their own wear. They: tend 
abroad the beſt of their own Butter, 
into all parts, and buy the cheapeſt our 
of [r:land, or the North of Englaxa,. for 
their own ule. ln ſhort, they . furniſh 
infinite Luxury, Which they never:pra» 
iſe; and rrathque in Pleaſures, which 
they never raſte; | 

The Gentlemen and Officers of | the 
Army change-thcir Cloaths and. their 
Mod:s like their Neighbours: \Byt a» 
mong the 'whoale:. body of. rhe | Civil 
Magittrates,: the Merchants,” the - cich 
Traders, and //Cirizens in general, the 
Eaſhions cantinue ſtill the fame ; .. And 
others, as conſtant among the Sea-men 
and Boars: So that Men. _— off 
Ln 


| 
i 
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their Clothes, only,” becauſe 'rhey are 
worn out, and not becauſe they are out 
of Faſhion. - 

Their great Foreign Conſumption is 
French-Wine and Brandy ; Bur that may 
be allow'd them, as the only Reward 
rhey: enjoy of" all "their pains, and as 
that alone, which makes them rich and 
happy in their voluntary Poverty, who 
would otherwile ſeem poor and wretch- 
ed in their real Wealth. Beſides, what 
rhey ſpend in Wine, rhey fave ih'Corn 
ro make other Drinks, which is boughr 
from Foreign Parts, And upon a-pre(- 
{ure of their Aﬀairs, we ſee now for 
rwo. years together, they. have denied 
themtelves even this Comforr, among 
all rheir Sorrows, and made up in pat- 
five Fortitude, whatever rhey have want- 
ed in the active. 

Thus it happens, that much going 
conſtantly our; either in Commodity, 
or in the Labour of Sea-faring«men ; 
and little coming - in'to be confiimed 
at home; the reſt rerurns in” Coin, 
and fills che Country to that degree, 
that more Silver" is ſeen in Holland, 


among the common Hands and Purſes, 


than Braſs either in Sp4in or in France ; 
Thougly one be ſo rich in th& beſt 
J1l Native 
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Native Commodities, and the other 
drain. all the Tredſvcics..of the Weſ- 
Indies. 

By all this accqunt' of their Trade 
and Riches, it will appear, That ſome 
of--our Maxims are :nor-. fo certain, as 
they are current, {m our common  Po- 

As firſt;.. That Example : and 
Encouragement of:Exccls and Luxury, 
1 apo d. in the: conſumption of 

ve.Commadities; /is. of Advantage 

ro Srade ; It may be fo-to. that which 
impoveriſhes, but is:ndt-to that which 
enfiches. a Country: ; and is: indeed 
Je(s - prgjudicial, if. :it*. lic in Narive, 
| in Foreign, | ares. But the Cu- 
or. Humoug;'of Luxury and Ex» 

ce, cannot. ſtop;at-certain Bounds : 
Nika begins in, Native will prooded in 
orcign Commoadities.;/; And ' though 
the Example ariſe among idle Perſons, 
yes, the. Jaization will run into all 'De- 
c&5,:£y6n ofthelc Men by wholc 1o- 
bs Nationfubfilts. And beſides, 
of our own. we ſpend,'' the 
WE have, to fend abroad; and 
po will come to. pes, .thar while we 
yalt Trade, yet, by buying 
| th mare. We: fell, we hall 
GONE: 49 be Poor 3: ' Whereas when we 


droyc 
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drove a very firall Traffick 'abrozd, 
4 did by felling fo 'much more, that we 
| boughr, we were very tich in propor- 
| rion to our Neighbours. This appear'd 
| in Edii&d the Third's time, when we 
| maintain'd' f6' mighry Wars iti France, 
' and catviet our victorious Atms into 
4 © the Hearr of Spain; Whereas, 'ih' the 
28th, Year of thar _— Reign, the 
f | Value, atid * Cuſtom, of all onr Ex- 
X ported Commodities, amounted to 
| 2941840. — 175. —-2 4. And that of 
1 © Imporred,butto 38970}. — 034. — 64. 
4 © So, aSthere* mult have cnrer'd that Year 
| into. the Kiigdom in Coin,' or Bullion, 
( or elſe have-growna Debr'ro the Na- 
tion) 252.14 f—13 5.—08'4. And yer 
we then —_ eh our Wools un- 
| wrought, dnd brought itn a ' 
h of aut Clodths fe Flnkri SME 
Anorhef tomimon Maxim is, Thar if, 
Iby any Fcetpn Invaſion, of Seryirude, 
the State, and conſequentiyithe Trade, 
J of Helland, bold 'be* ruitt'd' the laſt 
| wonld "of cotitf&' fall ro otir” flare in 
Entiand.” With is no ebnſectaence : 
{For ir would” certainly break into ſe- 
Ivcral pitces, and fhift,”cich&r to us, ro 
Flanders, th the Hans Towns , or any 
other parts, according as the moſt of 
| | | thoſe 
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thoſe.Circumſtances ſhould.any where 
cqncur to invite it, (.and the likeſt ro 
ſuch, ) as appear to... have , formerly 
drawn it. into -ZZelland, by fo mighty a 
Confluence of People-, . and, ſo gene- 
ral a Vein of Indultry, and Parſimon 
among them. And whoever —_ 


ro equal their Growth in; Irade and. 


Riches, by. other ways than ſuch as 
are already enumerated, will prove, I 
doubt, —_— to deceive, or to be de- 
ceived, &.- 

A_.third is, That if that, State were 
reduced to great Extremities, fo as to 
become, a, Province to, ſame. greater 
Power, they. would chufe ' our Subje- 
ion rather than any other ;. or rhoſe, 
at leaſt, that are the Maritime, and 
the richeſt of the Provinces. But it 
will be more reaſonably, concluded, 


from all the former Diſcourſes, That : 


though they may be, divided by ab- 
folure Conqueſts, they will NG di- 


vide themſelyes by conſeng, bur all fall 
one way, and, by common Agreement, 
make Yo res they can for their 
Country , . a$: a Province, if not as a 
State: , And +before they come to ſuch 
an extremity, they will firſt ſeck to be 


admitted, as a B:lgick-Circlg,, in the. 


Em pire, 
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Empire ( which they were of old ;) and 


' thereby receive the proxedtion of thar 


Mighty Body, which ( as far as great 


and ſmaller things may be compar'd ) 
"ſeems the likeſt their own State in its 


main Conſtitutions, but eſpecially in 
the Freedom or Sovereignty of the Im- 
perial Cities. And this I have oftces 


| heard their Miniſters ſpeak of, as their 


laſt Refuge, in caſe of being threat'ned 
by roo ſtrong and fatal a Conjun- 
Cture. 

And if this ſhould happen, the Trade 
of the Provinces would rather be pre- 
ſerved or encreaſed, rhan any way bro- 
ken or deſtroy'd by ſuch an alteration 
of rheir State, becaule the Liberties of 
the Country would continue what they 
arc, and the Security would be greater 
than now it is. 

The lait I will mention, is of another 
Vein; Thar if the Prince of Orange were 
made Sovercign of their Country, tho 
by Forcign Arms, he would be a great 
Prince, becauſe this now appears to 
be ſo great a State. Whereas, on the 
contrary, thoſe Provinces would ſoon 
become a very mean Country, For 
ſuch a Power muſt be maintain'd by 
Force, as it would be acquir'd, and as 
indced 
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indeed all abſolute Dominion muſt þe 
in. thoſe Provinces, This would raiſe 


, 
, 


general . Diſcontents ; and thoſe perpe. | 


tual Seditions among the Towns,which 
would change the. Orders of the Coun- 
try, endanger the | Property of Private 
Men, and ihake the Credits and Safety 


happen, the People would ſcat- 
ter, #0 would faint, Banks would 
diſſolve, and Trade would decay to ſuch 


a degree, as probably, in courſe of time, ! 


their very Digues would be no longer 
maintained by the Defences of a weak 
People . againſt ſo furious. an Invader 
bur the Sea would break in upon their 
Land, and leave their chicfeſt Citics 
ew Fiſher-Towns , as they were of 
old. 

Without any ſuch great Revoluti- 
ons, I am of opinion, That Trade has, 
for ſome years ago, palt its Meridian, 
and begun ſenſibly ro. decay among 
them: Whereof there ſeem to be fe- 
yeral Cauſes; as firſt, the general 
Application, that ſo many other Nati- 
ons have made to -it, within theſe two 
or three and twenty years. For ſince 
the Peace of Munſter, which reſtored 
the Quiet of Chriſtendom in 1648, 


nor 
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hot only Suediy and Denmark, Vit 
France and Enezland, have mbre 
rularly;, than ever before, buſied- the 
Thoughts and Counſels of their ſeveral 


: Govetnments; as well as the Hamours 
| of _ People, about the 'matters'of 
| Trade. 


Nor has this happen'd Knees 


p degrees of Succeſs; though Kingdb 


of ſich extent, that have other and 
Nobler Foundations of Greatneſs, can- 


| not raiſe Trade to ſuch a pitch as this 


lirtle State, -which- had no other tb 
burld upon ; no more than a Man, who 
has a- fair and plentiful Eſtate, can fall 
to Labour and Induſtry, like one thar 
has nothing elſe to truſt to for the 
{upporr of his Life. But however; all 
theſe Nations have come of late to 
ſhare largely with them; and rhere 
ſem ro be grown too many Traders 
for Trade Mm the World, fo as they 
can hardly live one by another. As 
in a great popalous Village, the firſt 
Grocer, or Mercer, that fers up 

them, grows preſently rich, having alf 
the Cutitom ;-rill another, encouraged 
by his ſucceſs, \comes to fer up by him, 
and ſhare m his Gains ; at length fo 
many fall to the Trade, that nothing ts 
got 
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'got by it; and ſome mult give over, or 


all muſt break. Wo 

Not many Ages paſt, Yenice and Flo 
rence poſleſt all the Trade of Europe ; 
The laſt by cheir ManufaQtures ; But 
the firſt by their Shi Ping : And the 
whole Trade of Perſia and the Indies, 
whoſe Commodities were brought 
( Thoſe by Land, and Theſe by the 
Arabian-Sea,) to Egypt, from whence 
they were fetcht by the Venetian Fleets, 
and diſperſed into .moſt of the parts of 
Enrope: And in thoſe times we find 
the whole Trade of England was dri- 
ven by Yenetians, Floremtines, and 
Lombards. The Eaſterlings, who were 
the Inhabitants of the Zans-Towns, 
as Dantzic, Lubeick, Elumbureh, and 
others upon that Coaſt; fell next 
into Trade, and managed all that of 
theſe Northern parts for many years, 
and brought it firſt down to Bruges, 
and from thence to Antwerp. The firſt 
Navigations of the Portugueſes to the 
Eaft-Indies broke the greatneſs of the 
Venttian Trade, and drew it to Lion ; 
And the Revolt of the Netherlands, 
that -of Antwerp to Holland. But in 
all this time, 'The other and greater 
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Nations of Enrope concern'd themiclves | 
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little, in it; Their Trade was War ; 
Their Counſels and Enterpriſes wete 
buſied in the quarrels of. the,, Z7oly 
Land, or in thoſe between the. Popes 
and the Emperors (both of the ſame 
Forge, engaging all Chriſtian Princes, 
and ending 1n the greatneſs of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical State throughout Chriſten- 
dom ; ) Sometimes. in the mighty, Wars 
berween 'Eneland and France, between 
France and Spain ; The more general, 
berween Chriſtian and Turks; Or more 
rticular quarrels between lctſer., and 
cighbouring-Princes. In ſhort, the 
Kingdoms and Principalities were 1n 
the World like the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen in a Country ; The Frce- 
States and Cities,. like the Merchants 
and Traders: Theſe at, firit deſpiſed 
by the others ; The others ſerv'd and 
rever'd by them; till by the yarious 
courſe of Events in the World, ſome 
of theſe came to grow Rich and Pozy. 
erful by Induſtry and. Parſimony ; And 
{ome of the orhers, Poor by War,and 
by Luxury : Which male the Traders 
begin xo rake upon them, and carry it. 
like Gznrtlemen ; and the Gentlemen 
begin -ro take- a fancy of fa!ling to 
Trade. By this ſhorg account it will 
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appcar no wonder, either that ieu- 
A ces w 41o Rich, and @ Mig b- 
&f, * white "they 'alone enjoyed almo 
the-gencrat Trade of rhe World; nor 
why not only the Frade in Folland, 
bur the advantage of it in general, 
thould (cem ry be Igſfen'd by fo' many 
that ſhare it. - | 
" " Another cauſe '6f -its decay in 'that 
Stare; may be, | thar, ' by the' mighty 
progres of their Eaſt-Þdia Company, 
e” Commodities of thar Country 
are gtown more than thete -parts of 
the World can rake off; and confe- 
quently, the Rares of them muſt nceds 
be Teſkened, while the Charge is en- 
creas'd by the great Wars, the Armies, 
and forts, neceſfiry x9 maintain, or cx- 
cend,the Acquiſitions of thar Company, 
in the /ndfes. © For, inſtcad of Five, or 
Six Eaſt-Indig Ships, which uſed to make 
the Fleer of the Year, they are now 
riſen to Eighteen or "Twenty, (Trhink 
wo and Twenty came in one Year to 
the United Provinces.) "This is the rea- 
fon,” why, the particular perſons of that 
Company in Helkand, make trot fo 
GTA AC Vantage of the fame Stock, as 
thoſe of ours do in Eng/and ; Though 
their Company be very much "_ 
an 
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and drives a far greater Trade than 
ours, which is exhauſted by no C 

of Armies, or Forts, or Ships of War : 
And this is the reafon, that the Dutch 
are forced to keep (o long and ſo much 
of thole Commodities in their Maga- 


Zines here, and to bring them our,: 


only as the Markets call for them, or 
are able to take off; And why they 
bring ſo much leſs from the Indies, 
than they were able ro do, if there 
were vent cnough here : As I remem- 
ber, one of their Sea-men, newly land- 
ed out of their Eaff-[ndia Fleet, in the 
Year 69, upon Diſcourſe 'n a Boat be- 
rween Delf' and L:yaden , faid, he had 
ſeen, before he came away, three heaps 
of Nutmegs burnt at a time, each of 
which, was more than a {mall Church 
could hold, which he pointed art in a 
Village that was in fight. 

Another Cauſe may be, the great 
cheapneſs of Corn, which has been 
for theſe dozen Ycars, or more gene- 
ral in- all the(e parts of Evrepe, and 
which has a very great Influence upon 
the Trade of //olland. For a great 
vent of [ndian Commodities ( at kalt 
the Spices which are the grots of them ) 
uled tro be made into” the Northern 
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parts of Europe, in Exchange for Corn, 
while it. was: taken oft at good ratcs 
bythe Markets of Flanders, England, 
France, Spain; or Naly; In all which 
Countries it has of late years gone fo 
low, as to diſcourage the Import of fo 
great quantities, as uſed ro come from 
Peland and Prufjia, and other: parts of 
the North. Now the leſs value thoſe 
Nations receive for Corn, the leſs they 
are able to give for Spice ,” which is a 
great loſs ro the Dutch on both ſides, 
leffening the vent of their /zdian Warc 
in the Northern, and the: Traffick. of 
Corn in the Southern, parts, The caule 
of this great cheapnels of Corn ſcems 
tobe, not 1q\much a courſe of plenti- 
ful and ſcaſonable years, as the gcne- 
rat Peace thar has been in Enrope fince 
the Year 59 or 60; by which fo many 
Men and ſo much Land have bcen 
turned ro Husbandry, that were before 
employed in the Wars, or lay waſted 
by'rhem in all the Frontier-Provinces 
of”. France and Spain, as well as through- 
out Germany, before the Peace of Myn- 
ter; and in England, during the Ati- 
ons or Conſcquences of a Civil War ; 
And Plenty grows not to a height. 
bur by the Succeſſion of ſeveral P_ 
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ful as ' well as ſcaſonable: Years. 
The laſt Clauſe I will mention, is 


the mighty enlargement of the City of ' 


Amſterdam, by that which: is called the 
New Town; The Extent whereof is 
{o ſpacious, and the Buildings of fo 
much greater Bcauty and Coſt than 
the Old, thar it muſt have employ'd a 
vaſt proportion of that Stock which 
in this City was before wholly turned 
to Trade. © Beſides there ſeems ro have 
been growing on for theſe later years, 
a greater Vie of Luxury and Expence 
among many of the Merchants of that 
Town, than was ever formerly known; 
Which was obſerved and complained 
of, as well as the enlargement of their 
City, by ſome of the wiſeit of their 
Minitters, while I reſided among them, 
who deſigned ſome Regulations by 
Sumptuary Laws; As knowing the 
very Foundations of their Trade 
would foon be undermined, if the ha- 
bitual Induſtry, Parſimony, and Sime 
plicity of their People , came to be 
over-run by Luxury, Idlencls, and Ex- 
ceſs. However it happen'd, I found it 
agreed by all the moſt diligent and cir- 
cumſpect Enquiries 1 could make, that 
jn the years 69 and 70, there was 
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hardly any Forcign Trade among them, 
beſides hr of he Indies, by which 
the Traders made the returns of their 
Money, without loſs; and none, by 
which the common Gain was above 
Two or Three in the Hundred. So, as 
it ſeems to be with Trade, as with the 
Sea, (its Element, ) that has a certain 
pitch, above which, it never riſes in the 
higheſt Tides; and begins to. Ebb, as 
ſoon as ever it ceaſes to Flow ; And 
ever loles ground in one place, pro- 
—_— ro what it gains in ano- 
Kr. 
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Of their FORCES and REVENUES. 


H E. Strength, and Forces, of a 
Kingdom, or Statc, were meaſu- 

rcd in former Ages, by the Numbers of 
Native and Warlike SubjeAs, which 
they could draw into the Field, upon 
any War with their Neighbours. Na- 
rioual Quarrels were decided by Na- 
tional Armics, not by Stipendiary For- 
ces, (raiſcd with Moncy, or maintained 
by conſtant Pay.) In the ſeveral King- 
doms and Principalitics of Ewrope, the 
Bodies of their Armies were compo- 
fed, as they are ſtill in Poland, of the 
Nobility and Gentry, who were bound 
to attend their Princes: to the Wars, 
with certain numbers of Armed Men, 
according to the: tenure and extent of 
the ſeveral Lordſhips, and Lands, they 
held of the Ctown: Where thelc were 
not. proportionable -to the. oft; 
the reſt were raade up of Subjects 
drawn together by _ of theit Prince; 
| 4 oh 
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or their Country ; By deſire of Con” 
queſt and Spoils, or neceſſiry of de- 
fenee ; Held rogether by Allegiance or 
Religion; And Spirited by Honour, 
Revenge, or Avarice (not of what they 
could get from their Leaders, bur from 
their Enemics.) A Battel or two, 
fairly fought, decided a War ; and a 
War ended the quarrel of an Age, 
and either loſt or gain'd the Caule-or 
Country contended for : Till thc 
change of Times and Accidents brought 
it to a new deciſion; Till the Vircucs 
and Vices of Princes made them 
ſtronger or weaker, cither in the love 
and Obedience of their People, or in 
{ſuch Orders and Cuſtoms as render'd 
their Subjects more or leſs Warlike or 
Effeminare. Standing-Forces or Guards 
in conitant pay, were no where uſcd 
dy layſul- Princes in their Native. or 
Hereditary Countrys, - but only by 
Conquerors in ſubdued Provinces, or 
Ciirpers at home; And were a de+ 
fence only againſt Subjes, nox againtt 
Enemies. 

Theſe Orders fecm fisſt ro have been 
changed in Europe by:the rwo States 
of Venice and Hollazd; Both of them 
{mall:in Territories ar- Land, and thaſe 
| extended 
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extended in Frontier' upon powetful 
Neighbours : Both of 'them weak'tin 
number of Native Subjects ; and thoſe 
leſs warlike at Land, by turning fo 
much to Traffick, and to Sea : But 
both of them mighty in Riches and 
Trade ; Which made them endeavour 
to balance their Neighbours ſtrengrh 
in Native Subjects, by Forcign Stipen- 
diary Bands; And to defend their 
Frontiers by the Arts of Fortification, 
and ſtrength of places, which mighe 
draw out a War into length by Sieges, 
when they durſt not venture it upon 
a Bartel; And fo make it many times 
determine by force of Money, rather 
than of Arms. This forced thoſe Prin- 
ccs, who frontier'd upon theſe States 
to the ſame proviſions ; Which have 
been encreas'd by the perperual courſe 
of Wars, upon the Continent of E#+ 
rope, ever fince the rife of this State, 
until the Peace of the Pirenees, between 
Princes bordering one upon the other ; 
and fo, ready tor ſudden Inroads or 
Invaſions. 

The Force therefore 'of theſe Pro- 
vinces is to be mealur'd, ' not by. the 
number or diſpoſitions of their Snb- 
jets, bur by the ſtrength of their Ship- 
ping 
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ping, and ſtanding-Troops, which they 
conitantly maintain, even-in time of 
Peace; And by the numbers of both 
which, they have becn able to draw 
into the Field, and to Seca, for ſupport 
of a War: By their conſtagt Reyenuc 
to maintain the firſt ; And by the tem- 
porary charge, they have been able ro 
furniſh, for ſupply of the other. 

I will not enumerate their Frontier 
Towns, (which is a common Theme, ) 
or the Forces neceſſary for the Gari- 
ſons of them. - Nor the Nature and va- 
ricty of their Taxes and Impoſitions, 
though I have an exact Liſt of them 
by mc, cxpreſſing the ſeveral Kinds, 
Rates, and Proportions, upon every 
Province and Town ; But this would 
ſwell a Diſcourſe, with a great deal of 
xedious matter, and to little purpoſe. 
f ſhall therefore be content only to 
obſerve, what I have informed my ſelf 
of their Forces, and Revenues in gene- 
ral, from perſons among them, the beſt 
able to give that account. 

The ordinary Revenue of this State, 
conſiſts, either in what is leyied in thc 

queted Towns, and - Country of 
Brabant, Flangers, or the Rhine; Which 
js. wholly adminiſtred by the Council 
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| of State: Or elſe, the ordinary Fonds, 


which the Seven Provinces provide 
cyvery Year according to their ſeveral 


; proportions, upon the Petition of the 
* Council of State, and Computation of 


the charge of the enſuing year, given 


* in by them to the Stares-General. And 


this Revenue commonly amounts to 


; about one and twenty Millions of Gil- 
| ders a Years; Every Million making 


about Ninety thouſand pounds Sterling, 


! intrinſick value. 


The chief Fonds out of which rhis 


' riſes, Is the Exciſe and the Cuſtoms : 
1 The firſt is great, and ſo general, that 


] have heard it obſerved at Amſterdam, 
That when in a Tavern, a certain Diſh 
of Fiſh is caten with the uſual Sawce, 


1 above Thirty ſeveral Exciſes are paid, 


for what is neceſſary to that ſmall Ser- 


1 vice. The laſt arc low and caſic, ahd 


applicd particularly to the Admiralty. 

Our of this Revenue is ſupplied the 
Charge of the whole Milice , of all 
Publick Officers of the State, and Am- 
baſſadors, or Miniſters abroad, and 
the Intereſt of about Thirteen Millions 
owing by the States-General. 


The Standing Forces in the Year 70. 
| upon 
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upon ſo general a-Peace, and after all 
Reformations, were Twenty fix Thou- 
ſand rwo Hundred Men, in Tcn Regi- 
ments of Horſe, conſiſting of Fitty 
Troops ; and Ninetcen of Foot, - con- 
ſiſting of Three Hundred and Kighty 
Companies. The conſtant charge of 
theſe Forces ſtood them in Six Millions 
One Hundred and Nineteen Thouland 
Gilders a ycar. 

Their Admiralties in time of Peace, 
maintain between Thirty and Forty 
Men of War, employ'd in the ſeveral 
Convoys. of their Merchants Fleets, in 
a Squadron of Eight or Ten Ships to 
attend the Alperines and other Corſairs 
in the Mediterranean ; And ſome always 
lying ready in their Havens for any 
ſudden Accidents or Occaſions of the 
State. The common Expence of tho 
Admiralties in this Equipage, and the 
Built of Ships, is abour Six Millions a 

car. - 

Beſides the Debt of the Generalty, 
the Province of Holland owes: about 
Sixty Five Millions, for which they pay 
Intereſt at Four in the Hundred ; Bur 
with ſo great Eaſe and Exadtneſs; both 
in Principal and Intereſt, that no Man 
eyer ;demnands it twice; they might 
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take up whatever Money they deſired. 
Whoever is admitted ro bring 'in' his 
Money, takes it for a great deal of: fa- 
your ;-' And when they pay off any 
-part of rhe Principal; thoſe, it belongs 
x0,” Teccive it with Tears, not knowing 
how to .diſpole of it to Intereſt, with 
ſucly Safety and Eaſe. And the com- 
.mon Revenue of particular Mcn lies 


| -much in the Cantores, either of the Ge- 


| 
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nerality, or the {everal Provinces, which 
are the Regiſtries of rhele publick 
Debts. 
Of che ſeveral Impoſts and Exciles, 
thoſe that are upon certain, and immo- 
vable Poſleſſions ( as Houſes and Lands ) 
are collected by the Magittrates of the 
{everal places, and by them paid in ro 
the Receivers, becauſe both the . Num- 


| ber aud. Value of them are conſtant, 


and caſily known. Thoſe which arite 
wur of uncertain Conlumprions ,'-. are 
all fer out to Farm; and ro him that 


{ bids moſt, ſome every three Months, 


ſome every tix, and tome yearly. 

The Collection, Receipt and Diltri- 
bution of all Publique Monies, are 
made, without any Fee ro Officers, 
who receive certain conſtant Salaries 
trom rhe State, which they dare ,not 

cncrealc 
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"Money in his Coffers, being paid cer- ; 


like the beft Bill of Exchange. - 


were rniled in the Provinces, Forty 


Province of ZZollayd. And upon the 


Of their Forces OQChap. VII 
encteale by any private pradifes,. or | 
Extortions; So, whoever has a. Bill of # 
any: publick .Nebe, has 10 much ready | 


tainly at call, without charge or trav- 
ble; and aſſign'd over in any payment, | 


. Theextraordinary Revenue, is, when | 
upon ſame great Occaſions, or. Wars, 
the Generality | agrees to any extraor- | 
dinary Contributions; _ As ſometimes | 
the Hundredrh penny of the Eſtates of | 
all the Inhabitants; Pole, or Chimney- | 
maney; Or any ather — and 
Payments, according as t Can agree, 
and the occaſions as | whiham 
ſomerime reached fo far, as cven. to an 
Impoſition upon every Man' that tra: 
yels in the common ways of their Coun 
try, by Boar, or in a Coach; in Wagon, 
or on. Horſeback. 

By all theſe means, in the firſt Year 
of the Engliſh War, in 1665; There 


Millions, of which Twenty two in the 


Biſhop of Munſter's invading them, at 
the {ame time by Land, they had in 
the Year 66, above Thrceſcore rhou- 


land Land-men in Pay; and a _ 
ot, 
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| of aboye an Hundred Men of War at 


Sea. 

The Grearnefs of this Nation,at that 
time, ſeems juſtly to have raifed the 
Glory of ours; which, during the 
years 65 and 66, maintained a War, 
not only againſt this Powerful State 
but againſt the Crowns of France and 
Denmark, in conjugation with them 2 
And al, at a time, when this King- 
dom was forced to ftruggle at home 
with the calamitous E of a ra- 
ging Plague, that, in Three Months,of 
che firſt year, fivepr away incredibfe 
numbers of People ; and of a prodi- 
gious Firc, that, in Three days of the 
lecond;, hid in Aſhes that Ancient and 
Famous Ciry of LONDON, (the 
Heart and Center of our Commerce 
and Riches, ) conſuming the greateſt 
part -of its Buildings, and an im- 
menſe proportion of irs Wealth. * Yet, 
in the mid'ſt of theſe faral Accidents, 
thoſe rwo Summers were renowned 
with Three Barrels of the mighrieſt, 
Fleers that cyer met upon the Ocean ; 
whereof Two were derermined by 
entire- and unqueſtion'd Viftorics, and 
purſuit - of ovr Enemies into their 
: very 
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very Havens: The Third haying be- 
gun by the unfortunate diviſion of 
our Flect, with the odds of. Ninety 
of_ their Ships againſt Fifty of ours; 
And in {pight of ſuch diſadvanta- 
ges, having continued, or been re- 
hewed for three days together (- where- 
in we were evcry Morning the Ag- 
preſſors, ) ended at laſt by. the equal 
and mutual Weakneſs or, Wearineſs 
of both Sides, the maims, of Ships 
and Tackling,., with want of Powder 
and Ammunition; Having left: unde- 
cided the greatelt Action that will 
perhaps appear. upon Record of any 
Story. And in this Bartel, Monſteur 
de Wit confeſt to me, That we 
gain'd more Honour to our Nation 
and to the invincible Courage of our 
Sea-men, than by the other two Vi- 


tories. That he was ſure, their Men 


could never have'been brought on the 
two following days, after rhe diſad- 
vantages of the firſt ; And he belic- 
yed' no other Nation was capable of it, 
but Ours. | 

I will not judge, how we came to 
fail of a glorious Peace in the Six 
Monrhs ncxt ſucceeding, after the 
fors 
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fortune ,of our laſt Victory, and with 
the .,. Honour of the War : Bur as 
any, rough, Hand can break a Bone, 
whereas ;much Art and Care are requi- 
red to ſer it again, and reſtore: it - to 
its firſt ſtrength and proportion ; So 
'tis an ceaſie part in a Miniſter of 
State, to engage a War; bur 'tis gi- 
ven to few to know the times, and 
find the ways, of making Peace. Yer 
when after the ſenſible eyents of an 
unſoemunate . Negligence, an indiffe- 
rent Treaty was concluded at Breda 
in 67; Within Six Months following, 
by an Alliance with this State in 
January, 1668. ( which was received 
with incredible Joy and Applauſe 
among them, ) His Majeſty became 
the *unqueſtioned Arbiter of all the 
Afairs of Chriſtendom ; Made a Peace 
between the two Great Crowns, at 
Aix-la-Chapele, which was ayowed 
by all the World, to be perfetly His 
Own; And was reccived with equal 
Applauſe_of -Chriſtian Princes abroad, 
and of his Subjects at home ; And 
for three years ſucceeding, by the 
unſhaken Alliance and Dependance of 
the United States, His Majeſty re- 

$ mained 
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maitned* Abfohite Maſter” of 'the Peace 
of Chriſtyntlom,” and in # pot of 
giving Bottnds to the greard 43 welt 


as Protection”, 'ro the weakeſt of His 
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"CHAP. VIl. 
The Canſes of thir FALL in £672; 


T muſt be avowed,  That' as ' This 

Srate, inthe Courſe and Progtets of 
its Greatneſs for ſo many 'years' palt,' 
has ſhined like a Comet ; So inthe 
Revolutions of this Taft+ Summer; It 
ſeem'd ro fall like x Meteor, and .has' 
equally amazed the' World'by the one: 
and 'the other : Whet” we confitder* 
{uch -'2a' Power and Wealth; as was re= 
lared- in the laſt Navy wr , to have 
fallen in a'manner 'profſtrate- withitr the: 
{pace of one Month #* So many Fron- 
tier Towns renowned in the Sieges: 
and Actions of the Spaniſh Wars, en- 
refd-like-open Villages by the French+ 
Froops,” without defence (or almoſt de- 
nal: :-Moſt of them Without any Blows” 
at all; and all of rhenr with fo-few :' 
Their great Rivers rhat were elteem- 
et ai invincible Secnrity to the Pro- 
vihces of Helland and Utrecht, paſted: 
With as much caſe; 'and as {mall rcfiſts 
I 3 ances, 
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ances, as little Fords: And in ſhort, 
the. very hearts .of a. Nation fo vali- 
ant-of old, againſt -Rome, ſo obſtinate 
againſt Spain, now ſubdued, and, in 
a manner, .abandoniing all before their 
Danger appeared : We may juſtly have 
our gecourle._to\the\fecret and fixed pe- 
tiods of all Human Greatneſs, for the 
account of ſuch | a. Revolution : . Or ras 
ther, to the unſcarchable Decrees, and 
unceſiſtible. Force, of Divine Frovi- 
dence; Though it ſcems not more in» 
pious..to queſtion it,; than to. meaſure 
it. by. our Scale;; Or. reduce the Iſſucs 


and Motions gf that Erernal Will and. 


Power, ro a Conformity with what is 
eſteemed Juſt; .or Wiſe , or Good, by 
the uſual Conſenc,,: or the narrow com- 
prebenſion of poor. Mortal Men. , . 
Bur, as in the ſearch, and conſidera- 
tion, even of things natural and com- 
mon , our- Talent, 1 fear, is to./Talk 
rather.than ta Know;z. So we may be 
allowed to .Enquits.and Reaſon ypon 


* : 


all. chyngs, whyte,, we'do not pretend, 


to ,Certainty,,, or, call that Undenjable 
Truth, which is every day denied by 
Ten thouſand; Nor thole Opinions 
Unreaſonable, which we know to be 
leld by ſuch, as we allow to be Rea- 

| {onable 
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fonable Men, I ſhall therefore ſer down 
fuch Circumſtances,as to me ſeem moſt 
evidently to have conſpired in this Rec- 
volution ; leaving the Cauſes-leſs di- 
| {cernible, to the ſearch of more d;> 
| feerning Perſons. | 

And firſt, I rake their vaſt Trade: 
which was an occaſion of their Great- 
neſs, to have been One likewiſe of 
their Fall, by having wholly diverred 
the- Genius of their Native Subjects, 
and Inhabitants, from Arms, to Traf- 
fique, and the Arts of Peace ; Leaving 
| the whole Fortune of” their later Wars, 
to be managed, by Foreign and Mer- 

cenary Troops; which 'much abaſed 
the Courage of their Nation, (as was 
obſerved in another Chapter, ) and 
made the Burghers of fo little momenr 
rowards the Defence of their Towns ; 
Whereas in the famous Sieges of Har- 
lem, Alcmar, and Leyden , They had 
made ſuch brave and fierce Defences, 
as broke the Heart of the Spaniſh Ar- 
mies, and the Fortune of their At- 
fairs. 

Next , was -the Peace - of ' Munſter, 
which had left chem now,' fot above' 
Twenty Years, too {eeure of-all Inva- 
ſions, or-- Enemies at Land; "And - {6 

S 3 rurn'd 
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ruxn'd their -whole' Application. to. the 
Strength of their Forces at Sea; which 
haye been. , ſince excrciſed with ywo Ex1 
ghſh-Wars 1n that time, and calivened 
with the ſmall yearly Expeditions jntq 
the Streights againſt the Alzerines, and 
other Corſairs of the Mediterranean. 
Another was,..their too great Parli- 
mony, .1n Reforming ſo many of their 
beſt. Forcign, Officers and 'Froops, up- 
on the Pcace. of Muniter ; whole: Va- 
lour and Condudt had been to :great 
Occaſions _ of inducing Spain to the 
Counſcls and. Concluſions of that 
+ © , IN 
- Bur the greateſt of all others, that 
concurr'd ro weaken, and indeed break, 
the. {lr-ngch of their Land-Milice, was, 
the alteration ,of their State , which 
bappen'd by. the Perpetual Edidt of 
Heli:d, and -Weſt-Friezland, upon the 
Pea of the laſt Pringe of Orange, 
ar - Exclyſiop of the Power of Stadt» 
holden, ag-their- Province, or at leaſt 
the ſcparatipn .of it from the Charge 
of Captain-General. Since that time, 
the: rain Delign and' Application of 
thale Proyinges, has been, to; work, our, 
by degrec$,. all,the old Officers, bath 
ative; and, Fprcign , whe had been 
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formerly Sworn to:the Prince of Oranee, 
and; were:.ſtill thought attedtionare rv 
the Intereſt, of that Family:;” And to 
fill che;Commands of their Army, with 
the Sons, or Kinimen,:-of Burgomaſters, 
and other: Officers, 'or - Deputies in the 
State, whom they efteemeg ſure ro the 
Conſticutions of their Popular Govern- 
ment,.,and good enough! for an Ape, 
where they:law no appearance of Ene- 
my at Land to atraque them. ih, 
But-che Humour of. Kindnels to .the 
young Prince, both in the People, anc 
Army, was not to be diſſolved, or dil- 
perlſed, by any Medicines, .or Operati- 
ons, cither of Rigourc or Artafice ; Bux 
grew up inſenſibly, with the Age ofrhe 
Prince, ever prelaging fome Revolw 
tion in the State, when - he ſhould 
come to the years of aſpiring, and ma- 
naging the general Atietions of the 
People ; Being 2 (Prince, who joyned 
to the great Qualities of his Royal 
Blood, the popular - Virtues of his 
Country ; Silent and Thoughtful ; Gi- 
ven. to hear, and. to enquire; Of.a 
ſound and ſtcady Underſtanding ; Much 
firmneſs in what be onee/ reſolves, -or 
once denies; Great Induitry. and Appli> 
cation. to -his Bufincls ;'-Lirtle ra;his 
3042140 S 4 Plea- 
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Pleaſures *- Piety in the Religion" of 
his Country,. but with 'Chariry- to 0- 
\thers ; Temperance -unuſual to his 
Youth, and to the Climare ; Frugal in 
the common. management of his For- 
rune, and: yer magnificent upon occa- 
dion : Of or Spirit and\Heart, af 
piring to" the-Glory-of Milicary AQ 
ons, with: ſtrong Ambitjon'' to. grow 
Great, bur rather by. che Service, than 
the Servitude; of his Country.” In thort, 
A Prince of.many: Virtues, without'any 
appearing” mixture 'of Vice. | 

-In the Engliſh War, begun the year 
65. the States disbanded all rhe Eneti/h 
Troops, that were then left in their Ser- 
vice, diſperſing the. Officers .and Soldi- 
ers:of our Nation, who ſtaid with them, 
into other Companies, or Regiments, of 
their own.:'! After 'the' French Invaſion 
of Flanders,*:and. the ſtrit Alliance 
berwcen England: and Holland in' 68. 
They did the fame by all the French 
that were remaining '/in 'their' Service. 
$0 as the ſeveral Bodies of theſe. rwo 
Nations, which had-:ever the greateſt 
part-'in ther Honour. and . Fortune of 
their Wars,:;were:now wholly: diflolved, 
and. their / ſtariding-Milice compoled-in 
8; manner, all of 'their own (Natives, 
-2$3$1 | eneryated 
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enervated by the long Uſes and Arts of 
Traffique, and of Peace. 

Bur they were too great a Match 
for any of the ſmaller Princes their 
Neighbours in Germany; And too fe- 
cure of any danger from Spain, by 
the knowledge of -their Forces, as well 
as Diſpoſitions ; And being ſtridtly 
Allied both with England and. Sweden, 
in two ſeveral Defenſive Leagues, and 
in-one common Triple Alliance ; They 
could not forefee any danger. from 
France, who, they thought, would ne- 
ver have the Courage, or Force, to en- 
ter the Liſts with ſo mighty Confede- 
rates ; and who were ſure of a Con- 
junction, whenever they pleaſed, both 
with the Emperor and Spain. 

Beſides, They knew that France 
could not attaque them, withour pal- 
ſing through Flanders, or Germany : 
They were ſure Spain would not ſuffer 
it through the firſt, if they were back 
in oppoſing it, as foreſeeing the in- 
evitable lots of Flanders, upon that of 
Holland : And rhey could hardly be- 
lieve, the paſſage ſhould be yielded by 
a German Prince, contrary to the ex- 
preſs Will and Intentions of the Em- 
peror, as well as the common Intereſts 


of 
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of the Empire : $o that 'they ho 
the War would, at leaſt, open in their 
Neighbours Provinces, for whoſe De- 
fence . they: relolved ro employ the 
whole Force of their State. And would 
have. made a mighty reſiſtance, if the 
Quarrel had begun-at any other Doors, 
but their own. 

They could not imagine a Conjun- 
tion between England and France, for 
the ruine. of their State; For, being 
unacquaiated with our Conſtitutions, 
they did not foreſee, how we ſhould 
find our Intereſt in it, and meaſured 
all States, by that which They cſteemed 
to be their Intereſt. Nor could they 
believe, that other Princes and States 
of Europe would ſuffer ſuch an addition 
to be made to the Power of France, as 
a Conqueſt of Holland. 

Belides theſe publick Conſiderations; 
there were others particular to the 
Factions among them ; And ſome of 
their Miniſters were neither forward 
nor ſupple enough to endeavour the 
carly breaking, or diverting, ſuch Con- 
junctures, as threatned them ; Becaule 
they were not without. hopes, they 
might end jin renewing their broken 
Meaſures with France ; Which thoſe of 
TiC 


: 


%y 


Cha 


eneli 


| tþac 


| 


negd 


ring 


reign 
an A 
gagh 
Fhe) 
with: 


* And 


of $ 
of G 
by S 
bega 

L 


| appr 


year 
Heli 
His. 
thou! 
to th 


OM — OG = fi. fl. a. "00 


tn 
- 


v © To tow we, C3 


"FIERY mw 


x 


| 
| 


| 


[ 


Chap. VIIL their Fell in 1672. 


the, Commonwealth-Party were morc 
enclin'd ro, by fareſecing the Influence 
that cheir Alliances with Ereland mult 
negds have in time, towards the: reſto» 
ring. of the Prince of Oranze's Authos» 
rity: And they. thought art the worſt, 
that whenever a pinch came, they could 
not fail of a fafe Bargain in one Mar- 
ket or other, having to vaſt a Treaſure 
ready to employ upon any good Qeca» 
lion. 

Thefe Conſiderations made them com- 
mit three fatal Ovyerlights in their Fo- 
reign Negotiatians : For they; made 
an Alliance with -Enzlard, withour en- 
gaging a Confidence and Friend{hip : 
Fhey broke their meaſures witn Frarce, 
without cloſing new ones with Spais : 


+ And they reckon'd upon the Afliftances 


of Sweden, and their Neigbour-Princes 
of Germany, without making them fure 
by Subſidiary Advances, betore a War 
began. 

__ , the Prince of Orange was 


| approaching the Two and twentieth 


year of his Age, which the States of 
Helland had, ſince their Alliance with 
His Majeſty in 1668, ever pretended, 
thould be the time of advancing him 
to the Charge of Captain-General, and 
| Admiral 
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Admiral of their Forces, though with- ! 


out that of Stadtholder. But the nearer | Wes 
they drew to this Period, which was | j"* 


. : ® } hom 
like to make a new Figure in their | lack 
Government; the more deſirous ſome * late 


of their Miniſters ſeemed, either to de- 5 Allie 
cline, or to reſtrain, it. On the other Suck 
ſide, the Prince grew - confident upon | * 
the former Promiles, or, at leaſt, Inti- - han 


mations, of Holland, and the concur- nd 
ring Diſpoſitions of the other Six Pro- ns 
vinces to his Advancement: And his } 

Party, ſpirited by their hopes, and the ' |... 


great Qualities of this young Prince, | 4. 
(now grown ripe for Action, and for } 1... 
Enterprize, ) reſolved to bring this point 
to a ſudden Deciſion ; Againſt which, 


the other Party prepared, and united | the 

all rheir Defences ; So, as this ſtrong | "__ 
Diſeaſe, that had been ſo long working Jo 
in the very Bowels of the State, feemd |} Fc 


juſt upon its Criſis; When a Conjun- T 
Aion of Two mighty Kings brought 
upon them a ſudden and furious Inva- } (9 
ſion by Land and Sea, atthe ſame time, Boe 
by a Royal Fleer, of above Fouricore | pi. 
Ships; and an Army, of as many thou- A. 
{and Men, by t 

When the States ſaw: this Cloud rea» } 254 
dy to break uponthem,(after a long w inyc 
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| licf, that it would blow over, ) They 


began, not only ro provide ſhelter at 


| home, with their uſual Vigor; bur'to 


look out for it abroad, tho both roo 


* late. Of the Princes that were their 


Allies, or concern'd in their danger, 
Such; as were far oft could nor be in 


* time; The nearer were unwilling to 
| ſhare in a danger they were not enough 


prepar'd for ; Moſt were content. to 1ce 


! the Pride of this State humbled; Some, 
| the . Injuries, they had received from 


them,, revenged; Many would have 


| them moxtified, that would nor _ have 


them deſtroyed ; and fo all reſolved ro 
leaye them to weather the Storm, as 
they.could, for one Campania; Which, 


* they did not bclieye, .could go far to- 


wards thcir.Ruin, conſidering the great» 
nels of their Riches, number of' their 

Force, , and Strength of, their Places, 
The State, in the mean time, had en- 
crealcd,. their Troops to Seventy thous 
land Men, and had begun to repair the 
Fortifications of their kronticr 'Towns : 
Burt, ſo. great a length of their Coun» 
try lay open to the French Invaſion, 
by the. Territories of Colen and Liege ; 
and.to the Biſhop of Munſter, ( their 
inyeterate Enemy, ) by Weſtphalia, that 
F they 
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they knew net" where to expe, or 
provide'againſd; the firſt danger : And 
white they 'divided their Forces and 
Endeavours towatds the fecuring of fo 


mary Gartiſons', - they provided: for | 


None" to 'any purpole bat Mae3t#icht ; 
Whick the Frenth left behind them, 
and/fell -in- upow the Towns of "the 
Rhize';; and thc Heart of their Pro- 
Vinces, | | 
Beſides, Thoſs Minifters, who' had 


ſtill rhe-direRtion-of Aﬀairs, beut their * 


echicf application: to the Strength and 
Order of their Fleet; - rather ' than of 
their Army: Whether more peek'sd at 
Becket chan France, upon the War, 
and mannet of enrring into it; Or, be 
fieving that a- Victory at Sea would be 
the way'to a-Peace with this Crown ; 
Or, hoping their Towns would notfall 
ſo ſaſt; bur rhat,. before three or fout 
were” loſt, the: Bufinels at Sex would 
be decided ; Or;- pertiaps content, that 
fothe: ill: Suceefles ſhould. artend - rhe 
Prince of Orange at his firſt-entratice 
upon /the Command of theiri Atrmits, 
and thereby contribure'to their Neſigns 
of reſtraining their Authority, whitethey 
were forced to leave: him- the Name; of 
Captain-General, This, indeed;was-net 
likely 
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likely ro" fail, conſidering” the ilf con- 
ſtirution of their old Army, the haſty 
Fevies of their new, and the height 


of ' the Factions now broken” out in 
the State ;* Which left both the Towns: 


and rhe Trooj Ss if ſuſlpencegutder whoſe 
Banners , chey fought, and' by whole 
Orders they, were to be govern'd, the 
Prince's, or the ES 3. 

Thete happend, at the ſame time, an 
accident-unuſual to their Climate,which 
was a mighty Drowth it tlic begin- 
ning of the Summer, that left their wa- 
ters fordable in,places, where they uſed 
to be navigable for Baars of greateſt 
burtheri. And this gaye them more 
trouble  and' diſtraction in the defence, 
as their Enemies more facility in the 
paſllage, of thoſe great Rivers, which 
were eſteemed no (mall ſecurity, oftheir 
Country. 1 

And in this poſture were ths "Affairs 
of this Commonwealth, when the War 
broke out, with thoſe fatal Events, that 
muſt needs attend any Kingdom, or 


State, where the violence of a Foreign” 


Invaſion happens to meet. with: the di- 
{tracted eſtate of a Domeltique. Sedition 
or Diſcontent, which, like 11] Humours: 


in a Body, make any ſmall wound dan- 


gerous, 
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us, and a great one mortal. The 
en till a great Body, bu wihou 
their uſual Soul ; They were a State, 
bur it was of the Diſ-united Provinces. 
Their Towns were without Order; 
Their Burgers without Obedience ;Their 
Soldiers without Diſcipline ;.. And all 
without Heart : Whereas, in all Sieges, 
The Hearts of Men defend 'the Walls, 
and not Walls theMen : And, indeed, 
it was the Name of England, joyning 
in the. War againſt chem, that broke 
their Hearts, 'and contributed more to 
the loſs of ſo, many Towns, and fo 
much Country, than the Armies of 
Munſter,' or of France. So that, upon 
all circumſtances conſider'd, it' ſeems 
eaſier to give an account, What it was 
that loſt them ſo much, than what 
ſay'd them the reſt. 

No Man at play ſces a very great 
Game, cither in his own, or another's, 
Hand, ufiexpetedly loſt, but he is apt 
to conſider, whether it could haye been 
ſaved, and how it ought ro have been 
play'd. The fame Enquiry will be na- 
rural upon the Fall of this State, and 
very dithcult to reſolve. 

After the ' mighty growth of the 
French, and decay of the Spaniſh _ 

| which 
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which : drew. on the Invaſion of FHlax- 


ders in 1667. This Qtare, had a ver 
hard.Game to play ; Either they Mn! { 


ſce Flanders wholly loſt,” and France 
grown to confine u them, ( whom 
Weg: liked as an Ally, but dreaded as 
cighbour ; ) Or elſe, they muſt join, 
hy rance to divide Flanders between 
them 3, But they knew what it was to 
ſhare with the Lion: Or, they muſt 
joyn ' with Spain to defend Flanders 
againſt France, that is, with their old 
Encmy, againſt their, old Friend : Or 
ray mult, joyn with England for 
the Flanders ; Neither 
breaking _ France, nor cloſing with 
Spain; and frame an Arbicrage, bur of 
tomething.3 rough nature z rather pre- 
{cribing. mediating - a Peace, and 
threatning a War upon that Crown 
that refuled it. 
They choſe the, laſt, and wiſely, as 
all men a chought 5 Bay, wm ugh this Al- 


liance was , yet it was 
unhopply cl an, ad and ſo che Fruig 


came; tp BY rhe; Root ro wither 
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of Eneland with France, ſhall be no 
of my Subject ; For I pretend' nor 
11; hand & _—_ Severed of Stare ; 
and intend thefe, not for the Obſerya- 
tions of an Ambaſſador, bur 'of' # pri- 
vate Man asI am; and ſuch as any' Gen- 
tleman might 'cafily have made;'arho 
had reſided above two years,” as 1 did, 
in Holland : and had been, as'1 was, 2 
little enclined to obferve. I Thall only 
ſay, That the'Conjunftion of England 
with France was'to this State, like one 
of thoſe Diſeaſes; which, the Phyſicians 
ſay, are hard to diſcern, while they are 
ealie to cure; but when once they come 
to be plainly diſcovered, rheyare paſt 
remedy, - 4hniiing 
Bur, as Zolland' had ever defended 
it felf again” Spain,” by England and 
France ; So it ought to have” done 
againſt France, by England" and "Spain, 
and provided early againſt "their ' own 
danger, as'well "25 that of © Flaiaers, 
by improving antdvancing their Con- 
ſecerare League” with FZnglind ahd Swe 
den, into a ſtrit Defenſive. Alliahie 
with Spain, as a Priicipal in the wm 
And by agreeing with that Crown, to 
furniſh berween' rhem ſome'*conftant 
Subſidiary Payments to Swedew, for'the 
x ſ[ypport 
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ſupport: of their ſtanding Forces, even 
in time of 'Peace.' This was the deſire 
of Spain, theIntereſt of 'all that meant 
ro ſecure the Peace 'of Chriftendom; 
and the 'opinion'of ſome 'of the Dutch 
Miniſters, though not of 'rthe Chiefeſt,. 
rill ir was too late : And the Omitſlion 
of This, was the greateſt Faulr ever 
commitred ih their Politicks ; and pro» 
ceeded in a great meaſure from their 
ancient animoſity to Spain; Which, as 
it was” the beginning, 6, of this ef- 
fect, ir 'almoſt prov'd the of their 
State. 

When the War - began in the mid'tt 
of the ConjunQures related, 'Tis hard 
to ſay, what could have defended them : 
Bur as Men in a Town, threat'ned with 
a mighty Siege, abandon rhcir Suburbs, 
and flight thole Our-works which are 
cither weak of themſelves, or not well 
defenſible for want of Men ; and re- 
ſolve only ro make good thole Poſts 
which they are able fully ro man, and 
calily ro relieve; becauſe rhe loſs of 
every {mall Our-work does . not only 
weaken the Number, bur {ink-the Cou- 
rage, of the Gariſon within. 

So this State, which came to be in 


2 manner beſieged by the mighty and 
S-.v 
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numerqus Armies, . of . Frapce. and of 


Manfter ; onght , jin my . Qpivion,' to 
have Ic rhemltlyes buc three Our- 
works to maiytaiu ; ( I mcan, threePoſts 
ftanding withour rhe Loo, thatendo- 
ſed the rain Body of their Provinces : ) 
Theſe ſhould bave been Maeſtricht, We- 
ſel and Carverdes They. thould, have 
{lighted all che reſt of their places, rhar 
lay without theſe.upon the Rhine, or 
in Overyfſe! ; and drawn the Men into 
theſe Tewns, 16 as to have left them 
rather like Camps, than Gariſons ; rhat 
is, Fight thouſand Foot, and two thau- 
ſand Horle in Marſtricht, as many, in 
W:/:l, aud half the number in Cuever- 
den, if the place would contain them ; 
if not, they might have formed and 
fortified a Camp, with ſomething a 
greater number, upon the nextPals in- 
to Friezland and Grouinguen. 

Of the rcſt of heir Horle, ( which 
were, I {uppolc, about Five chouland ) 
with art leaſt Fifteen thoutand Foot, 
they ſhould have farmed a great ſtand- 
ig Cawp, within their Rivers, fomc- 
where near ,Arzh:m ; Fortifi'd it with 
Canon, and all the Art that could be ; 
Furaiſh'd it with the grearelt care, and 
Plenty of Proviſigns. The ERIPer 
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of their Infantry would have. been 
enough for, the reſt of rheir Garifons; 
Of which the Towns upon tlie Tl, 
Doesburgh, Zutphen, Daventer, arid Swoll, 
would have been in a manner "flank'd 
(tho: at ſome diſtance) by the ftron 
Garilons' of Weſe! and Corverden ; ng 
breaſted, bythe main Camp. 

If, with this Diſpoſition of their For- 
ces, they had provided well for the 
Strength and Defence of Skinkſconce, 
Nimmeguen and” Grave, (which would 
likewiſe have lain within all the Cover 
of theſe Our-Polts: ) They mighr, for 
ought I know, have expetted the War 
withour loſing the hearr and ſ{teaddinels 
of their Counlels, and not without pro- 
babiliry of making a Defence worrhy 
rhe former Greatneis and Atchicyements 
of rheir State, 

For a diege of Maerſtricht or Weſel 
{ ſo gariſon'd and reſolutely defended, ) 
might not only have amuſed, but en- 
danger'd, the French Armies ; As Coever- 
4: might have done that of Muniter. 

The rcfiſtance of one of theſe Towns 
would have encrcaſed the Strenpth of 
all rhe reſt : For rhe Fortune of Bar- 
tels, and Sieges, turns upon the hearts 
of men, as they are -mgre leſs _ 
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ble of general Confidetides* or' Fears; 
whieh are very much raiſed by Acci- 
dents \ and Opinions. . It would not 
have been within any common Rules, 
to march. 1o ;far into the Country, as 
to attack the. Barſe or Breda, Nimme- 
wen or Grave, leaving ſuch Camps be- 
Find, as thoſe at Weſet and -Mazitricht, 
and having 1o much a. greater before 
chem, as that about Arnhp:m. If any 
of theſe three Poſts had been loſt, yet 
ir could not have happzned. withour 
good Conditions, and {o retiring the 
Men to ſtrengthen either the more in- 
ward Garilſons, or the main Camp, 
which would have lain ready to defend 
che Paſſes of rheir Rivers. And if ar 
che worſt,they had fail'd in this, yet the 
French Army muſt afterwards , cither 
have attacqued a Fortified Camp of 
Twenty thouſand Men, or left fuch an 
Army behind them, when they march'd 
towards Uhrecht, and into the heart of 
the Provinces; Both of which would 
have been Attemprs , that, I think, 
have hardly been enterprized with Suc- 
ceſs upon any Invaſion. 
There ſeems at leaſt fome appear- 
ance of Order and ConduQ in this 
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was none, in theirs: Bur perhaps the 
greatneſs of the Tempeſt from abroad” 
and of the FaQtions at home, eithe* 
broke the heart, or diſtracted rhe courſe? 
of their Counſels. And beſides, fuch 
old Sea-men in ſo ſtrong a Ship, that. 
had weathered {o many Storms without 
loſs, could not bur think it hard, to 
throw over-board {ſo much of their 
Lading before This began. After all, 
I know very well, That nothing is fo 
hard, as to give wiſe Counſel Li_ 
Events : and nothing fo eaſe, as, after 
them, ro make wile Refleftions. Many 
things ſeem true in Reaſon, and prove 
falle in Experience: Many, that are 
weakly conſulted, are executed with 
Succeis. Therefore, to conclude, We 
muſt all acknowledge, That Wiſdom 
and Happineſs dwell with God alone; 
And, among Mortal Men, (both of their 
Perſons and their States, ) Thoſe arc 
the wiſeſt, taat commir the feweſt Fol- 
lies ; and thoſe the happieſt, rhat meet 
with the feweſt Misfortunes. 


FINIS, 
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